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for the next step?

Free tuition for first-time, full-time 
students with GCC's Promise Plus!

glendale.edu/PromisePlus

Young ‘Mars Pioneers’ Complete First Mars 
Exploration Club in Crescenta Cañada Valley

The first Mars Pioneer Youth Mars Explorers Club, 
sponsored by Kobeissi Properties, celebrated its suc-
cessful completion with a closing ceremony in May.

Organized by Pauline Jiang, president of the Sun-
light Culture and Art Center, the four-month program 
brought together students, families, community leaders 
and scientists from across the Crescenta Cañada Valley 
area to explore the future of human settlement on Mars.

Led by Dr. Jonathan Jiang, CEO of Beacon in the 
Cosmos LLC, students studied deep-space exploration 
and developed projects envisioning a future Mars city. 
At the final presentation, nine students showcased aca-
demic posters and delivered five-minute talks covering 
topics such as solar power, food production, housing, 
healthcare, transportation and energy systems.

Dr. Jiang praised the students’ creativity and scientific 
thinking while guest scientist Dr. Howie Nguyen com-
mended their innovative ideas in battery technology 
and life-support systems. Both scientists presented cer-
tificates recognizing the students’ dedication, teamwork 
and research achievements.

“We hope that through direct dialogue with leading 
scientists, we can inspire a lifelong passion for science 
while strengthening students’ research and communica-
tion skills,” said organizer Pauline Jiang.

The evening concluded with a community reception 
hosted by Lynne Wang and student families. Parents 
noted that the program helped students build confi-
dence in public speaking, leadership, teamwork and in-
dependent thinking.

The success of the inaugural Mars Pioneer program 
reflects the growing enthusiasm for STEM education 
throughout the Crescenta  Cañada Valley community 
and encourages young learners to imagine  and help 
shape the future.

From left are Dr. Howie Nguyen, recipient Franklin Hughes, Dr. 
Jonathan Jiang and Pauline Jiang.
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Recipients with Dr. Jonathan Jiang (left) and Dr. Howie Nguyen 
and Pauline Jiang (right).

Kiwanis of Glendale 
Presents Scholarships

On May 29, the Glendale Kiwanis Club announced 
the recipients of its 2026 scholarship awards pf $2,000 
each that recognize exceptional high school and com-
munity college students for their academic excellence, 
community service and leadership.

This year, scholarships were awarded to outstanding 
graduates from Clark Magnet High School, Glen-
dale High School, Hoover High School and Glendale 
Community College, continuing a Kiwanis tradition of 
investing in the next generation of leaders.

“We are honored to support these talented and dedi-
cated students as they take the next steps in their edu-
cational journeys,” said Amy Taylor, scholarship chair 
for Kiwanis of Glendale. “These scholarships reflect 
our commitment to fostering youth development and 
building a stronger community.”

Shown from left, back row, are Anthony A., Gor G., Ethan S., Eva 
J. and Liana T; seated from left are Gisello B., Pateel H., Maya F., 
Sofia O. and Kuvira K.
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Congratulations!Congratulations! Dani Marie Acosta
Grace Margarit Adair
Payton Olivia Anderson
Grace Olivia Anich
Sophia Catherine Astalis
Lia Avagyan
Isabelle Cassandra Nazareno Basa
Margaux Bermudez
Avery Jewel Brist
Sofía Mercedes Bruchey
Alexandra Irelin Carr
Gianna Lee Casci
Emma Elise Cervantes
Amy Yiting Chen
Celeste Emma Chilleri
Savannah Grace Clarke
Layla Audrey Crossland

Autumn Kailyn Donahue
Mia Isabella Escobar
Cindy Candy Espinoza
Yaqi Feng
Grace Elizabeth Fuller
Sophia Lily Gallegos
Isabella Olivia Garcia
Lucia Elena Gauto
Isabelle Elena Marie Gaviña

   Eva Sophia Gezoukian
   Ella Ava Girón-Anderson
   Eliana Isabel Gonzalez

   Julia Marie Gutierrez
   Bella Hagobian
   Gemma Dale Rose Hancock
   Eliza Hernandez
   Jane Hernandez Navarro
   Kaelly Sophia Hernandez
   Sachiko Hillary
   Lila Renee Hindman
   Tina Hu
   Yaretzi Huicochea
   Ella Amira Husain
   Rebecca Ann Huston
   Avé Elisse Jones
   Mika Kaneko-Grun
   Charley Callanan Klein
   Courtney Tatum Kruse
   Keira Mei Zaide Kwan
   Eesha Sunil Lalwani
   Annie Lam
   Sabrina Mae Carlos Lauron
   Elia Lee
   Chloe Lee Ting Shiuan
   Sasha Mackenzie Leroy

Kaeila Cassandra Flores Lising
Caroline Liu
Skye McHale Louis
Gianna Charlize Lucio
Madeline Manzo
Ruzanna Margaryan
Grace Elaine McCarthy
Olivia McCarthy
Ava Grace McGarry
Elisa Mena
Kate Whitney Mester
Lyla Minton
Ella Mkrtchian
Kyla Marie T. Mohnani
Daniela Munguia Ponce
Julianna Paz Munoz
Gabriella-Alexis Nicolette Newman
Suri Nguyen Bao Quyen  
Carly Rose Norton
Janelle Sophia Porta
Cassey Helena Pulido
Christina Katherine Purcell
Ena Lane Ramsey
Teresa Marie Reilly
Victoria Elizabeth Reilly
Faye Mary Richard
Francesca Natalia Rocco

    Charlotte Allegra Rodriguez
    Natalia Douglas Rosales

    Grace Celeste Savarese
    Gianna Mylene Scaturchio
    Elise Sandra Schoettler
    Ary Nicole Shamo
    Juliette Helene Smith
    Sydney Leanne Smith
    Liza Corinne Stiefel
    Regan Shea Sweeney
    Leah Ani Toutounjian
    Sophia Anabel Tovar
    Chloe Crystal Tran
    Lily Marie Waggoner
    Jacqueline Nicole Ward
    Rose Xiang Yan
    Lori Yacoubian
    Sadie Young
    Allison Yue
    Everest Claridge Zander
    Fiona Zhang
    Susan Suchen Zheng
    Yoyo Zheng
    Annie Zhou
    Olivia Chenying Zhou

CLASS OF 2026

Matriculation

Flintridge Sacred Heart Academy, a Catholic, Dominican, independent, college-preparatory, day and boarding 
school, educates young women for a life of faith, integrity, and truth. 
 
FSHA.ORG   PHONE: 626-685-8500    IG: @FLINTRIDGESACREDHEART

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

Congratulations Class of 2026!

Barnard College
Baylor University
Berklee College of Music
Bucknell University
California Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo
California State University Northridge
California State University San Marcos
Chapman University
Clemson University
Columbia University
Duquesne University
Emerson College
Fordham University
Glendale Community College
Gonzaga University
Holy Cross College
Indiana University Bloomington

Johns Hopkins University
Lake Forest College
Louisiana State University
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Macalester College
Marist University
McGill University
Northeastern University
Oregon State University
Parsons School of Design
Pasadena City College
Pennsylvania State University
Pepperdine University
Pitzer College
Providence College
Saint Mary’s College of California

San Diego Mesa College
San Diego State University
Santa Barbara City College
Santa Clara University
Sarah Lawrence College
Smith College
Tufts University
Tulane University
University of California Berkeley
University of California Davis
University of California Irvine
University of California Los Angeles
University of California Riverside
University of California San Diego
University of California Santa Barbara
University of California Santa Cruz
University of Chicago

University of Colorado Boulder
University of Denver
University of Gloucestershire
University of Hawaii at Hilo
University of Hawaii at Manoa
University of Iowa
University of Oregon
University of Portland
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of Tennessee
University of Texas El Paso
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin–Madison
Villanova University
Westmont College
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Congratulations

Class of 

49
 

& Colleges

18%
Catholic 

Top 3 Majors  

587
acceptances to 170 

.  million

74
Graduates in the 

Class of 2026

American University
Boston College
Boston University
California Polytechnic 

State University, 
Pomona

California State 
University, Fullerton

California State 
University, San Marcos

Chapman University
Clark University
Colorado School of Mines
Colorado State University
Denison University

Technology
Fordham University
Georgetown University
Golden West College
John Cabot University

Louisiana State University

Loyola Marymount 
University (3)

Loyola University 
Maryland

Marist University

New York University (2)
Northeastern University
Pepperdine University
Sarah Lawrence College
Southern Methodist 

University (2)

(3)

Tulane University (3)
University of California, 

Berkeley (2)
University of California, 

Irvine
University of California, 

Los Angeles (4)
University of California, 

San Diego

University of Colorado, 
Boulder (2)

University of Miami
University of Oregon
University of Portland
University of Redlands
University of San Diego 

(2)
University of San 

Francisco
University of Southern 

California (11)
University of St. Andrews
University of Utah
University of Washington 

(3)
University of Wisconsin, 

Madison
University of Toronto
Villanova University
Yale University

Congratulations, graduates! The 74 members of the Class of 
2026 will attend the following 49 colleges and universities:

500 Bellefontaine Street, Pasadena 
(626) 799-9121 • mayfieldsenior.org

ATTENTION 
SPECIAL EDUCATION DIRECTORS

Diana Brandin Realtime 
Captioning & Sign
Language Services LLC
...OnPoint Captions & Sign Language

Providing services for any type of event, from educational 
to business settings, city council meetings to private 
gatherings for both in-person and remotely since 2004.
Call 818.279.8136   www.onpointaccess.com
email: db.realtimecaptioning@gmail.com   m/txt: (818) 433-9458

DIANA BRANDIN HELPS SPECIAL EDUCATION 
EFFORTS WITH CAPTIONING SERVICES

Captions are the words that are displayed on a television, com-
puter, mobile device or movie screen that describe the audio or 
sound portion of a program or video. “Real-time captions,” or com-
munication access real-time translation (CART), are created as an 
event takes place using a stenotype machine with a phonetic key-
board and special software. Diana Brandin first learned about the 
captioning field early in her education as a court reporter. Today, Di-
ana Brandin Realtime Captioning & Sign Language Service boasts 
high-profile clients ranging from K-12 to post-secondary education 
and STEAM to the medical and legal fields, to name a few.

Many government and educational institutions hire her company 
to help create captions. The passage of the Rehabilitation Act, 
which requires federal entities or organizations that receive federal 
funding to accommodate those who are deaf or hard of hearing 
with closed captioning, also helps grow her business. She has also 
discovered how eager schools are to help all of their students and 
has branched out to offer referrals for American Sign Language 
(ASL) interpreters that work in conjunction with the captioning ser-
vices she provides.
To learn more or for a free demonstration, visit 
www.onpointcaptions.com, call (818) 279-8136 or 
email db.realtimecaptioning@gmail.com
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LEE 
RECIPIENT 

OF 
SCHOLARSHIP

Madison Lee of 
La Cañada Flintridge, 
whose probable career 
field is in health care, 
received a scholarship 
from the University 
of Southern Califor-
nia (USC). USC is a 
private, coeducational 
and nonsectarian 
university.

Undergraduate 
enrollment is nearly 
14,000 students. The 
College of Letters, 
Arts and Sciences 
is complemented by 
19 professional and 
graduate schools of-
fering undergraduate 
and graduate degrees. 
Graduate enrollment 
is about 12,000.

Lee is among 2,500 
winners of National 
Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC) 
scholarships financed 
by U.S. colleges and 
universities.

Officials of each 
sponsor college 
selected their scholar-
ship winners from 
among the finalists 
in the 2026 National 
Merit Scholarship 
Program who plan to 
attend their institu-
tion. These awards 
provide between $500 
and $2,000 annually 
for up to four years of 
undergraduate study at 
the institution financ-
ing the scholarship.

Provided by NMSC


