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Council Discusses
COVID Practices,
Adopts Urgency Ordinance
By Julie BUTCHER
At the beginning of Tuesday’s
meeting of the Glendale City
Council, Mayor Paula Devine
commended city staff for the
recent holiday tree lighting and
invited everyone to visit the
Christmas tree in the courtyard
of city hall. She also shared
that the Democratic Party is
holding a clothing drive at the
Adult Recreation Center at
201 E. Colorado St. to support
the locally unhoused and was
collecting products on Sunday
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Socks,
hooded sweatshirts, toothpaste
and toothbrushes are all needed
and can be dropped off outside
the center.
“It is the season to give, the
season of hope,” said the mayor.
Dr. Jackie Gish called in to
the council meeting challenging the council’s conduct of last
week’s hearing overturning
the Planning Commission’s denial of a conditional use permit
(CUP) for a plant to capture
biogas produced by the Scholl
Canyon landﬁll. Gish stated
that she and the Glenoaks Homeowners Association believe
the hearing process was unfair
and biased toward Glendale
Water and Power (GWP).
Before hearing a yearly and
periodic ﬁnancial report, city
staff announced the retirement
of Finance Director Michelle
Flynn after nearly 22 years
of service. The ﬁnancial audit
that is required every year gave
Glendale a glowing report, ﬁnding “no signiﬁcant deﬁciencies.”
Finance Dept. staff reported
that for FY 2020-21, actual revenues were $9.2 million higher
than budgeted while expenditures were $9.4 million lower
than anticipated.
Mayor Devine questioned
whether the city’s current reserve of 36% was excessive;
“Cities around here are running
at 12%,” she said.
When the council reviewed
an expenditure for $250,000 for
COVID testing, councilmembers asked about the compliance mandate of city employees
see GCC on page 7
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Remembering the
‘Date that Will Live in Infamy’

By Mary O’KEEFE

Veterans
share their
memories of
WWII.

T

uesday marked 80 years since the
attack on Pearl Harbor, which
ushered the United States into
World War II. It was just before 8 a.m. on
a Sunday morning at the harbor located on
the island of Oahu, Hawaii when the Japanese attacked.
Each year there are fewer individuals
who remember the day President Franklin
D. Roosevelt described as “a date which will
live in infamy” in a speech he delivered on
Dec. 8, 1941 when he requested Congress
declare war.
“I was home, lying on the couch listening to the radio,” said Charles Tucker who
served in WWII in the Army Air Force. “I
was 17 then.”
Tucker was part of a gathering of WWII
veterans at a luncheon on Tuesday. The
event was co-sponsored by the Glendale
Burbank Republican Assembly, American
Legion Post 288 and Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 1614. The program included not
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Vietnam veteran Mike Baldwin (standing) talks to WWII veterans (from left) Andy Gero, Don Norbut
and Don Bonk about their service during WWII.

only the WWII veterans sharing
their memories but the reading
of a letter by late Senator Bob
Dole, also a WWII veteran. The
letter recognized the Glendale
Burbank Republican Assembly
and its efforts in calling atten-

tion to the WWII veterans and
their service. He also praised his
fellow veterans.
The tales of service were inspiring. Tucker shared that he
was assigned to the China Theater and ﬂew 17 missions as a

“tail gunner” in a B-25.
Fellow veterans at the luncheon were Don Norbut, who
served in the U.S. Navy and was
in the battle of Okinawa, Gordon
Reynertson, who served in Csee WWII on page 7

Residents Raise Alarms Over CVHS
Field Improvements

By Justin HAGER

Nearly 20 residents of Altura Avenue
and other nearby residential streets
met in front of the home of Phil Moore
on Saturday. Moore’s home sits near
the end of the one-block cul-de-sac, just
a few feet from the back of the endzone
of the track and field used by Crescenta
Valley High School for football, soccer,
lacrosse, rugby and track.
Several weeks ago, CV Weekly reported
on the approval of field improvements to
the Crescenta Valley High School athletic
complex. The proposed improvements
include a 1,714-person capacity bleacher
stand and upgrades to the field lighting
and public address system, with lights
and speakers extending as high as 100
feet into the air.
see BLEACHERS on page 6
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CVHS neighbors who feel their concerns about proposed improvements to the CVHS athletic field are being ignored
gathered on the property outside the high school.
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Weather in the
Foothills

Ho Ho Ho –
the Christmas
Season is Here

INSIDE

You can tell the Christmas season has arrived.
Though it may be difﬁcult to identify because the
Montrose Christmas Parade was canceled this
year, I know – simply by the number of invitations and various events being held – that the
Christmas season is here.
Things kicked off on Friday evening when the
Glendale Kiwanis Club (of which I am a member)
held its holiday party. Named for our new club
president Mike Swan, the “Swanderland” Holiday Gala was held at the Oakmont Country Club,
which was decked out in holiday ﬁnery. Everyone
there looked wonderful, including our board of
directors and attending members that included
Glendale City Councilmember Ardy Kassakhian
and his wife Courtney. (As an aside, this was the
ﬁrst time I had a chance to visit with Courtney
and she is great.) Steve, who wasn’t able to attend
the gala, had spoken to the club earlier in the day
on aviation archeology and missed out on a lot of
compliments about his knowledge of the subject
and his speaking ability.
On Saturday morning, I headed over to the
parking lot adjacent to the high school where I
picked up my pre-ordered Christmas tree and
wreaths. Selling the trees and wreaths was a
fundraiser for the high school baseball team and
it was a real treat when CV High School alum
Zack Torres helped tie the tree onto my car, assisted by freshman baseball players. For longtime
CV Weekly readers, I’m sure the name Zack Torres is familiar as he was a star runner for the
CVHS team. I asked him why he was lending a
hand and he said he was the coach’s son. Duh!
Baseball coach Phil Torres was Zack’s dad!
On Sunday night, Steve and I boarded a plane
at LAX and headed to Las Vegas where our son
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and his girlfriend were visiting from North
Carolina. (How can you resist an invitation like,
“You’re coming here to visit with us, right? After
all, we’re so near you guys.”) We ate at new places,
visited many Vegas “touristy” places and totally
enjoyed the face of his girlfriend, who had never
been to La Vegas before, as she took in the bright
lights and new sights. Our trip included tickets to
the Cirque du Soleil show KÀ at the MGM Grand.
This was the ﬁrst Cirque du Soleil show I had
ever been to and let me say that it was unbelievable! Truly an experience I will never forget. The
physicality of the actors was awe-inspiring; they
were climbing surfaces that seemed completely
perpendicular. It is hard to describe except to say
how phenomenal it was; I hope to return someday.
We ﬂew home late morning on Tuesday then
we both headed straight to work. After all – I had
a newspaper to prepare!
_________________
A reader brought up an interesting subject now
that we’ve entered the “yellow tier” of water conservation when many of us are supposed to water
only on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. He
said that there may be a lot of soggy papers come
Thursday mornings if folks are watering early
in the day, after the paper has been delivered.
(He was one.) He planned to change his watering times – and suggested others might also do
so – including shutting off automatic watering
when it rains.
Robin Goldsworthy is the publisher of the
Crescenta Valley Weekly.
She can be reached at robin@cvweekly.com or
by calling (818) 248-2740.
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Sale!

Wicked Crescenta
Valley

$19.99 $15.79

Sale!

“Life is the ﬁre that burns and the sun that gives light. Life is the wind and
the rain and the thunder in the sky. Life is matter and is earth, what is and
what is not, and what beyond is in Eternity.”
~ Lucius Annaeus Seneca, Roman Stoic philosopher, statesman, dramatis
There’s a change in the wind … metaphorically speaking! The persistent area of highpressure that has been hanging over a wide expanse of the western U.S. will continue
to dissipate. Why is this good news for us? Envision a door left wide open, allowing for
easy passage. When relating this to weather, as high pressure moves out, low pressure
moves in. Winter storms out of the Gulf of Alaska move down the North American
coastline and into Southern California. Once this type of pattern is established rainfall totals can easily reach average or above average. Let’s hope this will be the case.
The weather plans, according to NWS meteorologists, call for the chance of a goodsized storm system – including both rain and mountain snow – to get underway today
(Thursday). As usual during times of drought, precipitation is a most welcomed event.
But you may have someone, in fact someone living under your same roof, who strongly
disagrees. You would think someone who you no doubt spend a great deal of time with
wouldn’t have such an opposing opinion. Well that “someone” is not a person, but your
dog.
As often is the case, a storm is accompanied by thunder and lightning. These two
are always together; a ﬂash of lightning heats the air so dramatically that along the
path of the bolt it expands at a supersonic speed. The result is a sudden deafening clap
(more of a crack) of thunder. While this may be exciting and exhilarating to us human
animals, those of the canine persuasion are deathly afraid.
Dogs are often afraid of thunder simply because they don’t know what it is. Like
ﬁreworks, thunder is loud, unpredictable and often brings unexpected ﬂashes of light.
There are many reasons dogs may have astraphobia, or “thunder phobia,” though.
What to do?
• Try to create a safe place for your dog to go to when s/he hears the noises that frighten
him/her. But remember, this must be a safe location from his/her perspective, not
yours.
• Encourage your dog to engage in any activity that captures his/her attention and
distracts him/her from behaving fearfully.
• Do not attempt to reassure your dog when s/he’s afraid; it may reinforce his/her
fearful behavior.
Cool daytime highs and chilly overnight lows will continue through the weekend,
then a signiﬁcant storm system will bring periods of heavy rain and high elevation snow
Monday into Tuesday. Come Wednesday, cold northerly winds send the storm on its way.
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!
Sue Kilpatrick is a Crescenta Valley
resident and Ofﬁcial Skywarn Spotter for the
National Weather Service Reach her at suelkilpatrick@gmail.com.

Sale!

Crescenta Valley History:
Hidden In Plain Sight

$24.99 $19.74

Sale!

Sale!

La Crescenta

$21.99 $17.37

Sale!

Sale!

The Crescenta
Valley: Then & Now

$21.99 $17.37

Sale!

Crescenta Valley’s
Dirty Laundry

$24.99 $19.74

Order these books and others from

cvhistory.org

Los Angeles Wine:
A History from the
Mission Era to the Present

$19.99 $15.79

The Great Crescenta
Valley Flood:
New Year’s Day 1934

$19.99 $15.79

Murder & Mayhem
in the
Crescenta Valley

$19.99 $15.79

Thrilling Tales of the
Montrose Search
and Rescue

$24.99 $19.74
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Clarifying the SCE Tree
Trimming Procedure

IN BrIEf
CV Town Council Elections
Ballots can be cast on Friday, Dec. 10
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday, Dec.
11 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for three regular
and three alternate positions on the CV
Town Council. Only registered voters who
live in the unincorporated portion of Los
Angeles County La Crescenta-Montrose
and are over 18 years of age are eligible
to vote.
Ballots can be cast at St. Luke’s of
the Mountains Episcopal Church, 2563
Rosemont Ave. in La Crescenta (at the
corner of Rosemont Avenue).
CVCA Holding Meeting
The Crescenta Valley Community Assn.
will have its monthly meeting tonight,
Dec. 9, at 7 p.m. via Zoom. The meeting
will include discussion on local issues as
well as an opportunity for foothill area
residents to bring concerns.
Contact
the
CVCA
at
crescentavalleycommunityassn@gmail.
com with questions and for Zoom meeting
information. All are welcome.
Rosemont Preserve Restoration Day
The community is invited to the
Rosemont Preserve Restoration Day on
Saturday, Dec. 11 from 9 a.m. until 11
a.m. to help protect the natural habitat
at Rosemont Preserve. Volunteers will be
removing invasive, non native plants and
cleaning up the trails for upcoming field
trips. Wear sturdy shoes, comfortable
clothes and garden gloves (long pants and
sleeves are recommended). Tools will be
available.
The Preserve is located at the north end
of Rosemont Avenue, just past the chain
link fence. As street parking is limited,
please park at Two Strike Park, 5107
Rosemont Ave. Those with mobility issues
who require a closer parking spot should
contact RosemontFriends@gmail.com.
This event is free to the public and
suitable for all ages and no reservations
required. Rain cancels event. Sorry, no
pets please.
For further information, contact the
Friends of the Rosemont Preserve at
RosemontFriends@gmail.com.
Fundraiser Benefits OIC
On Wednesday, Dec. 15 between
the hours of 11a.m. and 8:30 p.m., the
La Cañada Flintridge Orthopaedic
Guild (LCFOG) is having a fundraiser
at Honeybird Chicken in La Cañada.
Honeybird Chicken will donate a portion
of proceeds of all orders to LCFOG,
which will help children at Orthopaedic
Institute for Children (OIC). In addition
to chicken and fish, Honeybird offers
salads and homemade pies.
Honeybird Chicken is located at 714
Foothill Blvd. in La Cañada; phone is
(818) 415-0489.

Got
Good
Food?

Call
818.248.2740 for
advertising info.

By Mary O’KEEFE

S

outhern California Edison is out
in the neighborhoods trimming,
and in some cases cutting down,
trees as part of its program of ensuring
public safety and electricity reliability.
“We have regulatory clearance
requirements that we have to maintain
at all times,” said David Guzman,
manager, SCE vegetation management.
For many in the community, the
cutting and trimming of trees is a very
sensitive issue. While residents want to
keep the majestic trees that frame the
community they also see the reality of
the danger they might pose, either from
wildfires or downed trees.
In 2019, the state increased the
trimming clearance requirements from
six feet to 12 feet in high-risk fire areas.
State regulations require utilities to
trim trees or vegetation that could cause
a power outage and/or spark a fire or be
a danger to the public. Enhanced tree
trimming is part of the SCE Wildfire
Mitigation Plan.
Trimming or removing trees is a
process that begins with an inspection
by certified arborists who review the
tree and determine what needs to done
to protect the public. There can be
exemptions involved as well.
On Wednesday, SCE was removing a
tree in the 2500 block of Mayfield Avenue.
The tree was actually the property of Los
Angeles County and was healthy but the
arborist decided it needed to be removed
because of the continued threat it posed
to public safety. The branches were near
the high voltage utility wire – that is the
wire that is at the uppermost top of the
utility pole.
Though SCE tree trimmers had cut the
branches close to the wire there was still
a full canopy of branches at the top that
created a danger.
“You still have the growth up above
that starts to overhang and become a
hazard,” Guzman said.
The decision was made to remove the
tree because it “could not thrive to its full
potential” and SCE would have to come
out continuously to trim the branches
to ensure they were away from the high
voltage wires.
SCE was removing the tree and
replacing it with a willow tree that has
an expected height of 30 feet at maturity,
added Gerry Avila, SCE local arborist.
“We promote the right tree at the right
place,” Guzman added.
LA County gave permission to remove
the tree; however, SCE representatives
still contacted the resident who lives
close to the tree.
“Our policy is ‘customer first’ with LA
County,” Guzman said. “They require
us to get permission from the adjacent
owner for [removal of] the tree.”
That discussion and permission would
then be shared with LA County.
“We are required to talk to the customer
first,” Guzman said.
The resident at the location wanted
the tree to be removed because he was
concerned for neighborhood safety,
fearing a strong wind could topple it.
Many residents have contacted CVW
stating they were not given any warning
that a tree would be trimmed or removed.
However, Guzman said after the initial
investigation residents will receive a

Photo by Mary O’KEEFE

Local residents will see more
tree trimming by SCE and its
contractors in an effort to reduce
dangers posed by wildfires or
trees toppled by winds.

notice 30 to 45 days before tree trimming
commences, then another seven days to
24 hours prior to work beginning.
Avila added neighbors have contacted
him who were not notified of the trimming
who live several houses away.
“We are notifying the property
owner,” he said. “We do have a separate
notification for County [owned] trees –
not only do we notify the homeowner we
[also notify] neighbors 500 feet in both
directions.”
There are still residents who have
their concerns about how SCE and their
tree trimming/removal contractors trim
the trees and notify residents.
“Everything we do has been evaluated
by a professional utility arborist and
the mitigation actions that are taken
are meant to ensure public safety
including [protecting against] wildfires
and [providing] electrical reliability,”
Guzman said.

For residents who have concerns about
a notice they received they are encouraged
to call the number on the notice and ask
a representative to explain the process
that has been proposed. Those who are
concerned about a tree and would like
SCE to have it evaluated or have other
questions can call (800) 655-4555.
SCE also wants to remind residents
they will never charge for tree trimming,
removal or inspections. There have
been scams in the past in which people
state they are utility representatives
and present residents with a fee for
future tree trimming. Guzman said
representatives from SCE will drive
a vehicle that is marked as SCE and
wear jackets/vests with SCE patches
and each representative also carries an
identification card.
Customers who get a call or notice that
requests payment for tree trimming are
asked to call the above 800 number.
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www.flintridgebooks.com
g i f t s • s tat i o n e r y • g a m e s • t oy s
– Maps and Graphics That Will
Change How You See the World
– How Historic Places Can
Transform America’s Cities

Stop in for a catalog of recommendations
from your local indie booksellers and
shop from our shelves.
extended Holiday Hours:
12/18-12/19 - 10:00 AM-8:00 PM
12/24 - 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
12/25 - closed
12/31 - 10:00 AM-6:00 PM
1/1/22 – closed

holiday
greeting
cards

Spa
Items

Artistic
Socks

We offer Gift Cards, a
variety of Gift Items, and
Stocking Stuffers
Puzzles
350-2000
pieces

Gift
Cards

Advent
Calendars

Happy
FLINTRIDGE BOOKSTORE olidays!
858 FOOTHILL BLVD, LA CAÑADA FLINTRIDGE, CA 91011 H
Mon-Fri 10AM-8PM; Sat, Sun 10AM-7PM

818.790.0717
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Smoke In Your Eyes?
Might be an ANF
Prescribed Burn

Local residents near Angeles
National Forest may see
smoke in the coming days and
weeks as prescribed burns are
being initiated to reduce the
risk of wildfire to people and
communities.
Today, Thursday, prescribed
burns will be conducted near
Clear Creek, Little Tujunga
and Angeles Crest fire stations.
Smoke may be visible by local
residents.
With
the
objective
of
increasing defensible space
and improving health across
the forest, prescribed burns are
planned at administrative sites

such as fire stations, visitor
centers, fuel-breaks and in areas
with densely populated tree
growth. These burns will occur
through the winter and spring
months as weather and other
related factors permit. Angeles
National Forest representatives
are encouraging residents of Los
Angeles County to stay informed
on where burn projects will
occur and subsequent smoke
will be visible by following the
agency on social media.
Preparation for prescribed
fire starts early in the year when
fire officials implement fuels
and vegetation management

projects. These projects are a
proactive approach to managing
risk so when cooler weather
conditions occur firefighters
can pivot from suppressing
unwanted fires to igniting
controlled burns, which foster
a healthier ecosystem and
minimizes the effects of large
wildfires on the landscape.
When implementing these
projects, fire managers follow
a burn plan that outlines the
“prescription” or environmental
conditions, such as temperature,
wind, fuel moisture, ventilation
and relative humidity that
see BURN on page 6

Pedestrian Struck in
La Cañada

By Mary O’KEEFE

A woman was struck in the
crosswalk at Union Avenue and
Foothill Boulevard in La Cañada
Flintridge on Saturday about 5
p.m.

“The [victim] may have been
jogging,” said Sgt. Taylor, Los
Angeles County Sheriff ’s Dept.Crescenta Valley Station.
It appeared the driver was
traveling westbound in the left
lane when it struck the female

pedestrian. It was determined
that speed was not a factor. The
driver stopped.
The woman was transported to
the hospital where she remains,
according to LASD-Crescenta
Valley Station.

spacious new boarding kennels
& air conditioned runs

CBD STORE

6934 Foothill Blvd, Tujunga, CA 91042 • (818) 352-6085

in MONTROSE

CBD STORE
in MONTROSE

818 369-7070 |

2490 Honolulu Ave.

(right down the street from Trader Joe’s)

CBDComfortzone.com

New Vaccines in
Don’t
Have
A
Development as Omicron Meltdown This
Takes Center Stage
Holiday Season!
By Justin HAGER

With the arrival of the
winter holiday season, the
onset of the latest variant of
the deadly COVID-19 virus –
omicron – could not have come
at a worse time. More than 50
million Americans are expected
to engage in interstate travel
during the winter holidays,
including groups like students
and seniors who are more likely
to live in communal residences,
which make the risk of a mass
outbreak more likely.
Though a lot about omicron
isn’t known yet, according
to Don Diamond, P.h.D.,
a professor in the Dept. of
Hematology & Hematopoietic
Cell Transplantation at City
of Hope comprehensive care
hospital and research center
in Los Angeles, what is known
points to omicron being the most
contagious variant of COVID to
be identified.
“Omicron
likely
arose
from a person who was
immunocompromised
and
thus provided the virus with
greater opportunities to evolve
and develop the more than 50
mutations it now has,” said Dr.
Diamond. “There is a sequence
of DNA that looks very similar to
one of the common cold-viruses;
it also appears to have elements
of both beta and delta. It is very
good at being transmissible, a
couple-fold more transmissible

than delta, which is a couple
of fold more than alpha, which
is a couple fold more than the
original. The holidays are a huge
dilemma because people want to
congregate. If one person has
the virus, you have to assume
that everyone sitting at that
holiday table has a good chance
of getting it, with outcomes
dependent upon the individual.”
Medical experts like Dr.
Diamond are also concerned
about whether the current
vaccines will be as effective
against omicron as they are
against delta, beta, alpha and
the original COVID-19 virus.
While being clear that there
is still much data specific to
omicron that is not known yet,
Dr. Diamond explained that
current vaccine technology
prompts the body to develop
neutralizing antibodies, which
are like special forces soldiers
– potent, but temporary and
specialized. A growing body of
evidence shows that the current
vaccines lose a significant
portion of their efficacy after six
months because the number of
neutralizing antibodies declines
and it takes significant time for
the body to train more.
To combat this problem, Dr.
Diamond is working on a next
generation COVID vaccine
that would prompt the body to
develop T-cells. T-cells are like
a standing army or guard that
occurs at a lower frequency but

are much longer lived.
When the COVID-19 virus
first appears in the body the
T-cells are already primed, they
are already circulating at low
levels and once they engage with
the virus they send a signal to
produce a response immediately,
cutting the immune system’s
response time from a few weeks
down to just a day or two.
Because they are less
specialized, the T-cells are
also better than neutralizing
antibodies at responding to
multiple variants, like omicron.
Dr. Diamond’s vaccine is
currently undergoing multiple
trials, including one that is
studying the effects of the
vaccine on patients who are
immunocompromised due to
transplants and another as a
one-shot booster for healthy and
fit adults. He is also exploring a
trial for those patients who are
affected by cancer and have a
harder time responding to the
vaccine.
When asked what preventive
measures can be taken to keep
safe during the holiday season,
he responded, “You have to
be anti-social, you have to be
vaccinated, you have to be
recently boosted and you have
to wear a mask indoors [and]
outdoors if you want to avoid
getting it. It’s a shame, but
many things are a shame and
we either protect ourselves or
we don’t.”

Happy
Holidays

ENJOY THE
BENEFITS OF CBD
B
Anxiety | Arthritis | Pain
Depression | Sleeplessness

GeT 10% Off One ITeM
Mention this ad for discount

3rd Annual Lanterman House
Gingerbread House Contest
Sunday, December 19th

The contest is free and open to all ages and skill levels. From tall ones
to small ones, we want to see your best gingerbread architecture!
Prizes provided by our sponsor, the Cakery Bakery.
Submissions must be dropped off on Sunday, December 19th
between 10am and 12 noon at the Lanterman House. Submissions
will be on display during the Holiday Open House from 1-4pm.
For more information, visit

www.lantermanhouse.org

4420 Encinas Drive • La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011
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have sent children through the
school system, have watched
their children play on the field
near their homes and had hoped
to live out the remainder of their
lives in a community where
they could enjoy a mostly quiet
setting complemented by the
occasional sounds of activities
at the high school. Instead, they
claim, they face an almost daily
onslaught of traffic and
activity that often begins
early in the morning with
band practice and ends at 10
p.m. or later when the final
New
athletic event or field rental
ClieNt
activity concludes.
SpeCial!
They
are
concerned
that, once the proposed
improvements
are
Dr. Brian Miller D.C. and the friendly team at The Chiropractic Place
completed,
field
rental
will
in Montrose provide chiropractic, nutrition and natural healing arts to target
become even more common,
your unique needs. Whether you are suffering from back pain, neck pain,
push later into the nights
headaches or even just plain old muscular tightness and tension, you can
and weekends, and be
benefit from the services offered at The Chiropractic Place:
literally highlighted by
massive lighting and sound
• Chiropractic Care
installations.
• Lifestyle Advice
“GUSD already rents
out
the field regularly and
• Nutritional Counseling
there is no reason to believe
• Advanced Lab Testing
that would change after
the upgrades are made,”
You may need pain relief after suffering from an accident, experiencing
said Johnston. “It’s just not
an injury, or have a specific condition such as carpal tunnel syndrome,
reasonable to expect that
migraines, or neuropathy; even if you just want to improve your overall
type of amplified sound and
health, Dr. Miller can help you achieve your wellness goals!
lighting six nights a week.”
The draft environmental
Free consultation!
impact report reflects her
Dr. Brian Miller D.C.
concerns, stating that “Field
The Chiropractic Place
lighting would be shielded
2235 Honolulu Avenue, Montrose, CA 91020
and aimed to reduce light
(818) 249-2300
trespass to the greatest

Following the story, a group
of local community members
who live on the streets
immediately
surrounding
the high school voiced their
concerns with the project. They
expressed frustration that their
voices were being “ignored”
and their concerns were being
overlooked about how the new
field improvements would affect

their quality of life.
Most of the people present at
the gathering are lifelong or even
multi-generational residents of
La Crescenta. Among the group
was Rosemary Johnston, a 23year resident; Monica Pawlak,
a 28-year resident; and Martha
Puerto, a 35-year resident. They
are among the more outspoken
members of the group. Each

extent possible [to] minimize
the impact; however, significant
levels of light from the proposed
project would still spill onto
adjoining residential uses,” and
“Construction of a sound wall
and relocation of the PA speaker
locations away from sensitive
receptors
would
minimize
the impact; however, shortterm
operational-generated
noise levels would still cause
substantial periodic increase
above existing ambient noise
levels.”
Other residents expressed
concerns about traffic, parking,
public safety and repeated
damage to their property. In
public meetings, GUSD has
insisted that event attendees
will be able to utilize the
parking lot at the First Baptist
Community
Life
Church
but, as of press time, there
were no specific guarantees
in place to either make the
church parking lot available
or provide alternative parking
accommodations – a detail that
resident Talin Yeganian has not
overlooked.
“I would like to see a letter of
confirmation that people from
Crescenta Valley can park at
the church,” she said. “There
is no place to build a parking
structure. The site was initially
a junior high. Now it’s the
smallest high school site in the
district.”
The group recognized that
the project is almost certain to

move forward but hoped that
their voices could still help
shape the project and preserve
some of their quality of life
moving forward. Their proposed
solutions include permitted
parking on residential streets,
advance notice of when events
or rentals are taking place
– especially at night or on
weekends – security for large
events to protect their property
from vandalism, sanitation and
trash services to clean up their
streets after large events, a
limit on the number of days per
week that the field is available
for rent, and mitigation of sound
and lighting systems.
Perhaps more than any other
issue, however, the group simply
wanted to be heard.
Both Johnston and Matt
Tanaka sent emails expressing
their concerns early on in the EIR
process, emails they say went
unanswered. They claim GUSD
board members committed to
keeping them informed on the
process and promised to invite
them to participate in public
meetings where the issue would
be considered, only to never
hear from them again.
“They told us they wanted
community input and would
keep us in the loop,” said Tanaka,
“but then never responded …
they essentially said that they
only wanted our input if we
agreed with them.”

BURN from page 5

will allow for safe, controlled
burns to take place. When criteria are met, crews implement,
monitor and patrol each burn
to ensure it meets the goals and
objectives outlined by managers.
Prescribed fires include both
understory and pile burning to
reduce the amount of vegetation,
such as needles, small plants,
brush, and small trees, which
can carry fire from the forest
floor into the treetops.
The ignition of all prescribed
burns is dependent on the

availability
of
personnel,
equipment and appropriate
conditions. Prescribed burn
planning and execution are
closely coordinated with the
National Weather Service and Air
Quality Management Districts
to manage smoke production and
minimize impacts as much as
possible.
When burns occur, information
signs will be posted along the
roadways to alert the public to the
burning activity and subsequent
visible smoke in the area.

Deceased Man,
19, Found in Car
By Mary O’KEEFE

Glendale police responded to a
residence in the 3300 block of
Montrose Avenue at 9:51 a.m.
on Sunday regarding a death
investigation. Once police arrived
they discovered an adult male, 19,

who was deceased, inside a vehicle
parked in front of the location.
“Foul play is not suspected,”
according to Sgt. Christian
Hauptmann, GPD spokesman.
The cause of death is still under
investigation by the Los Angeles
County Coroner’s Office.

CRIME BLOTTER
Dec. 3
4700 block of Rosemont
Avenue in La Crescenta, a
catalytic converter was stolen
from a vehicle between 7:30 a.m.
and 4 p.m.

800 block of Inverness Drive
in La Cañada Flintridge, as a
resident was watering the plants
in the front yard he noticed mail
scattered in the street. A lot of

the mail was addressed to him
and his wife. Surveillance footage
revealed a vehicle, described as a
blue or gray SUV, pull up to the
resident’s mailbox. A man exited
the vehicle, reached inside the
mailbox and pull out a handful
of mail. He then got back into his
vehicle and drove away, tossing
several pieces of mail out of the
passenger side window.
The theft occurred at 6:25 a.m.

NEWS
GCC from Cover

who must either show proof
of vaccination or take weekly
tests. The city is currently only
testing 200 of the estimated 400
workers who have either refused
to be vaccinated or have not
provided documentation of their
vaccination status. That means
that 25% of the city’s approximate
1,900
full
and
part-time
employees remain unvaccinated.
“It doesn’t sit that well with
me,” said Councilmember Dan
Brotman, “that our taxpayers
are having to spend money on
tests for people who won’t get
vaccinated.”
HR director Matt Doyle
explained that there were
“logistical issues” testing police
officers. Mayor Devine suggested
establishing one day and place for
all the testing.
“Why are we bending over
backward to accommodate these
people?” asked the mayor. “If
they’re not vaccinated, this is
when the testing is and, if you
don’t come to work, you don’t get
paid.”
She also asked if the city has
to pay for the tests. The city
attorney answered that if the city
requires the test, it must pay for
them and that the city would also
be required to pay employees for
the time required to be tested.
Next, the council adopted an
urgency ordinance setting interim
guidelines for new housing
construction encouraged by
California’s Housing Opportunity
and More Efficiency Act (HOME)
and bills passed by the state
legislature that Glendale staff
and elected officials are concerned
usurp the authority of local
governments. In response to the
statewide legislation, the council
unanimously approved objective
local standards requiring a
minimum internal setback of four
feet, the payment of development
impact fees (DIFs), one parking
space per unit (no parking spots
are required if the property is
within one-half mile of a highquality transit corridor, major
transit stop or one block from a
car share).
The splitting of properties
allowed by SB 9 would be
prohibited
by
Glendale’s
ordinance in the presence of a
guest house; SB 9 units would not
be permitted between residential
dwellings and either street
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fronts or street-side setbacks;
covenants for reciprocal use
agreements would be required
for access, drainage, utilities
and parking; short-term rentals
would be banned; and mandates
for owner-occupancy would “be
enforced to the fullest extent.”
Accessory dwellings (ADUs and
JADUs) would count toward the
maximum of four homes on any
split lot.
Councilmember
Ardy
Kassakhian
questioned
estimates that there would only
be 1000 market-feasible units
potentially created in Glendale
by these efforts. Additionally,
Councilmember Ara Najarian
clarified that properties in
designated historic districts are
exempt from the laws.
Councilmembers noted they
have received calls and emails
from residents concerned about
narrow streets in high-risk fire
areas. Glendale Fire Dept. Chief
Silvio Lanzas told the council
that although 60% of Glendale
is situated in a high fire danger
zone, the danger is mitigated
by everything done to prevent
and fight fires. Callers into the
meeting also asked that the
city reinstate previous building
standards for slopes more than
50% or that require the moving
of more than 1,500 cubic feet of
earth.
Next, city manager Roubik
Golanian detailed plans for
changes to city management:
current acting Chief Information
Officer Jason Bradford will head
a new combined department
of Finance & Information
Technology. Chief Lanzas will
become one of two assistant city
managers tasked with overseeing
city operations in addition to
his regular duties. With the
retirement of HR director Matt
Doyle, Golanian proposed to
modernize the role to include
developing citywide strategies
for recruitment. The annual cost
of the executive management reorganization is $139,000 and will
net savings of $617,000 per year.
“Bold move,” Mayor Devine
commented after the vote.
The council moved on to
approve a Mills Act agreement
for the Calori House at 3021 E.
Chevy Chase Drive. The city’s
Historic Preservation Planner
Jay Platt shared details about the

home, built in 1926 and designed
by Lloyd Wright, commonly
known as Frank Lloyd Wright Jr.
“It’s a pretty fantastic house,”
Platt told the council. “Subtle,
but really interesting. It’s a
combination of Spanish Colonial,
Art Deco and something very
unique to Wright’s style.”
According
to
California’s
Office of Historic Preservation,
“The Mills Act is the single most
important economic incentive
program in California for the
restoration and preservation
of qualified historic buildings
by private property owners.
The Mills Act Program is
administered and implemented
by local governments. Mills
Act contracts are between the
property owner and the local
government granting the tax
abatement.”
The council heard an update on
the city’s transit electrification
study, conducted along with
Pasadena and Burbank. A
consultant from CALSTART
explained the steps necessary
to replace the city’s compressed
natural gas vehicles with zeroemission electric buses.
CALSTART describes itself as
“a national nonprofit, founded
in 1992, to accelerate clean
transportation.”
California’s Air Resources
Board’s Innovative Clean Transit
regulations
mandate
that
small transit agencies, such as
Glendale’s Beeline, fully electrify
by 2029 with at least 25% of new
buses being electric by 2026.
“There are many benefits to
zero tailpipe emissions because
these pollutants are harmful to
public health,” the consultant
told the council. While the
estimated cost to electrify the
entire city fleet is expected to top
$48 million, the city has plans in
the works to purchase five new
35-foot electric buses.
Councilmember
Najarian
reported that LA Metro set a
goal of being totally electric by
2030 but is unlikely to meet that
goal given the complexities of
the effort. Metro has rolled out
electric buses on certain lines
and the rapid bus planned to
run through Glendale will be
provided by 60-foot articulated
electric buses.
Finally, the council okayed
preliminary plans for remodeling

in Illinois when I heard it on the
radio,” shared Bonk.
Norbut was 15, born and raised
in Los Angeles, when Pearl Harbor
occurred. The fear of another
attack, this time on the California
shore, was very real. According
to reports, there were sightings of
Japanese planes over Los Angeles.
In February 1942 a Japanese
submarine surfaced off the coast
of Santa Barbara and attacked
an oil field; it inflicted only minor
damage. Then military tracked
what it thought was the enemy just
120 miles off the coast of LA. Air
raid sirens began to wail and antiaircraft guns shot into the sky.
“It was supposed to be enemy
aircraft but turned out it was a false
alarm,” Norbut said.
Gero added the fear people felt
after the attack was real.

All were in their teens when
Pearl Harbor was attacked and,
like so many of their era, knew they
would be signing up to help defend
their country.
Gero spoke of living in a small
town at the time and how, within
days, so many had joined the fight.
“All the young men were gone
and about one third of them
didn’t return,” he said. “We must
remember that we owe a lot to those
[men].”
In typical “greatest generation”
style, the veterans underplayed
their service while focusing on
others. All felt at home – and
grateful – to be sharing stories of
their 80-year-old memories.
“I am so blessed to be in the
company of these WWII vets,”
Norbut said.

WWII from Cover

Company 411 Infantry U.S. Army
103 Cactus Division, Don Bonk,
who served in the U.S. Navy in the
Navy’s amphibious force aboard
the USS Gerald #174 in the Paciﬁc
Theater, and Andy Gero, who
served in the U.S. Army in the later
years of WWII. He was stationed at
a hospital in Hawaii and continued
to serve in Korea.
Dec. 7, 1941 changed everything
for these veterans, and the world.
“I was in the backyard chopping
wood when my dad came out
and said they just bombed Pearl
Harbor,” Gero said. He added at
that time he had no idea where
Pearl Harbor or Hawaii -were.
Reynertson also wondered where
Pearl Harbor was located; he was
home eating lunch when he heard
about the attack from radio reports.
“I was 15, living with my aunt

the children’s and teen areas
of the Central Library. Library
head Dr. Gary Shaffer detailed
plans and shared renderings for
a bright, inviting area that “will
encourage children and their
families to use library services.”
Plans include a separate reading
room, a children’s workroom, a
lactation room, two large family
restrooms, benches for families
and younger children in an early
childhood area, and a separate
teen space complete with a new
recording studio.
“This is very exciting and
totally overdue,” Councilmember

Kassakhian said. The design is
expected to be completed by the
end of January and the overall
plans will cost between $4 and $5
million.
Councilmember
Najarian
expressed frustration with past
remodeling projects.
“Once bitten, twice shy,” he
said. “I want a project manager
on this like a hawk. Not like we
did a $20 million renovation and
ended up with a leaky roof and
torn carpets.”
“It looks very nice,” he added of
the plans, “and very expensive.”

Everything to decorate your home for

The

Holidays
2234 Honolulu Avenue, Montrose
(818) 330-7100
holidayhouseinteriors.com
IG: holidayhouseinteriors
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Find your holiday cheer at
La Crescenta Pharmacy

Your HomeTown
Pharmacy
c al
Fre e lroY
Delive

818.248.5851

2764 Foothill Blvd. La Crescenta

BREAKING NEWS!
Now delivering to Burbank/Toluca Lake!
Vendome
Wells Fargo
Mailbox Toluca Lake
Sharky’s
UPS Store
US Bank
Honeybaked Ham
Trader Joes
Patys Restaurant
Something Vegan
Garry Marshall Theatre
Bob’s Big Boy
Priscilla’s Coffee
Smokehouse Restaurant

10600
10225
10153 1/2
10119
10061
10100
10106
10130
10001
10000
4252
4211
4150
4420

Riverside Dr, Burbank
Riverside Dr, Burbank
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Lakeside Dr, Toluca Lake

Now in
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and...

Toluca
Lake
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TREASURES OF THE VALLEY » MIKE LAWLER

Vietnam POW Returns Home to Montrose – Part 2

Last week we read about Lt.
George McSwain, a Vietnam POW.
He grew up in Montrose and went
on to become a Navy pilot. He was
shot down over North Vietnam in
1966. He was a POW for 6½ years
but was released in early 1973 to
return home to Montrose.
McSwain’s homecoming was
to be a community-wide event.
Donations flooded in to make his
reception a big deal. Six thousand
bumper
stickers
welcoming
McSwain home were printed
and distributed everywhere in
the valley and a big banner was
strung across Ocean View and
Honolulu. McSwain’s mother
Eudene watched a live broadcast
of her son arriving at his first
stop in the Philippines, and told
the newspapers, “He looked
beautiful!” She also said that in
a recent letter he seemed most
interested in any changes in his

neighborhood and the community.
Mrs. McSwain, with the help of
neighbors, decorated her house for
the homecoming. The Navy sent
an official car, decorated with the
welcome home bumper stickers,
to take her to his final drop-off
point in San Diego. She took with
her a bottle of champagne, a book
of Peanuts cartoons (his favorite),
a book of Apollo moon landing
photos (he missed that), a Playboy
magazine and recent copies of the
local paper, The Ledger.
Families of the returning POWs
gathered at the runway as a silver
hospital plane, dubbed the “Hanoi
Taxi,” set down and taxied toward
them. Thirteen gaunt men, all
pilots shot down in 1966 and ’67,
walked down the ramp and onto
a red carpet as the crowd erupted
in cheers. Lt. McSwain shouted,
“Hello, America!” and was hugged
by his mom. Another POW who

hailed from Glendale came down
the ramp and into the arms of
his family, a wife and two sons he
hadn’t seen in over six years. Even
jaded news reporters covering the
reunions had tears in their eyes.
After a quick hospital checkup,
McSwain and mom headed back
to Montrose.
Honolulu Avenue was lined
with a flag-waving crowd as
McSwain was driven down the
street, flanked by a police escort.
Part way down the street, the
car McSwain was riding in broke
down. He was transferred to a
Glendale police car and the whole
parade went around the block for
a second pass down Honolulu.
They arrived at the McSwain
house crowded with well-wishers.
A huge red, white and blue
cake was donated by Ebmeyer’s
Bakery and a new watch for
McSwain was given by Montrose

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
More Disclosure Needed
In response to the article in the Dec. 2 CV
Weekly regarding the Scholl Biogas Plant
(“Biogas Debate Subject of Council Meeting”),
the meeting was not a long, detailed and
thorough discussion of the Scholl Biogas
Plant, just long. Glendale Water & Power
(GWP) got unlimited time (they used two
hours) and we (representing Glenoaks
Canyon) were allowed 10 minutes – not
even an extra minute to introduce ourselves
(hence some of the quotes, attributed to me,

Midway through my first term (last summer), two complaints were submitted to the Council President. One of
them was by a person who does not live in our community.
One of them was by an anonymous local. Their identity,
deemed confidential, was never revealed. Based on this
email, a closed-door vote was had which found me censured for six weeks. So check this out…
Closed-door meetings are top-secret. Nothing discussed in
them is allowed to be divulged. Here’s the rub. Everything
the Council does, discusses, votes upon and plans occurs
within those meetings. If members break this rule they are
disciplined. If members are disciplined they are banned
from running for two years. So if someone witnesses
unsavory behaviors they are gagged from speaking. If they
do speak, they’ll be disciplined and banned.
My own discipline occurred in one of these closed-door
meetings and so I was told I wasn’t allowed to speak about
being disciplined lest additional discipline befall me. I am
writing this piece to spotlight the behavior. There is no
situation (in local politics or otherwise) where someone
should tell you to keep quiet or they’ll punish you more.

Keep in mind – our Council is not a true governing body.
It is a 501c4 non-profit advisory board. The County does
not oversee its standards or protocol. The room is sealed
from all sides and dissension is squeezed out. Precedent
is ignored and the bylaws are used as a cudgel. Example:
The bylaws state you need to live in La Crescenta to serve.
Then Councilmember Sophal Ear took a job in Phoenix
and moved away. In a closed-door meeting the Council
voted 7/3 that he lives here and should continue to vote on
your behalf from 400 miles away. Mr. Ear was not present
for the vote because he was in Phoenix. Mr. Ear has been

Mike Lawler is the former president
of the Historical Society of the Crescenta
Valley and loves local history. Reach him
at lawlerdad@yahoo.com.

see LETTERS on page 23

Best Wishes to All for the
Holidays and New Year!

The Crescenta Valley Town Council hopes
you, your family, and friends have a lovely
holiday season filled with joy and meaning. The
best part of this time of year is remembering
those who make the holidays meaningful. We
wish you all the love and happiness this season

Pa i d a d v e rt i s e m e n t

My name is Johnny Brookbank and I’m running as a
write-in candidate for the Crescenta Valley Town Council.
I have served for a year but was removed from the 2021
election ballot after our Council took a vote in a closeddoor meeting. Just under half the Council was not able to
be present for the vote. The community was not told it was
occurring. Its discussion will not be found on an agenda.
The vote passed 5/2 that my name should be pruned. The
decision to do so was based on a prior “discipline” the
Council sought. More on that below but as a community
rep my belief is that closed door votes have no place on a
Town Council. All votes should be public knowledge.

in Eastern Oregon. McSwain had
retired nearby and the two struck
up a friendship. Soon the young
woman realized who McSwain
was and their connection grew
deeper. It was fate, a friendship
meant to be. Despite the three
decades of difference in their age,
McSwain became an integral
part of the woman’s life and
the life of her children. In 2014,
McSwain was diagnosed with
terminal cancer and soon suffered
a massive stroke. The waitress
took McSwain into her home and
took care of him until he died just
a few months later. The promise
she had made as a 5-year-old had
been fulfilled to help Lt. George
McSwain through his pain.

NEWS FROM THE CV TOWN COUNCIL » PRESIDENT HARRY LEON

were made by GOCHA board member Marie
Freeman).
GWP could have their people in the room;
we could have no one (we were on WebEx).
GWP was allowed a rebuttal. Fair and
thorough?
The project will not generate 12 MW net
power at the beginning because power is
needed to compress and refrigerate the gas
and cool the engines. Maintenance downtime
will also reduce the average power. Perhaps

Something Curious is Brewing in
the CV Political Scene!

Jewelry. McSwain spent about
five days at home in Montrose
before reporting back for duty. He
couldn’t wait to get back in a jet
and that’s exactly what he did. He
piloted fighter jets until he retired
in 1981 with two Purple Hearts,
two Silver Stars, two Bronze Stars
and a Legion of Merit medal.
The wrap-up to this story is
pretty amazing. In 1973, a 5-yearold girl in Oregon was watching a
newscast of the returning POWs.
She saw McSwain debark from
the plane in San Diego. She asked
her father why the man looked
so angry and he explained about
the torture the man had been
through. The little girl touched
the man’s face on the TV screen,
and told her father that she would
make sure that he would never be
hurt again.
Fast forward to 2009. That little
girl is now a waitress at a small café

MIA since August. His seat is empty and his voice is
silent. His responsibilities – like checking the mail – have
been handed to others. More recently a second vote was
taken regarding new Council applicant, Michele Serna.
She was disqualified from running after the Council
learned she lives in Glendale. Where is our precedent?
Rather than past cases informing future decisions we see
that the Council simply interprets the bylaws case-to-case
to fit its present desire.

I ran last year because I felt we had an issue with transparency and flow of information on our Council. I’ve been
waist-deep for 11 months. In that time, Council leadership
has led the charge to squeeze me out three times. We are
striking a nerve. These behaviors are antithetical to everything I stand for. It is my vision to hold our Council to the
same standards and practices that we hold our other representatives bodies. Precedent is important. It is the practice
which helps to minimize subjectivity and self-desire.
A little about me: I’ve lived in La Crescenta for six years
and my children attend school here. I coach little league
and am the vice president of La Crescenta non-profit
The Balcony of LA (find us on Instagram!). We manage
a weekly litter-pickup, promote greener ways to live and
are working to plant 100 trees in our community. We raise
awareness of local arts, businesses and events by being an
active presence on social media. We are setting the stage
for a food truck event, a community movie night and adult
kickball league. We are part of the CV Chamber of Commerce and believe we are best when we stand together. I
want more community transparency, recorded Council
meetings, live votes/debates, public voting records and
regular community outreach.
If you believe elections should be decided by the community vote then I encourage you to come be a part of The
Great Crescenta Valley Write-In! National or local, your
vote is your voice. Yearly, less than 200 people take part in
this tradition so there is room for incredible growth! Rock
the vote, Rock Crescenta!

Have questions? Reach out! JohnnyBrookbank@gmail.com
Election: St. Luke’s Church, corner of Foothill & Rosemont. Set an alarm!
Dec. 10 (tomorrow) from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday,
Dec. 11 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Come shake up local politics and be a part of something
bigger! Write-In Johnny Brookbank!

*Paid for by the Johnny Brookbank Campaign for Greater Transparency in CV

can bring and may these follow you throughout
the coming new year.
As gifts are given and received this holiday
season, we think of the gift of knowing you.
Thank you for the pleasure of being citizens of
see LEON on page 23
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Wishing You Happy Holidays
Marlin Dginguerian Real Estate Group

Just Sold
3311 Beaudry Terrace
Glendale Ca 91208
5bed/4bath
3,439 sqft
.49 acres
Sold for $2,175,000
$175,000 Over the
asking price!

Just Listed
6302 Agnes Ave
Temple City Ca 91780
5 bed 4 bath
3,041 sqft
9857 lot
Completely Remodeled
$1,500,000
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YOUTH

GUSD Schools Boast National Merit
Scholarship Semi-Finalists

By Lori BODNAR

N

ine Glendale Uniﬁed School
District seniors have been
named
National
Merit
Scholarship semi-ﬁnalists to compete
for a share of 7,500 scholarships. The
National Merit Scholarship program is
an academic competition for recognition
and scholarships that began in 1955.
Approximately
1.5
million
high
school students enter and contend for
scholarship awards each year. To enter
the academic competition, students take
the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude
Test (PSAT) and National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT).
The PSAT/NMSQT measures aptitude
scores in reading, writing, language
and math. National Merit semiﬁnalists
are the highest-scoring entrants in each
state.
Crescenta Valley High School (CVHS)
had ﬁve National Merit Scholarship
semi-ﬁnalists; they are Miriam Awan,
Ellena Kim, Nathan Kim, David Yoon
Kim and Seon-Jae Yoon. National Merit
Scholarship semi-ﬁnalists from Clark
Magnet High School are Abdullah
Ahmed and Matthew Keshishian.
The Glendale High School National
Merit Scholarship semi-ﬁnalist is Lilly
Armstrong and the Hoover High School
semi-ﬁnalist is Sarine Mardirosian.
“I did an SAT boot camp over the
summer before junior year, and the
skills I got from that boot camp could be

used in the actual PSAT. I forced myself
to do PSAT and SAT tests every weekend
in the morning so I could get into the
testing mindset,” Yoon said. “I want to be
a biochemistry or bioengineering major.
I’m really interested in dermatology as
an occupation.”
The requirements for student entries
are that they have to take the PSAT/
NMSQT and be a high school student
in the U.S. or take the PSAT/NMSQT
and be a high school student studying
outside the U.S. with a United States
citizenship. Those who qualify for
recognition as commended students
through the National Merit Scholarship
program number around 50,000
students nationwide with the highest
PSAT/NMSAQT Selection Index scores.
Approximately one third of the 50,000
high scorers, or about 16,000 students,
are selected and notiﬁed that they have
qualiﬁed as semi-ﬁnalists. Semiﬁnalists
are the highest scoring entrants in each
state and have demonstrated superior
scholastic aptitude based on the PSAT/
NMSAQT test.
Semiﬁnalists then submit scholarship
application materials through their
high schools, and those who meet
all requirements and high academic
standards advance to ﬁnalists in the
national academic competition. Around
15,000 students nationwide advance
to a ﬁnalist spot. From the National
Merit Scholarship ﬁnalists, about 7,500
students receive college scholarship

monetary awards of $2,500 or more
based upon additional information
the ﬁnalists provide including a
student essay, student activities and
leadership, and high school ofﬁcial’s
recommendation letter.

Earning a position as National Merit
Scholarship semi-ﬁnalist is a distinct
honor.
Pictured are Crescenta Valley High School
National Merit Scholarship semi-ﬁnalists.

Local Cheerleaders to
Perform in the Pearl
Harbor Memorial Parade

Kaila
Yi
and
Sophia
Ordubegian from Crescenta
Valley High School are among
more than 600 high school
cheerleaders and dancers from
across the country who will
represent the camp brands of
varsity spirit in the Varsity
Spirit Pearl Harbor Memorial
Parade in Honolulu, Hawaii
from Dec. 4-8.
The
individuals
invited
to perform are part of a
select group of cheerleaders
and dancers chosen as AllAmericans
during
varsity
spirit summer camps across
the country. All Americans are
selected via tryout based on
either superior cheerleading or
dance skills at camps operated
by United Spirit Association
(USA). Only the top 10% of the
cheerleaders and dancers from
varsity spirit camps earn the

chance to march in a holiday
parade of this caliber.
Yi and Ordubegian will
perform with the Varsity
Spirit All-Americans in an
exclusive performance prior to
the opening ceremony of the
parade and then be a part of
the parade before thousands
of fans lining the streets of
Waikiki Beach. This trip marks
the 80th anniversary of the
attack on Pearl Harbor. The
parade theme is “Remembering
the past and celebrating our
future.” American veterans and
their families will be honored
while recognition given that
once bitter enemies can become
loyal friends and allies.
In addition to being able
to
perform
for
national
heroes, athletes will have
the opportunity to meet
cheerleaders and dancers from

across that nation and enjoy
a memorable trip to the Pearl
Harbor Memorial and the USS
Missouri Battleship.
Head captain Yi and cocaptain Ordubegian are fouryear members of the varsity pep
ﬂags team and are graduating
seniors. They led their team to
ﬁrst place as national champions
while they maintained a GPA of
above 4.0. They will be the only
representatives from Crescenta
Valley High School and the
Glendale Uniﬁed School District.
They will tour Pearl Harbor, the
USS Arizona Memorial and the
USS Missouri. Connecting with
over 600 cheerleaders from all
over the country will also be a
highlight for them.
For more information, visit
www.varsity.com or contact
John Calitri at (800) 238-0286
or jcalitri@varsity.com.

WANT THE LATEST COMMUNITY NEWS?
Sign up for our CV Weekly E-BLAST.
E-mail info@cvweekly.com to receive an e-mail
with the latest community news.
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The 2021 Merry & Bright
Self-Guided Holiday Light and Display
Drive-By Tour!
Share your merriment and brighten the spirits of your community this Holiday Season!
From December 16th – January 2nd families will be driving past identified
houses that have been decorated festively for the season.
To have your address included in the Merry & Bright Tour, send your address
to HollyWeen@cvweekly.com by December 14th to be included in all listings. Your home’s location
will be in the CV Weekly December issues so families can create their own drive-by route.
Judging will be done between December 23rd - 26th, and
winners announced in the January 6th issue.
JUDGinG CaTeGorieS

1. Christmas
Story Award

2. Clark Griswold
Award

(traditional or nostalgic
use of lights and decorations - leg lamp use
gets extra points)

(excessive use of lights
and decoration - more
is alWaYS better, can
we see it from space?)

3. Rockin’ Round the
Christmas Tree Award

4. Santa’s Coming
to Town Award

5. Most Original
Award

6. Best In Show
Award

(best use of music and
technology)

(best use of Santa or
Santa’s in decor)

(not your usual everyday holiday decor)

(ya blew the judges
minds)
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Falcon Boys Basketball on
Fire Through First 10 Games
By Justin HAGER

T

he CVHS boys’ basketball
team is 10 games into the
2021-22 season and at 8-2
overall and 2-0 in the Paciﬁc League.
The Falcons are on the brink of
breaking into the top-50 teams in
the state, according to MaxPreps.
In the past week, the boys have
earned victories over fellow Paciﬁc
League rivals Pasadena and

Glendale, a nail-biting victory over
archrival La Cañada, a victory over
then-California’s top 20 ranked
Moorpark (the loss to CVHS sent
the Musketeers tumbling to 73rd
in the state) and a third-place
ﬁnish in the Burroughs regional
tournament.
“I feel wonderful!” said CVHS
varsity basketball coach Shawn
Zagarian. “Beating Pasadena is a
big deal for us but we’re just trying

to focus on one thing at a time.”
Asked about his other big
win over La Cañada last week,
Zagarian replied, “The La Cañada
versus Crescenta Valley rivalry has
been around for as long as I can
remember. When I played at CV
we had it… We were really excited
about how both teams came in and
made it a battle going both ways.
I tip my hat off to them. Our guys
made some big plays down the
stretch and got us a gritty win.”
Grit doesn’t fully describe the
excitement at Burroughs High
School in Burbank when CVHS
took on the La Cañada Spartans.
As the third period came to a close,
La Cañada seemed to have all of
the momentum going its way. The
team had come back from several
large deﬁcits, were holding a threepoint lead and seemed capable of
dropping a three-point bomb every
time it was needed. However,
with just under three minutes
remaining in the third period, both
teams entered what would become
a more than two-minute scoring
drought. The drought was ﬁnally
broken when CVHS senior Eddie

Hematsiraki found the bottom of the
net with a game tying three-pointer
as the clock expired. Entering the
fourth quarter tied at 46, both
teams exchanged baskets for a few
minutes until a string of offensive
rebounds and a series of clutch free
throws gave the Falcons a ﬁve-point
lead and an eventual 64-58 victory
over the Spartans.
The Falcons travel back to
Burroughs High School on Friday

for a 7 p.m. showdown with the
lightning-fast Burroughs Bears. The
Bears record sits at 3-2 but their only
losses thus far are a two-point nail
biter to Glendale and substantial
but nonetheless commendable loss
to the California No. 16 ranked
Heritage Christian Warriors.
Photo by Justin HAGER

Junior Mike Grigoryan makes
an off-balance layup over a
Pasadena defender.

CVHS Boys Cross Country
Races to Top-10 Finish at
the State Championship

The Falcon boys’ cross-country
team ﬁnished seventh overall in
the State of California at the 2021
CIF state championship meet in
Fresno. The meet was dominated by
Newbury Park, which won both split
categories, featured four of the topﬁve ﬁnishers, six runners in the top
10, and scored only 16 points total,
103 points ahead of second-place
ﬁnisher Great Oak and 215 points
ahead of Crescenta Valley. Points

are scored by adding the ﬁnishing
place or rank of the ﬁve fastest
ﬁnishers (Newbury Park’s top ﬁve
runners ﬁnished 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 for
a total of 16 points: 1+2+3+4+6=16).
By comparison, the Falcons’
top-10 overall ﬁnish was more
impressive given that members
were largely absent from the top30 ﬁnishers overall. Rather than
relying on two or three runners to
carry the team, CVHS ran as a unit

ﬁnishing with only one member
of the team outside of the top-100
and all ﬁve of the scoring runners
ﬁnishing in the top-75. In fact, the
Falcons ﬁnished with only one
runner in the top-10 overall, junior
Parker Simmons, who ﬁnished
ninth. However, the other four
scoring runners all placed high
enough to earn the team the No. 7
spot in the state.
By Justin HAGER

Celebrating

104 yEARS

IN ThE AuTomobILE INduSTRy!

18 years in Northern California and 87 years in Southern
California Family owned and operated by 4 Generations.
Serving Southern California Since 1934

SALES•LEASING•PARTS•SERVICE

818-248-9363

3333 Foothill Blvd. La Crescenta, CA 91214
www.bobsmithtoyota.com
Bring in this ad when you purchase a vehicle from us and
we will donate $200 to your favorite school!
AD MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF PURCHASE. NO EXCEPTIONS.
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BETWEEN FRIENDS
LCFOG Welcomes
New President,
Ofﬁcers

La Cañada Flintridge Orthopedic Guild
outgoing president Marie Baker passes the
gavel to newly installed president Arlene
Massimino, who will co president with
Caryl Pettit. The Guild celebrates 64 years
of providing service to the Institute for
Children.
The installation was at the elegant La
Cañada home of Liz Argue with guests
Mary Beth Perrine and Karla Delgado.
Corresponding Secretary Elinor Bunn, who
has volunteered at the hospital and was
a member of the La Cañada Guild for 55
years, was showcased for her many years

of service.
Toys were collected for the patients at OIC
in Los Angeles and the patients at the clinic
in Calexico. Even during the pandemic the
Guild has managed to raise nearly $20,000
for the hospital this year.
Other officers include Treasurer Joanne
Ploszaj, Recording Secretary Ginney
Pruitt, Ways & Means Joan Cleven and
DeeDee Nuanes, Membership Jeanne
Long, Hospitality Marie Gilhooly, Publicity
Danette Erickson and Sustainers Linda
Labrie.
Submitted by Danette ERICKSON

Local Nonproﬁt
Holds Holiday
Luncheon

La Crescenta Woman’s Club members
recently dined at the Caltech Atheneum,
observing all COVID requirements.
Celebrating surviving the previous year
from left are Rita Even,

Questions About Today’s Real Estate?

Judy Tejeda, Carol Benedetti, Carol Stein,
Emma Lestina, Sandra Virag
Pat Word, and LCPC President Carol
Huntwork.
Submitted by Danette ERICKSON

WWW.CVWEEKLY.COM

CONTACT US

Ask Phyllis!

Stuck In Escrow With An Investor
Dear Phyllis,
My uncle passed without a
will, and I am the administrator
of his probate estate. He has a
late 1890’s Victorian home in Los
Angeles. It’s not a great area and
the home needs a lot of work.
We originally had an offer that
was just $10,000 over asking,
so I decided to hold out for a
better price. Then an investor
wrote an offer for $50,000 over
and we opened escrow. We were
supposed to close in 10 days. Five
days in, they did their inspections
and asked for an $80,000 price
reduction. We said no, and escrow
sent out cancellation papers. The
buyer refused to sign. Now, I

want to open escrow with the
first offer. But escrow says they
can’t open a new escrow until the
old one signs the cancellation. I
really don’t know how we got into
this mess. It seems that as the
seller, we aren’t protected – just
the buyer. I am wondering what
our next step should be. Stuck
in Escrow With an Investor

Dear Stuck in Escrow,
I am not a real estate attorney
and can’t offer legal advice, which
you likely need. However, I can
relate my experience. Over the
years, I have sold many fixers
and I have learned that often
these investors make blind

offers. A blind real estate offer
is one where the buyer hasn’t
taken the trouble to view the
home. If the offer is accepted,
then the investor will view the
home and decide if he wants to
move forward and at what price.
When there is a lockbox at the
property, I obtain the “lockbox
reading” to verify the buyer’s
agent has opened the lockbox.
Assuming they have, we then
move forward with a counter
offer. With a ten-day escrow,
timelines are very tight.
Unfortunately,
you
have
learned that some investors
will initially agree to any price,
knowing that they will not close

escrow at that price. What has
happened in your circumstance
is that they have tied up your
property.
What happens now? I believe
that if you consult with a real
estate attorney, they might tell
you the cancellation instructions
need to be revoked and a Demand
to Close Escrow sent first. At
which time, the buyer has three
days to cancel. The original
escrow company can’t have two
escrows on the same property.
If the original buyers don’t sign
escrow’s cancellation, consult
with your real estate attorney.
Ask if you can simply open escrow
with a different escrow company.

Robin Goldsworthy
Robin@CVWeekly.com
818.248.2740
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Rachelle Miller
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La Cañada
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People Making News

Air Conditioning
& HeAting
PreventAtive MAintenAnCe
rePAirs • new instAlls

Gilmore Heating & Air Conditioning has been proudly
serving the La Crescenta, La Canada, Glendale, Burbank, Tujunga, Pasadena, and surrounding areas since
1977. We strive to maintain our long running tradition of
excellent customer service.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EPA certified
Sales, service, and installation
Senior citizen discounts
All work guaranteed
Service all makes and models
Fully licensed and insured
Family-owned and operated

Ca License 254678

$50off

Use Coupon Code: MPsocal50 for $50 off your service

818-248-8128

Voted the Finest 6 years in a row! Serving our community since 1977
CV

CV

CV

CV

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

2014

2015

2016

2018

830 W Doran
St.
CV
Weekly

CV

Weekly

GlenDale,
Glen
Ca 91203
CV

Weekly

2016
2014
2015
www.gilmorEAirconditioning.com

The University of Cumberlands
congratulates Kirk Bentzen of
La Crescenta on successfully
completing its doctor of philosophy
in leadership.
University of the Cumberlands
is one of the largest and most
affordable private universities in
Kentucky. Located in Williamsburg,
Kentucky, Cumberlands is an
institution of regional distinction
offering quality undergraduate,
graduate, doctoral and online
degree programs. Learn more at
ucumberlands.edu.
____________________
Utah State University welcomed
more than 4,100 ﬁrst-year college
students to campus when the
university began the fall 2021
semester.
Ellie Brown from La Cañada
will attend USU at the USU main
campus,
Stephen Reil from La Crescenta
will attend USU at the USU main
campus.
Since its founding in 1888,
Utah State University has evolved
from a small-town college tucked
away in the Northern Utah
mountains to a thriving research
university respected around the
world. Students can choose from
an array of academic and social
opportunities at a university
known throughout the world for
its intellectual and technological
leadership.
Arya Ghassemlou of Glendale
was named to Southern New
Hampshire University’s summer
2021 dean’s list. Eligibility for the
dean’s list requires that a student
accumulate an academic grade
point average (GPA) of 3.5-3.699
and earn 12 credits for the term.
Jacklyn Campbell of Tujunga,
Jennifer Kubela of La Crescenta
and Taylor Rickard of Tujunga were
named to the SNHU summer 2021
president’s list. Full-time students
who earned a minimum gradepoint average of 3.700 and above
were named to the president’s list.
Full-time status is achieved by
earning 12 credits; undergraduate
day students must earn 12 credits

in fall or spring semester, and
online students must earn 12
credits either in EW1 & EW2, EW3
& EW4, or EW5 & EW6.
Southern New Hampshire
University (SNHU) is a private,
nonproﬁt institution with an
89-year history of educating
traditional-aged students and
working adults. Now serving more
than 150,000 learners worldwide,
SNHU
offers
approximately
200 accredited undergraduate,
graduate and certiﬁcate programs,
available online and on its 300acre campus in Manchester, New
Hampshire.
____________________
Adam Burnstine of La Cañada
Flintridge was recently accepted
to be among the 80,000-plus
members of the Lehigh University
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He
joins students from across the U.S.
and territories including Puerto
Rico and the District of Columbia
and 29 countries.
For more than 150 years,
Lehigh University (lehigh.edu) has
combined academic and learning
opportunities with leadership in
fostering innovative research.
Lehigh’s ﬁve colleges – College
of Arts and Sciences, College of
Business, College of Education,
College of Health, and the P.C.
Rossin College of Engineering
and Applied Science – provide
opportunities
to
7,000-plus
students.
____________________
Colin Apel of La Cañada
Flintridge is a graduate of Colgate
University in the Class of 2021.
Apel, a graduate of Capistrano
Connections Academy, majored in
sociology at Colgate and minored
in economics. Apel received a
Bachelor of Arts degree cum laude
at Colgate’s 200th commencement,
which was held in person at
Colgate’s Andy Kerr Stadium on
May 9.
Colgate University is known for
its intellectual rigor, world-class
professors, campus of beauty, and
alumni famously loyal to their alma
mater. Colgate offers 56 majors

and supports 25 Division I athletic
teams on a campus of about 3,000
students in central New York.
Learn more at colgate.edu.
____________________
Ana Gabrielian of Glendale
earned a master of science in
aerospace engineering from the
Georgia Institute of Technology in
Atlanta.
Gabrielian
was
among
approximately
1,480
undergraduate and graduate
students who earned degrees
during the Summer 2021 semester.
The Georgia Institute of
Technology, or Georgia Tech, is a
top 10 public research university
developing leaders who advance
technology and improve the human
condition.
____________________
Approximately 1,700 students
were named to the Biola University
dean’s list in spring 2021. Biola
students are placed on the dean’s
list to honor those with a GPA of
3.6 or higher while enrolled in 12 or
more credits and whose cumulative
GPA is at least 3.2.
The following local residents
were named to the dean’s list:
Alexandra Bowers of La Cañada
majoring in liberal studies
elementary ed; From La Crescenta:
Talin Emmerson who is majoring
in music education, Pauline
Kim who is majoring in nursing,
Yeri Kim and Isaac Sung of La
Crescenta who are majoring in
comm sciences disorders; Alique
Malakian of Tujunga who is
majoring in kinesiology; Esther
Yang of Sunland who is majoring
in Biblical ministries; and Molly
Mittelberg of La Cañada Flintridge
who is majoring in nursing.
Biola University is a nationally
ranked Christian university in
the heart of Southern California.
It was recently recognized as one
of America’s best colleges, earning
a spot in the top tier of the “best
national universities” category of
U.S. News and World Report’s Best
Colleges 2021 rankings.
For more information, visit biola.
edu or call (562) 777-4061.
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travel & leISUre
Scene in LA – December 2021

By Steve ZALL and Sid FISH

A

s we ring in the holidays here in Southern
California, remember that COVID-19 protocols
are still in place, so proof of vaccination is
required, and face masks must be worn at all times during
the performances at most theaters in order to attend
performances. The information presented in this column
is the latest available at the time of printing; however,
patrons should check with the theater to confirm before
making definite plans.
Here are the shows that have announced opening dates
or are already running this month:
“A Christmas Carol” Finally returning to our acclaimed
presentation, “A Christmas Carol” allows families to once
again take a supremely theatrical journey and celebrate the
transformative power of forgiveness during the holidays.
Ebenezer Scrooge’s rebirth from miserly curmudgeon to
the epitome of love and generosity affirms our faith in the
potent goodness of humanity during this beloved time of
year.
Written by Charles Dickens, adapted by Geoff Elliott,
with music by Robert Oriol, and directed by Julia
Rodriguez-Elliott and Geoff Elliott, it runs Dec. 3 through
Dec. 23 at A Noise Within in Pasadena. For tickets, call
(626) 356-3100 or visit www.anoisewithin.org.

“And to all a Good Night: an Ever After Take 2” Holiday
adventure is an interactive musical where audience
members help Cookie Claus set the Fairytale world back
on track! You may not know it, but Santa Claus needs the
magic of the Fairytales to help him make his rounds each
Christmas –and this year, we need your help to save the
stories! Join Cookie on a fanciful holiday adventure as she
follows the real-life stories of Snow White, Hansel and
Gretel, Alice and Queens of Hearts, Puss in Boots, the Frog
Prince and a host of other beloved characters. Get dressed
up (or down) and get ready to step inside the theatre for an
awesome in-person experience.
Written by Graham Silbert, with music by Evelyn
Rudie and directed by Chris DeCarlo, it runs Dec. 3
through Dec. 17 at the Santa Monica Playhouse in Santa
Monica. For tickets, call (310) 394-9779 or visit www.
santamonicaplayhouse.com/goodnight.

“Robin Hood & Maid Marion: A Holiday Panto” This has
the ultimate adventure getting a modern makeover twist in
this year’s Panto! Join our heroic outlaw defending the people
as he robs from the rich and gives back to the poor. It’s a show
packed full of boogie, comedy, action, audience participation
and set to a soundtrack of disco hits and dance anthems
from the ’70s (the 1170s), including such disco favorites as
Donna Summer’s “Bad Girls,” The Bee Gees’ “Jive Talkin,’”
“He’s the Greatest Dancer” by Sister Sledge and many more!
Book your tickets now for this sheriff-busting, tights-wearing
extravaganza!
Written by Kris Lythgoe and directed by Bonnie Lythgoe,
it runs Dec. 3 through Dec. 29 at the Laguna Playhouse in
Laguna Beach. For tickets, call (949) 497-2787 or visit www.
lagunaplayhouse.com.
“Santa Claus is Comin’ to Motown” Join us in the land
of Smokey Miracles and Supreme Temptations, because at
the North Pole there “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” to
keep us from bringing big laughs and live music to you. The
Christmas festivities are getting turned up with the return
of the award-winning Troubadour Theater Company and an
all-new production of their holiday musical parody, which
brings the origin tale of Kris Kringle (aka Santa Claus) into
the heyday of Motown records. It’s a laugh riot as the Rankin
and Bass Claymation classic gets a Motor City makeover in
this concert-style, Christmas event.
Written and directed by Matt Walker, it runs Dec. 3 through
Dec. 24 at the Garry Marshall Theatre in Burbank. For tickets,
call (818) 955-8101 or visit www.garrymarshalltheatre.org.
“SANTASIA - A Holiday Comedy” The critically acclaimed
musical sketch comedy show features Broadway musical
parodies, heartfelt sentiment and classic Rankin and Bass
inspired Claymation movies. The popular and celebrated live
stage show has run in Los Angeles for past 22 years.
Written and directed by Brandon and Shaun Loeser, it runs
Dec. 3 through Dec. 25 at the Whitefire Theatre in Sherman
Oaks. For tickets, visit www.santasia.com.

THEN & NOW

Then » After Montrose merchants conceived the memorial in early 1968, local
architect Jack Simison came up with this concept for the new memorial to be
placed at Ocean View Boulevard and Honolulu Avenue. It was dedicated on
June 14 of ’68 with seven names. It was the first substantial memorial in the
nation to the Vietnam War.

“The Ultimate Christmas Show (Abridged)” This is
festive, funny, physical, family fun in which the audience
is welcomed to the Annual Holiday Variety Show and
Christmas Pageant at St. Everybody’s Non-Denominational
Universalist Church where all faiths are welcome because
we’ll believe anything. But there’s a problem: none of the
acts scheduled to perform have arrived, so three members
are pressed into service to perform the entire Variety Show
and Christmas Pageant by themselves. This irreverent
yet heartwarming trip through the holidays offers festive,
funny, physical, family fun for ages 12 and above.
Written by Reed Martin and Austin Tichenor and
directed by Alison Boole, it runs Dec. 3 through Dec. 19 at
the Westchester Playhouse in Los Angeles. For tickets, call
(310) 645-5156 or visit www.kentwoodplayers.org.

“Christmastime Origins” The four pieces being performed
are radio plays and deal with the source origins of the most
beloved things about Christmas. The Group Rep turns its
upstairs theater venue into a radio studio (K-GRT) with
actors at microphones, Foley sound and music.

see SCENE L.A. on page 18

Montrose Vietnam Memorial

Courtesy of the Historical Society of CV

Now » Over 50 years later and it still looks great. Sadly, it now has 24 names.
Here it is shown at a Memorial Day ceremony. A book with the biographies and
photos of each of the men on the memorial is available from website of the
Historical Society of the Crescenta Valley: cvhistory.org.

LEISUR E

Page 18 • December 9, 2021
www.cvweekly.com

What’s Cooking
Your Local guide
to good food!

Holidays Return to
Universal Studios Hollywood

December
th
9 Specials!
Let Gourmet a
go go Cater Your
Next Party or
Event!
CV
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Live Music!
Wine Down
Wednesday
6pm – 9pm
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Thhee Crrows NesT

Family Restaurant

7279 Foothill Boulevard, Tujunga, CA 91042

(818) 353-0852 or
www.thecrowsnestsg.com

Sun – Thurs 7am to 10pm Fri – Sat 7am to 11pm

GOURMET a go go
Fresh Food Fast
Voted Finest Caterer 2019
Gourmet a go go
YMCA Cafe

1930 Foothill Blvd. #A
La Cañada Flintridge

818 331-2002

Gourmetagogoonline.com

Oceanview

BAR &
GRILL

COME SEE
OUR NEW
LOOK!
Visit our website at

DineOV.com

for our extended summer hours!
3826 Ocean View Blvd. 818 248-2722

We deliver!

2272 Honolulu A
Ave, Montrose

(818) 248-6622

www.pepesmontrose.com
www.p
w epesmontrose.com
w.p
UberEats • DoorDash
Postmates • Grub Hub

No mask was going to quiet the
Grinch at Universal Studios
Hollywood, who wore a color
coordinated mask when hugging
reporter Charly Shelton.

By Charly SHELTON

NOW

Catch the NCAA, the NBA BROPEAENKFFOASRT
and all the NFLCVgames , DAILY!
on our big screens!

Photo by Charly SHELTON

8

We are now
fully open
for indoor
and outdoor
dining!
Sunday
a Champagne Brunch
ay
— OPEN —

Monday
aay - Sunday
a
ay
11am - 9pm

After
the
COVID-19
pandemic shut down theme
parks worldwide last year,
California’s parks were among
the last to reopen. Last year
there was no Christmas at the
theme parks, just one of the
many things 2020 couldn’t offer
in LA. The 14-month shutdown
ended this spring and guests
were welcomed back to the
parks for some slightly altered
experiences; however, many
people were just grateful to be
back. Now with the arrival of the
holiday season, many families
are eyeing a trip to a theme park
to see the holiday decorations,
try some holiday food and relive
some favorite family traditions.
In Los Angeles, there is
nowhere better for this than
Universal Studios Hollywood.
The Grinch is back to celebrate
Grinchmas with all of his fans,
The Wizarding World of Harry
Potter brings “The Magic of
Christmas at Hogwarts Castle,”
and festive holiday décor lines
much of the park. It’s a good
feeling to have again, and one
of the things most dearly missed

during the shutdown.
As the two-year mark of
the pandemic approaches, the
“ﬁrsts” are drying up: the ﬁrst
day back, the ﬁrst festival with
pandemic safety procedures,
the ﬁrst line experience with
social distancing, the ﬁrst ride
with Plexiglass dividers, the
ﬁrst haunt at Halloween Horror
Nights in masks. Now it’s time
for just about the last “ﬁrst” –
the ﬁrst Grinchmas celebrated
in masks.
One might think that wearing
masks in the park with favorite
characters doing the same
might be a constant reminder
of the virus; that’s what this
reporter expected heading into
the event. But in fact it was
quite the opposite.
Seeing that Seuss-style curly
Christmas tree and the lights
all over the park made it feel
just like old times. Attending
the park was something
unknowingly missed and having
all the lights and garlands hung
around just melted away the
time and frustrations since
the last time the holidays were
celebrated in the park. And sure
– the mask was noticeable but it

didn’t detract from the majesty
of the season. The Grinch has
always been the loudest one
in the room and no mask is
powerful enough to silence him.
The one thing that was
noticeable was at the nightly
tree lighting, which no longer
featured characters on stage
but rather pre-recorded audio
introductions from The Grinch
were played. Other than that, it
felt like old times.
The Wizarding World of
Harry Potter had few changes
as the feature wasn’t predicated
on people but rather on
decorations. The nighttime
castle light show is unchanged
and as magical as ever, a perfect
way to end the night. And the
English holiday dinner in The
Three Broomsticks tavern is
one of the ﬁnest theme park
meals found anywhere with
hearty turkey slices, cinnamon
spiced cranberry sauce, stufﬁng,
bacon-wrapped sausage, glazed
carrots and Brussels sprouts.
Universal
Studios
Hollywood’s holiday festivities
continue through Jan. 9 making
a great time to celebrate a
festive Christmas season.

‘A Century of California
Women Artists’ Comes
to Glendale

Glendale Library, Arts &
Culture presents “A Century of
California Women Artists” at
the Brand Library & Art Center
commemorating the heritage,
challenges and accomplishments
by members of Women Painters
West for the last 100 years. The
exhibition features 100 new,
contemporary works by current
Women’s Painters West members
inspired by past member artists,
as well as showcasing 25 original
paintings by past members, on

loan from Southern California
museums and private collections.
Women Painters West is
the oldest organization of its
kind recognizing contemporary
women artists and their
historical sisters. Since its
inception in 1921, many members
have achieved great success
and acclaim both nationally
and internationally, including
Mabel
Alvarez,
Kathryn
Woodman Leighton, and Elsie
Palmer Payne. Today, Women

Painters West is a diverse multigenerational group of 200 women
artists that awards scholarships
to art students in southern
California, assists community
art programs and enriches and
enhances members’ professional
opportunities.
The 100-year celebration
will continue through Jan. 8
at Brand Library & Art Center
in Glendale, one of the most
stunning exhibition spaces in
Southern California.

Hollywood. For tickets, call
(818) 763-5990 or visit www.
thegrouprep.com.

Steve Zall and Sid Fish of
Scene in L.A. know a lot about
L.A. theatre and are ready
to share with CV Weekly
readers. You can read more at
CVWeekly.com/LEISURE.

SCENE L.A. from page 17

Written by Julio Martinez,
with music by Paul Cady, and
directed by Kathleen Delaney,
it runs Dec. 4 through Jan.
2 at the Lonny Chapman
Theatre - Upstairs in North
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JUST FOR FUN
PROBLEM SOLVED » BY CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT

His bed arrived in pieces.
Can he get a refund
from Amerisleep?

Todd Brown’s mattress order arrives in pieces from Amerisleep. After
waiting months, he just wants a refund. Is that allowed?

Q

: I ordered a king
mattress and frame from
Amerisleep and paid
$3,400 almost three months ago.
After multiple delays from the
stated two-week delivery, I received
the mattress and one twin frame
about a month later. I was then told
that another twin was on the way
to “create” a king. I never received
the second twin. Amerisleep then
offered to upgrade to its premium
frame a few weeks later. I accepted
the offer.
After multiple assurances that
the frames were on their way, they
were never shipped. FedEx picked
up the single twin, then dropped it
back off. I don’t have a frame that
fits the bed.
At this point, I just want a refund
for the entire bed. Amerisleep’s
response was to authorize a refund
for less than half the total price
($1,680). That was a month ago
and still no refund. There was
no itemization for the credit nor
a response to the other requests.
Separately, another Amerisleep

representative told me the bed
frame is not returnable. The
representative asked me to send a
photo of the warranty tag and that
they will arrange for either a pickup
or allow me to donate the mattress
to a local charity. I have not heard
from them since.
Can you help me get a refund?
~ Todd Brown,
Gainesville, Florida

A

: Of course, Amerisleep
should have sent you the
mattress and frame when
it said it would. A three-month wait
is unacceptable. I’ve reviewed the
correspondence between you and
the company and it isn’t clear to me
why the company didn’t deliver the
frame when it said it would. Instead,
it made promises it didn’t keep,
leaving you frustrated and sleepless.
It looks as if you tried to send
emails and initiated a chat through
the Amerisleep page.
Amerisleep offers a guarantee on
its products (“Sleep easy, we’ve got
your back”) that amounts to a limited

20-year warranty, but that assumes
it has delivered the mattress and
frame. There’s no guarantee it will
get the bed to you in a timely
manner, only a vague assurance that
your mattress and accessories will
“usually ship within 3-5 business
days.” Maybe there should be a
delivery guarantee.
You could have appealed this
service breakdown to a manager
at Amerisleep. I list the names,
numbers and email addresses of
the Amerisleep customer service
managers on my consumer advocacy
site, Elliott.org.
I contacted Amerisleep on your
behalf. More than three months
after your initial order, Amerisleep
contacted you to arrange to have
your mattress taken away and
promised to refund your money.
Christopher Elliott is the chief
advocacy officer for Elliott Advocacy.
Email him at chris@elliott.org or get
help with any consumer problem by
contacting him at http://www.elliott.
org/help © 2021 Christopher Elliott

CALENDAR this
GLENDALE POET FEATURED
AT ZWEET CAFÉ

On Friday evening, Dec. 10,
Zweet Café of Eagle Rock will offer
a special evening of refreshments
and three area poets from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m.
This special event will feature
a buffet of Zweet specialties along
with a selection of drinks as well
as a signed poetry book from the
featured writer of personal choice,
all for a ticket price of $35. Tickets
may be purchased directly from
Zweet or online through Paypal,
Venmo or Zelle.
Participants will also have the
opportunity to purchase additional
books from the attending writers or
any Zweet premium menu items.
One of the featured readers is
Bill Cushing, a Glendale resident
and award-winning poet. His
newly published collection is titled
“… this just in…” The other readers
and their Cyberwit titles are Don
Kingfisher Campbell, “Kingfisher
Kreates” and Marvin Dorsey, “The
Poetic Librettos.” The evening will
open with an open mic session,

which will be based on a first come,
first served sign-up sheet.
Zweet Café is located at 4682
Eagle Rock Blvd. Note: Masks and
proof of vaccination required to
attend.
ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY

Bolton Hall Museum welcomes
the Randy Van Horne Singers
again this year for its 2021 annual
holiday party. The program, led by
Sunland-Tujunga’s own songstress
and mistress of ceremonies Franny
McCartney, entertains with a new
and unique selection of holiday songs.
Visitors are invited to participate
in a Christmas carol sing-along and
drawings for great prizes.
The festivities take place at
Bolton Hall Museum on Dec. 11 at
1 p.m.
Everyone is welcome and
admission is free.
Bolton Hall Museum, 10110
Commerce Ave. in Tujunga
Note: Per LA City requirements,
masks and proof of COVID-19
vaccination are required for entry to
Bolton Hall Museum.

LCWC PLANS DECEMBER
EVENT

In December the La Crescenta
Woman’s Club will have a Santa
drive-through event. “Be With
Santa” gives the children in our
community the chance to enjoy
a chance to see Santa and Mrs.
Claus.
“Be With Santa” takes place on
Saturday, Dec. 11 from 8 a.m. to 11
a.m. at the Clubhouse at 4004 La
Crescenta Ave. This is a free event!
EDWARD
“TED”
GUEST SPEAKER

BOSLEY

Pasadena Heritage is hosting
its annual Dr. Robert Winter
Memorial Lecture on Sunday, Dec.
12 at 2 p.m. Renowned Greene &
Greene scholar, author and expert
Edward “Ted” Bosley will be the
special guest speaker.
Bosley’s lecture is entitled
“England’s Pull: The Anglophilia of
Charles Sumner Greene.”
Registration is free, but a
$20 donation per household is
suggested. To register for this event,
go to https://tinyurl.com/3yp4drfp.

» ZACK HILL BY JOHN DEERING AND JOHN NEWCOMBE

WEEKLY HOROSCOPES

Provided by horoscope.com

December 22, 2021 - November 28, 2021

 ARIES March 21 - April 19
You’ll need to be good if you’re going to
enjoy some splurges occasionally. Get
in shape by eating well, exercising, and
taking your supplements. Most important
of all, design an eating plan that helps you
lose weight while allowing you to still
enjoy a few treats on special occasions.
Go for it!

 LIBRA Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
The end of this week is the perfect time
to commit to a new eating plan, exercise
routine, or spa treatment. You have a
two-week window of opportunity, but the
sooner you start, the better. You’ll also
be more likely to keep it up. It looks like
you’re going to have a lot of fun. Get in
shape and impress your loved one.

 TAURUS April 20 - May 20
A focus on your partnership zone gives
you plenty to look forward to now.
Your health is great but for a possible
sensitivity to certain foods or chemicals.
Make sure that what you’re eating doesn’t
cause breakouts or digestive upset.
Otherwise, dig in! A good book could be
a real inspiration to you over the coming
days.

 SCORPIO Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
This is a good period for positive,
productive action that will catapult you
to the next level of wellness. If things
aren’t going according to plan, take steps
to make sure they do. Decide to accept
responsibility for your health. Plan ahead
in detail exactly how you’d like to look and
feel a month from now, six months from
now, and a year from now. Knowing your
destination is the key to success.

 GEMINI May 21 - June 20
Despite being a romantic sign, you
could feel too overworked and rundown
to be bothered with love. However,
there’s hope. Eat plenty of protein, fresh
vegetables, and fruits and give your
system a chance to build up strength.
A workout or two to tone your muscles
wouldn’t be a bad idea, either. The better
you feel physically, the more fun you’ll
have with your partner.
CANCER June 21 - July 22
You’re going to get a lot of exercise
now. Fun and games lie in store for
you. Grab your significant other, use
your imagination, and get a fabulously
enjoyable workout. Come up with some
exercise that beats going to a gym or
sweating through your usual boring
routine. You’ll both have a great time.
 LEO July 23 - August 22
Make this a time when home cooking
enjoys a revival. Not only is it cheaper
and more healthful than eating out but
it’s also the best way to ensure that you
control your intake of calories, fat, sugar,
and additives. However, the cosmos
will forgive you for going overboard.
Everyone deserves a little treat now and
then. If you’re going to eat that yummy
dessert, at least enjoy it!
 VIRGO August 23 - Sept. 22
This might be good time to give your
partner a new exercise machine that
will help keep him or her in shape and
ready for anything. It’s better to do that
than it would be to bring home boxes
of chocolates or go out for high-calorie
meals. If your partner insists on the
indulgences, you can always work off the
calories later - together!

 SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
You might feel a bit under the weather,
but you’ll be fine as long as you eat the
foods that give you strength. Junk food
isn’t a good idea right now because it can
leave you feeling even weaker and more
depleted. Aspects in your social zone
indicate this is a good time to team up
with others in order to get fit or perhaps
join a weight-loss program.
 CAPRICORN Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
This is going to be an active time in which
you could be particularly busy. Try to
pace yourself so you have enough energy
for everything you need to do. There
should be some fun in there, too. There’s
nothing more alluring than a lover with
a healthy body and glowing skin. Get
yourself primed and ready to go. Fresh
fruits, vegetables, and water will help you
feel great.
 AQUARIUS Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
This promises to be a great time in many
ways. You might completely forget
about your diet and exercise routines if
you’re anticipating a big date. But don’t
forget that healthy eating and working
out help you feel fantastic inside and
out. Covering your blemishes or trying
to disguise a lack of health won’t quite
cut it.
 PISCES Feb. 19 - March 20
The cosmos is encouraging you to feast
on exotic foods and gourmet delicacies
right now. The more your imagination
tickles your palate, the happier you’ll
be. Oysters and asparagus can be
combined to make a dish that has special
aphrodisiacal qualities. But do spare a
thought for your diet even if the passion
is running high!
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RELIGION

Q

: We have a beloved aunt
who is now 93. She is really
in good health for her age.
She still drives and attends our family
gatherings. By the way, she is a safe
driver and hasn’t had a ticket since
the mid-1980s, which she said wasn’t
fair.
What concerns us is that she keeps
saying she wants to die. She has had
a wonderful, fruitful life, raised two
children and fostered three children.
Our uncle (her husband) passed
away three years ago. Perhaps she’s
missing him.
She says, “I’ve done it all and I just
want to go.” We’re all Christians and
we tell her we go to heaven in God’s
time, not ours. Is there anything we
can say to her to help her understand?
~ Loving Nieces
Dear Loving Nieces,
I admire your love and care for
your aunt. She has indeed led a long
and fruitful life. When one’s spouse
passes, there are many emotional,
and even psychological, changes
that take place that are scientifically
supported.
Everyone is unique, so mood
function varies in how individuals
react to their spouse’s death. Those

who suffered more depression postloss had more changes in their mood
function compared to those less
sad and depressed. The fact is older
generations often experience these
deep feelings and we never even
know! They keep them inside and
emotionally suffer.
There are clinical cases of physical
changes when someone loses a
spouse: higher levels of systemic
inflammation, immune system
genes are more likely to respond
inappropriately and the body
produces fewer antibodies when given
vaccines. (But the emotions are what
I am focusing on with your aunt.)
Then we add age.
Your aunt’s feelings are real and to
be expected. I heard similar thoughts
from both of my grandmothers when
their husbands passed. My own
mother this past year, in relation
to being ready to go be with Jesus,
was focused on these topics in her
conversations the year prior.
Individuals can get physically and
emotionally weak, yet their spirit and
relationship with Christ stays strong.
So they hold hope – a powerful thing.
They “know” they will be with Jesus
and any loved ones who have passed.
So they truly feel the desire to go

and that their time here has been
complete.
Honor your aunt’s feelings. Ask
her, “Tell me about those feelings.”
Affirm her, “I can see how you might
feel.” Listen and reflect back. Then
tell her how blessed you are she is
still here. The things to not do are
blatantly dismiss how she feels
or assertively try to change her
feelings. Honor who she is – and
pray.

RELIGION SERVICE
DIRECTORY
Center for Spiritual
Living - La Crescenta

The Rev. Kimberlie Zakarian
kimberlie.zakarian@gmail.com

“Where it is our dream to help you build
and manifest your dreams!”
4845 Dunsmore Ave.
La Crescenta, CA
91214
(818) 249-1045
Celebration Service Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Ongoing spiritual
growth 7:00
classes
Wednesday
Night Service
p.m.
and counseling available

Crescenta Valley
United Methodist
Church
(Missouri
Synod)
woRship
sunday 10am
Childcare and
Sunday School
offered at 10 am.
ReveRend denyse BaRnes

2700 Montrose Ave
Montrose, CA 91020

www.cvumc.org

Light on the Corner Church
Pastor Jon Karn
1911 Waltonia Drive
Montrose
(818) 249-4806
Sunday ServiceS 10:45 a.m.
www.lightonthecorner.org

(Missouri Synod)

COME JOIN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Pastor Jim Edwards
2723 Orange Avenue,
La Crescenta, CA 91214
818-248-3738
www.glcmslc.org
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 9AM
Sunday service: 10AM
Wednesday Bible Study: 7PM

Lutheran Church
in the Foothills
1700 Foothill Blvd.
La Cañada Flintridge

Worship With us!

In Person and on YouTube
Sundays at 10 AM
Services available on our website
during the week.
ChuCk Bunnell, InterIm Pastor

www.lcifoothills.org / 818-790-1951

YOUR
AD
HERE

Dear Loving Nieces,
The emotions stirred up by
conversations with loved ones
like this can be intense and
overwhelming. On the one hand, we
want to be supportive of them and
their desires, but on the other we
don’t want to lose our loved ones.
You are right in assuring your
aunt that none of us know when it
will be our time to leave this flesh
and enter eternity with the Lord and
our loved ones who’ve gone before.
You can certainly be thankful that
she sounds like she has led a full life
and doesn’t look back with regrets
or shame! And, of course, after
being married and sharing life with
someone for so many years you can
understand how she longs to be
with her husband again.
Jesus told His followers that He
was going to prepare a place for
them. And if He went to prepare
a place for them, He would take
them to be with Him where He
was. (John 14:1-3) That’s the hope
that believers have – that there is
something better waiting for us on
the other side of eternity.
You asked the question: “Is
there anything we can say to her
to help her understand?” Knowing
how to comfort an aging loved one
is challenging at best and heartwrenching at its worst. Whether
you feel pressure to come up with
the right words, or you are just not
sure where to begin, your feelings
are normal. Even though she seems
in good health, obviously she can’t
do everything she used to do, which
can lead her to begin thinking,
“I don’t want to get to the point of
being a burden on family.”
Another concern of aging people

is that they have probably lost
many of their peers and friends that
they shared life with. Fortunately,
there are things you can say or do
to help you and your aunt feel loved
and more at peace. One of the things
a person misses the most after they
lose a former spouse of many years
is meaningful shared experiences
and conversations. I would suggest
that you and your family members
make opportunities to engage your
aunt in meaningful conversation.
Talk with her about the fullness
of her life and the relationship she
had with her husband, her children
and her grandkids. Listen carefully,
respond calmly and be sure to let
your aunt take the conversational
lead. For instance, when she says,
“I’ve done it all!” ask her to talk to
you about the highlights of her life.
You can begin with questions like:
“What is the most adventurous
thing you have done? The most
exciting place you have visited? The
greatest accomplishment you have
made? Something you wished you
could have done but were never able
to?”
Most importantly, let her know
that you understand that it is
normal for her to long for eternity
and for her husband who has gone
on before. And when the Lord
chooses to take her home it will
be in His timing not ours. In the
meantime, enjoy every moment
you have with her and let the love of
Jesus flow through you to her.

Dear Caring Friend,
First of all, I’m sorry for your
friend’s pain. I know what betrayal
and being cheated on feels like.
Please tell her you’re sorry (I’m sure
you have already told her). Next,
when she launches into her sob
story – and I’m not making light of
her pain – tell her as gently as you
can that you have heard her story.
But now she needs to move on.
How do you move on from such
a devastating loss? Speak to a
therapist. Tell your friend that you
know she’s not “crazy” and that
her pain is real. But a therapist
can help. I personally have seen a
therapist and I feel the experience
did me a world of good.
Your friend seems to be “stuck.”
She can’t seem to move beyond
feeling crushed and betrayed. To get
“unstuck” and to move along with
her life, speaking to a therapist can
help. Otherwise, she will wallow
in her pain forever, and you will be
forced to listen to the same sad story
over and over again. So having her
speak to a therapist will not only
help her; it will also help you!
Good luck and thank you for
caring.

The Rev. C. L. “Skip” Lindeman
lindemanskip@yahoo.com

Q

Pastor Randy Foster
randy.clc@att.net

: I have a good friend who
is getting a divorce – not
because she wants to.
Her husband has been cheating
and has decided he wants to marry
someone else. They’ve been married
for over 20 years. My problem is she
keeps telling her “story” over and
over to me. I could probably play it
back to her word for word.
I really care about her and could
use some advice about telling her
I’ve heard it all and she doesn’t
have to keep repeating it. Her
negativity often, to me, ruins our
time together. Your suggestions are
greatly appreciated.
~ Caring Friend

Dear Caring Friend,
I don’t understand why your
friend would want to stay in a
marriage with someone who has
been “cheating.” You say she doesn’t
want a divorce, but has agreed to
it because her unfaithful spouse
wants to leave her for another
woman. The Serenity Prayer has
taught me that the only person,
place or thing that we can control is
ourselves. His choice to behave that
way has nothing to do with your
friend, whether she was a terrible
wife or a great one. It takes two to
make a marriage, yet it sounds like
your friend is not willing to move on
and is holding on to her victim story.
In New Thought philosophy, we
often say that we may have bad
times, but we don’t want to build a
condo there. Unforgiveness, anger
and hurt (and your friend has every
right to feel all of those things) will
see RELIGION
on next page
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eventually poison all aspects of her
life if she does not move through
those feelings and get to the other
side of them.
People cheat. People lie, and steal,
and hurt each other. However, each of
us has a choice as to how we respond
to feeling hurt. In reality, no one else
has the power to hurt us unless we

give them that power. Sometimes
that’s exactly what we do.
Author Marianne Williamson
said, “All human behavior is either
love or a call for love.” A 20-year
marriage that is unhealthy, and is
now over, is a chance for your friend
to love herself more fully and discover
who she is and what she wants in her

life and in her life partner.
I suggest that your friend get some
professional counseling, to gain
clarity and perspective. And when
she begins to tell you her tale of woe
for yet another time, it is okay for you
to say, “I’m here for you, you are my
dear friend, and it is time to move
past this. Tell me something that

you are grateful for.” Gratitude is the
best way to shift us out of self-pity
and into that inner place of knowing
that love is truly all there is, and
that we always have the strength of
spirit within us that can overcome
anything.
Rev. Karen Mitchell
revkarenmitchell@gmail.com

NOTES & NODS
This Week at LCIF

Lutheran Church in the Foothills
invites the community to worship
in the church’s Worship Center.
Interim pastor Chuck Bunnell will
lead worship on this third Sunday
of Advent with a sermon entitled
“Hark the Glad Sound” on Sunday
Dec. 12 at 10 a.m. The service
will also be live-streamed on the
church’s YouTube channel. For
those unable to attend or watch
live, the videos will be available
on the website, Facebook page
and YouTube channel later in the
week. Sunday School for grades
one through four will meet in the
Worship Center at 10 a.m. then
head to the Youth Room for a time of
play and study. A free flute concert
will be presented by the Song of
the Angels at 3 p.m. in the church’s
Worship Center.
The church is collecting nonperishable food and clean, gently
used clothing to distribute to local

LEGENDARY
LEGENDARY
HOLIDAY
2021
HOLIDAY
2021

people in need. Please bring the
items to the church office lobby
during office hours (Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m.).
Visit the church’s website at
lcifoothills.org for details on all of
the events happening including
small group gatherings and
opportunities to serve.
The church office is located at
1700 Foothill Blvd. in La Cañada
Flintridge and is generally open
Monday through Friday from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Contact the office
via email at office@lcifoothills.org
or call (818) 790-1951 for details,
information, offering help or
requesting help.
Walk and Word

In December, Walk and
Word participants will meet in
the parking lot of Deukmejian
Wilderness Park, 3429 Markridge
Road in La Crescenta/Glendale at
8 a.m. They will walk for the first
hour and then gather to read a
selection of Scripture. About a half
hour will be spent journaling about
what was read and then there will
be conversation, sharing thoughts.
Participants are asked to bring
something to write with, anything
wanted to eat or drink, and a
chair to use for the writing part of
the morning. Because people will
be outdoors and social distancing
will be practiced, masks will be
optional.
Those with questions can email
Jeanne at jnlavieri@earthlink.net.
All are welcome. If the hike is too
strenuous, there are level paths at
the park. There are ramps from the
parking lot to the field where the
group gathers after the hike.
Christmas Season at La
Crescenta Presbyterian

Address 2341 Honolulu Ave., Montrose
Business Hours
Studio Name
Phone Number

(818) 249-1743

Address

Business Hours
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios have been independently owned and operated since 1931.

Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios have been independently owned and operated since 1931.

Holiday
GIFTS Ad Slick
21 Holiday 21
GIFTS
Ad Slick
S.A.U.
system: x3 7"
columns
x 7"
(6-7/16" x 7")
S.A.U. system:
3 columns
(6-7/16"
x 7")

Phone Number
KIM KELLY & KRIS
KLINE

© 2021 Merle
Norman
© 2021 Merle Norman
Cosmetics
Inc.Cosmetics Inc.

Celebrate the Christmas season
with joyful music and messages of
hope at La Crescenta Presbyterian
Church.
“Rejoice and Sing!” will take
place on Friday, Dec. 17 at 7:30
p.m. This Christmas concert will

Shop a selection of
limited-edition gifts this year:
Legendary Lashes (shown)
Shop
a selection
Legendary
Skinof
limited-edition
gifts
this year:
Legendary
Cheek
Legendaryand
Lashes
(shown)
All gift-ready
tied in
red satin!
Legendary Skin
Legendary Cheek
Studio
Name
All gift-ready and
tied in
red satin!

include a choir, full orchestra and
“Hallelujah Chorus” sing-along
that will be followed by a dessert
reception. This event is free to the
community; a love offering will be
collected.
Then on Friday, Dec. 24, bring
the entire family to the LCPC
Christmas Eve worship service
featuring music, prayer and an
uplifting message, along with live
Nativity animals in front of the
church.
During each Sunday of Advent
explore the themes of hope, peace,
joy and love at the 10 a.m. worship
services or online at lcpc.net. Visit
the website for a new Advent
family devotional each week.
And every evening in December,
La Crescenta Presbyterian will
light up for Christmas. At 5 p.m.,
a 12-foot tree, Nativity scene
and lights along the front of the
church will be illuminated and
instrumental Christmas music
will play until 7 p.m.
La Crescenta Presbyterian is
located at 2902 Montrose Ave. in La
Crescenta. For more information
on Christmas programming and
its COVID-safe practices, visit
lcpc.net or call (818) 249-6137.
Christmas Drive-thru Display

On Saturday, Dec. 18, Bethel
Church in Sun Valley will offer a
drive-thru Christmas display on
its campus from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
that features a Nativity stable,
lit Christmas tree, gifts for kids,
cookies/candy and Christmas
music.
The community is invited to this
free, COVID safe event.
Bethel Church, 10725 Penrose
St., Sun Valley
Free Christmas Concert

Calvary Presbyterian Church in
Glendale will be holding a free
Christmas concert on Dec. 19 at
6:30 p.m. The concert will feature
the church’s musicians.
Calvary Presbyterian Church is
located at 610 N. Glendale Ave.

PET OF THE WEEK
CV Weekly loves to hear
about your pets!
Send a pic and small caption
to steve@cvweekly.com
to share your lovable pets
with the community!
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CLASSIFIEDS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
CRESCENTA
VALLEY WEEKLY
IS READY
FOR YOUR LEGAL
NOTICES!
DBA’S
PROBATE NOTICES
NOTICE OF INTENT
CIVIL COURT NOTICES
NAME CHANGES
PUBLIC SALES/AUCTIONS
NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

LEGALS

FOR RENT

HOME/GARDEN

NOTICE OF SELF STORAGE SALE

2-STORY COMMERCIAL
SPACE AVAILABLE!

YOU CALL WE HAUL!
BEST HAULING!

Please take notice US Storage Centers - La Crescenta located
at 4454 Lowell Ave La Crescenta, CA 91214 intends to hold an
auction to sell the goods stored by the following tenants at the
storage facility. The sale will occur as an online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 12/21/2021 at 10:00AM. Unless stated
otherwise the description of the contents are household goods
and furnishings. Debra Eliza Oakes; Eugine A Diaz; Cynthia V
Sipsey; Henry Runge (2 units); Debra Eliza Oakes (2 units); Tracy
Kloss. All property is being stored at the above self-storage
facility. This sale may be withdrawn at any time without notice.
Certain terms and conditions apply. See manager for details.
Published in the Crescenta Valley Weekly December 2, 9, 2021.
NOTICE OF SELF STORAGE SALE
Please take notice US Storage Centers – Montrose located
at 3708 Clifton Place Montrose, CA 91020 intends to hold an
auction to sell the goods stored by the following tenants at the
storage facility. The sale will occur as an online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 12/21/2021 at 10:00AM. Unless stated
otherwise the description of the contents are household goods
and furnishings. Reuhben Odulio Dumlao; Christine Vrtanesyan;
Angel Orozco Sandoval; Craig Edward Anderson. All property
is being stored at the above self-storage facility. This sale may
be withdrawn at any time without notice. Certain terms and
conditions apply. See manager for details.. Published in the
Crescenta Valley Weekly December 2, 9, 2021.

CIVIL SUMMONS

EMPLOYMENT

ESTATE ADMINISTRATORS

WANTED!

ESTATE SALES

CALL TODAY!
(818) 248-2740

Senior citizen needs overnight
and/or daytime assistance
during the weekend. Call
Susan at (909) 456-4562.

• AUTOMOBILES •

• HANDYMAN SERVICES •

Automotive Services

Highly Skilled

Family owned business serving
the community for 47 years.

Complete auto repair
with ASE certified
technicians

FOR SALE
POTTERY FOR SALE!

Middle Eastern style. Large
rustic outdoor clay pots. Turn
your environment into peace and
harmony. Also great for movie
props and parties. Tujunga.
Call (818) 216-2356.

BUSINESS FOR SALE!

Locally owned family business
for sale. 40-plus years serving
the community. For details
call (818) 951-9117.

BARBERSHOP
FOR SALE!

Established in 1985, great
location with good clientele.
Excellent opportunity! Contact
Ray at Ray’s Barber Shop,
(818) 248-9845 or (818) 517-1237.

818-823-7187

One Time • Weekly • Monthly Service

Call for a free estimate!
818.248.2001

Lic. #1027189

GENERAL CLEAN-UP
AND HAULING

We do garage cleanups, appliance
removal, trash removal. We haul
away dirt, construction waste,
yard waste. We sort and take it
to a certiﬁed waste management
facility to dispose of, recycle center
or donation stores. Free estimates
contact Mr. Duarte (818) 395-0103.

818-249-8458

YOUR BUSINESS
2X2 SERVICE
DIRECTORY
AD HERE!
Call TODAY @
(818) 248-2740

Cash for records, LPs, albums.
Collections large or small. Most
genres considered. Will come to
you. Call Dom at (310) 882-0936.
Jazz, rock, soul, etc.!

SENIOR GENTLEMAN
SEEKS ROOM

Quiet, responsible tenant; ref.
available. Can help with errands,
chores etc. in household. Call
Donald for more info:
(818) 445-6180.

WANTED

Cancelled passports or checks
signed by famous persons.
Call Talbert at (818) 848-6469,
between the hours of 4 pm and
10 pm.

“Top QualiTy Work”
Serving The Foothills

BREATHE CLEAN, HEALTHY AIR!
Family owned business for over 40 years!

Heating/AC Duct Cleaning
Sanitizing (EPA approved product, non-toxic)
Dryer Duct Cleaning
Servicing: Residential – Estates – Commercial

(818) 771-9397

ContactUs@freshaireductcleaning.com
www.FreshAireDuctCleaning.com

•
•
•
•
•
•

Composition Roofs
Tile Roofs
Flat Roofs
Repairs
Gutters
Skylights
LIC. #564628

818-957-5238
FREE Estimates

• HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •

BoB Hunter’s
Plumbing & Heating

WANTED!

VINYL RECORDS
WANTED

Pinecrest
Roofing

3436 N. Verdugo Rd, Glendale CA 91208 | Lic. #741607

• HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •

• YOUR BUSINESS HERE •

Complete lawn & garden services.
• Mowing • Edging
• Weed control
• Hedge shaping
• Stump removal
• Roto-tilling
• Hillside clearing
• Free estimates Contact
Mr. Duarte: (818) 395-0103.

LIONEL TRAINS

Cash paid for your trains and
toys. Also buy American Flyer
and LGB. Call (626) 447-3775.

• HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •

We Clean
Homes

Expert Repairs
Expert Plumbing
Very Neat & Clean

Fred

WHEN NATURE CALLS
GET FALL FRESH!

Maids.com

Specialist in
Difficult Work!

Hartmann Construction

Yard/Garage clean out! Also oﬀering pressure washing services,
hot tub & large appliance removal.
Call Mario (818) 426-3949

• HOME HELP •

HANDYMAN

All Phases of CARPENTRY,
ELECTRICAL, MASONRY
32 Years Experience

818 790-1228 459 Foothill Blvd

Great La Cañada location carpeted thru out. Perfect for boutique business or entrepreneur.
1760 sq. ft. Call (818) 521-3726.

NEEDED/WANTED

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE & CONSULTATION

SOLAR FOR LESS
818-951-1171

Jeremy’s Electric Now Offering
Honest, Reliable, & Local

SOLAR SERVICE

& INSTALLATION

License #514974

• Energy Indepentent
• Permitting
• Predictable Cost
• Installation
• Dependable Electricity • 25 Year Warranty

Large or small Jobs Welcome!

Jeremy’s Electric

Locally owned and operated

Financing Available

Live and work in La Crescenta!

• HOME REPAIRS/SERVICES •

Lic. #978429

• PRINTING/GRAPHICS •

• POOL/SPA SERVICE •

Call Us! 1800-390-0006
or 818- 249-8637

Service • Repair
Free Estimates

Diagnose & Restoration • Local Business over 27 years
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL:

3rd Month FREE

FALL SPECIAL

(818) 248-1320

Call us to have your system serviced!

www.lacanadaair.com

818.790.8000
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Classified ads start at just $10/week.
Contact Rachelle today to broadcast your job opportunity!
(818) 248-2740 or Rachelle@cvweekly.com
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LEON from page 8

our community that cares: La
Crescenta and Montrose.
It was a privilege to join Rabbi
Mendy Grossbaum and the
Jewish community of La Cañada
and La Crescenta to celebrate
Hanukkah at Memorial Park.
While lighting the menorah,
we remembered the power and
beauty of bringing light to the
darkest moments, not only
because of the challenges we’ve
overcome due to the pandemic but
also the hate and anti-Semitism
our Jewish brothers and sisters
endured for generations. All
residents have the power to be a
light and promote acceptance.
LA County Dept. of Parks and
Recs will give a presentation
on the proposed Eagle Canyon
Channel Trail, which includes a
multi-use trail beginning at the
NE intersection of La Crescenta
Avenue and El Caminito along the
ﬂood control channel connecting
to Two Strike Park, on Jan. 3,
2022 at 6 p.m. at Veteran’s Hall,
4011 La Crescenta Ave. Space is
limited.
Annually,
the
Crescenta
Valley Town Council holds an
election to ﬁll three regular
and three alternate positions.
The Council forms an Election
Committee that is charged with
conducting the election. Eligible
persons interested in running
for a position on the Council
are encouraged to submit an
application. This year, the
application deadline was Nov. 10.
The
Election
Committee
received several applications
from prospective candidates and
reviewed them to ensure their

eligibility in accordance with
Council bylaws (which have
been in force for several years).
As part of this review, it was
found that Johnny Brookbank
(an applicant) is not eligible
to run for or to serve on the
Council.
According to the Council
bylaws, to run for ofﬁce or to
serve on the Council a person
must not have been subject to
discipline for a period of two
years. Earlier this year, the
Council voted unanimously to
censure Mr. Brookbank after an
investigation was conducted.
As a result of this, the bylaws
dictate that Mr. Brookbank is
not currently eligible to run for
a position on or to serve on the
Council.
The Election Committee
reported this to the Council
and a majority agreed. Mr.
Brookbank was not included on
the ballot and his application

fee was returned.
Recently Mr. Brookbank has
initiated what appears to be a
write-in campaign.
Mr. Brookbank is ineligible to
run for or to serve on Crescenta
Valley Town Council. There
is no provision for write-in
candidates in the Council
bylaws. However, even if there
were, Mr. Brookbank would still
be ineligible for the reasons
described.
Submitting an application
does not automatically mean
an applicant’s name will
appear on the ballot. Mr.
Brookbank’s name was never
on the ballot and therefore
was never removed.
Copies of the Council bylaws
and Mr. Brookbank’s censure
are located on our website
www.theccouncil.com.
The Council looks forward
to the upcoming election,
which will take place Dec. 10

(5 p.m. – 8 p.m.) and Dec. 11 (9
a.m. – 5 p.m.) at Sadler Hall
at St. Luke’s of the Mountains
Episcopal
Church,
2563
Foothill Blvd., La Crescenta (at
Rosemont).
And lastly, do not forget
our monthly Town Council
meetings. For those who have
an interest in attending and
participating in our virtual

Harry Leon, President
Crescenta Valley
Town Council

See Santa thiS Saturday!

LETTERS from page 8

it will net an average of eight or
nine MW at the beginning and then
will drop due to less methane from
landﬁll. GWP has never reported
net power numbers.
Flaring of gas produces less
pollution, including less of all
the major smog precursors and
chemicals, which cause respiratory
problems. There will be high
pressure landﬁll gas lines, a
potential ﬁre risk with skin burns
up to 200 feet away. There will be
a 12,000-gallon tank of aqueous
ammonia that can cause serious
health problems up to 150 feet away.
All of this will be one-third mile from
a major fault line.
The appeal was supposed to
decide whether the proposed project
met the conditional use permit
(CUP) requirements (consistency
with general plan, not detrimental
to health, safety and environment
and consistent with present and
future land uses). There was
virtually no discussion about the
CUP conditions by city council. It
can be a wonderful project, but not
meet the CUP requirements and
therefore should not be done.
Is this project worth the risks?
In a high-ﬁre area that is supposed
to become a park, surrounded by
residential communities?
I urge [CVW] reporters to revisit
this topic and talk to [members of
the GOCHA]. In reporting on future
city council business, when there is a
disparity of time allotment it would
be beneﬁcial to note how much time
was given to differing sides.
Jackie Gish
Glendale

meetings and want to submit
comments and/or questions, we
encourage you to please contact
CVTC at contact@thecvcouncil.
com.
Stay safe and be healthy.

����

2207 Honolulu Ave. Montrose, CA 91020 | (818) 248-9668 | www.ShopOnceUponATime.com
Holiday Hours Everyday 10 am - 7 pm, Christmas Eve 10 am - 4 pm.

Happy Holidays!

