
By Mary O’KEEFE

Americans were warned 
by several medical ex-
perts, including Dr. 

Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, that this 
winter would be “dark.”

COVID-19 has been a roller 
coaster of a pandemic with num-
bers spiking then almost fl atten-
ing then shooting back up again. 
Fauci warned that we could 
see a “surge upon a surge” af-
ter Thanksgiving. Almost every 
state in the Union is seeing its 
pandemic positive case numbers 
rising dramatically, but what is 
even more concerning is the hos-
pitalization and intensive care 
unit rates. 

There is an easy way to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19 and 
that is following the guidelines 
of social distancing, thoroughly 

washing hands and wearing a 
mask. 

A study by the University of 
Washington School of Medicine, 
published in Nature Medicine, 
found that from Sept. 22, 2020 
to February 2021, 129,574 lives 
could be saved by people wearing 
a face covering/mask. 

Reports by states that man-

date face coverings and those 
that don’t show that wearing a 
face mask can slow the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Perhaps it was pandemic fa-
tigue that sparked people’s recent 
lack of focus regarding adhering 
to safety measures. According to 
several reports, millions of people 
traveled during the Thanksgiv-

ing holiday. Some let their guard 
down by having large gatherings 
and not taking precautions, like 
wearing a mask. 

Wearing a mask is simple sci-
ence. When someone speaks, 
coughs, sneezes, laughs, sings, 
etc. breath particles leave that 
person’s mouth and nose.  

By Julie BUTCHER

Early in this week’s meeting 
of the Glendale City Council, 
Councilmember Dan Brotman 
pulled a routine item from the 
consent calendar to offer further 
comment on plans to upgrade 
the Montrose Community Park 
parking lot. 
“Replacing asphalt in the 
parking lot is problematic for 
a number of reasons; there’s 
potential for releasing harmful, 
polluting chemicals. I’m hoping 
we can fi nd a way to add 
coating to protect from heat, 
a refl ective material designed 
for maximum permeability,” 
Brotman urged.
City staff reported that street 
sweeping regulations have 
been relaxed for an additional 
month, considering the 
increase in the intensity of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Free 
parking is available for the fi rst 
20 minutes to facilitate curbside 
pick-ups and deliveries, and the 
city’s parking garages offer free 
parking for the fi rst 90 minutes. 
The moratorium by Glendale 
Water and Power on late fees 
and service disconnections 
continues through the end of 
December.
Captain Robert Williams 
updated the council on the 
actions of the Glendale Police 
Department. In addition to 
enforcing mask mandates, 
police offi cers have been 
handing out gift cards to those 
found complying. Early on, two 
offi cers were designated for 
COVID-19 response and the 
department reports 2,500 hours 
of enforcement and education, 
more than 7,200 contacts since 
March, including 123 citations 
issued for social distancing 
and mask violations, and 94 
gift cards to encourage positive 
behavior.
Fire Chief Silvio Lanzas 
provided updated numbers 
including a new somber 
milestone as Los Angeles 
County hit 8,000 deaths due 
to COVID-19. He answered 
questions, including a specifi c 

By Mary O’KEEFE

The City of Hope is now in phase 1 clinical trials 
with a SARS-CoV-2 [COVID-19] vaccine. 

“We started in February of this year, like many of 
the other [companies],” said Don Diamond, Ph.D., 
who is a professor with City of Hope’s Dept. of Hema-
tology & Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation. 

Diamond added the hospital’s vaccine research and 
development has been done at a much faster pace 
than anything he has previously experienced. 

“This would be my fourth vaccine I have brought to 
the clinic,” he said. “The three others took many more 
years and I guess you could say that this has been a 
learning experience.”

He added the development of the COVID-19 vac-
cine has been fi ve to 10 times faster than any of his 
previous clinical products. 

“There are a lot of similarities to recent outbreaks 
of other coronaviruses that cross from the animal 
kingdom into humans,” he said. “The one that might 
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Mask Mandates, 
‘Grim’ Numbers 
Discussed by Council

Most may not like 
it, but wearing a 
face covering – in 
addition to other 
key precautions 
– can prevent 
the spread of 
COVID-19.

see MASKS on page 8

File photo
At a recent fl u shot clinic, people drove 
up to receive the vaccine. It is unclear 
how the COVID-19 vaccinations will be 
administered.

File photo
No matter what size, color or shape, the message is clear: the wearing of face masks is essential to slow the 
spread of COVID-19.

see VACCINE on page 6see GCC on page 8
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Earlier in the week winds came howling out of the local mountain canyons. 
Temperatures jumped 20 degrees warmer within a day. We sat in our neigh-
bor’s front yard (masked and six feet apart). While colorful leaves swirled to 
the ground our dogs wrestled and raced among the Christmas lawn decora-
tions. 

We’ve heard the Jack Frost story involving his coloring of fall leaves and 
nipping at toes. As it seems to grow cooler with each autumn day, we can 
almost imagine his nightly visits with palette and paintbrushes in hand. 
But scientists tell us that while it has something to do with warm days and 
nightly frost, there’s much more to it. Actually, to understand how fall colors 
appear let’s look back to the tree in mid-summer.

When the leaves fl utter in the summer breezes, with bright sunshine 
overhead, tree leaves produce a substance called chlorophyll. Acting as a 
color pigment in the tiny cells of leaves, the heavily foliaged trees of summer 
turn intense and varied shades of green. Think of the green chlorophyll as a 
Halloween mask. Underneath the green color of the chlorophyll other colors 
lie hidden from view. 

According to legend, every autumn Jack Frost paints the summer leaves 
in tones of orange, yellow, red and purple; landscapes receive the touch of 
an artist. 

Actually, frost has little to do with fall leaf color. There’s science behind 
the beauty.

Changing leaf color is a chemical process activated by the shorter days 
and cooler temperatures of fall. Jack Frost’s color palette is empirically rep-
resented by chlorophyll for green, carotenoids and xanthophyll for yellows, 
and anthocyanin for purples and reds. Chlorophyll is used by plants to make 
sugar from sunlight. 

The shorter and cooler days of autumn slow down a plant’s life processes. 
Chlorophyll production slows and ultimately disappears. Yellow pigments are 
unveiled fi rst, with purple the last. A view over the Crescenta Valley reveals 
such, reminiscent of grandma’s quilt.

Today, Thursday, and tomorrow temperatures are expected to drop, only to 
rise again over the weekend. Add some random wind and clouds to the mix. 
Looking ahead, next Wednesday there’s a chance of sprinkles. Even further 
out – 16 days – no rain is in the forecast. Sleigh landings on the 25th will be 
onto a carpet of fallen leaves and not snow!

According to recent intensive care unit data, 
Southern California ICU bed availability is less 
than 15%, thereby triggering the additional Re-
gional Stay-at-Home Order. Among those sectors 
shut down are bars, breweries, distilleries, and 
wineries (except for production, manufacturing and 
retail), hair salons and barbershops, and personal 
care services. The LA County ban on outdoor in-
person dining in Los Angeles County restaurants 
was overturned on Tuesday when an LA judge is-
sued an injunction overturning the county ban. The 
matter was brought to court by the California Res-
taurant Association (CRA). Unfortunately within 
the state Order is a restriction on outdoor in-person 
dining. We’ll see if the CRA will pursue the ban at 
the state level.

The shutdowns are in line with the state’s Blue-
print for a Safer Economy, a plan to reduce CO-
VID-19 and “keep Californians healthy and safe.”

No one can argue that the COVID-19 numbers are 
daunting. According to the California Dept. of Public 
Health, as of Tuesday there were 1,389,707 reported 
COVID-19 cases in the state with 20,047 fatalities 
– a little under 1.5%. While sad, needless and avoid-
able, 1.5% of victims who perish means that over 
98% of people who get COVID-19 survive – a point 
that (in my opinion) isn’t highlighted often enough.

It’s interesting how differently the shutdown is 
being received this time around. If you remember, 
in March through April, it was not uncommon to see 
folks wearing masks and even gloves when visiting 
the supermarket – about the only place they would 
go. But combined with bad choices by our elected 
offi cials that ended up undermining the intent of 
the newly issued Order, plus COVID fatigue, people 
are just not rallying around directed safer practices. 

For example, despite the accelerated numbers, 

people are griping about wearing the dreaded mask. 
I understand one patron of the Harvest Market re-
fused to wear a mask because that’s “not how God 
made him.” Well, brother, God made you naked and 
yet you (thankfully) have clothes on. 

I hate the mask, too, but if wearing it curbs the 
spread of COVID-19 that has to be the ultimate goal. 
The problem, as I see it, is who do you believe? Presi-
dent Trump rarely wears a mask in public, under-
mining the importance of face coverings to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. Health offi cials, though, 
are adamant that the wearing of masks protects 
everyone, both the wearer and those s/he comes in 
contact with. (To learn more, read Mary O’Keefe’s 
cover story in this week’s issue.)

Hope comes in the vaccine, which was adminis-
tered to some Englishmen this week. With some 
exceptions, there was little negative response to the 
vaccine, building confi dence that perhaps, fi nally, 
there is a light at the end of the tunnel.

________________________
If you want to maintain social distance, yet en-

joy the holidays, the Glendale Area Schools Credit 
Union and CV Weekly, with several other sponsors, 
is hosting the Merry & Bright Self-Guided Holiday 
Light and Display Drive-By Tour. In next week’s pa-
per we will print the addresses of those who want to 
share the holiday spirit with their neighbors. There’s 
still time to have your address included; email Mer-
ryBright@cvweekly.com with your address and we’ll 
include it in the tour list beginning next week.

Weather in the
Foothills

“Anyone who thinks fallen leaves are dead has never seen them 
dancing on a windy day.”

~ Shira Tamir

Sue Kilpatrick is a Crescenta Valley
resident and Offi cial Skywarn Spotter for the

National Weather Service Reach her at suelkilpatrick@gmail.com.

Robin Goldsworthy is the publisher of 
the Crescenta Valley Weekly. 

She can be reached at 
robin@cvweekly.com or 

(818) 248-2740.

Fast Prescription Fill
Flu & Shingles Shots
Orthopedic Supplies & Braces
Adult & Pediatric Nebulizers
Wheelchairs & Accessories
Insurance, Medi-Cal, Medicare, HMO, PPO, FSA Plans Accepted

Masks, Sanitizer & 
Infrared Thermometers 

are now available.

3600 N. Verdugo Rd.
 Montrose/Glendale
3600 N. Verdugo Rd.3600 N. Verdugo Rd.

Arianna PharmacyArianna PharmacyArianna Pharmacy
Its Easy, call us and we 
will do the rest for you.

Arianna Pharmacy
818.957.9200

www.AriannaPharmacy.com

We Deliver

Is your chain pharmacy 
not answering the phones, or 

putting you on long holds?

Transfer your medications to 
Arianna Pharmacy TODAY.

STOP MADNESS!!the



By Robin GOLDSWORTHY

Though the pandemic has altered 
the way many traditions are being 
celebrated, the fact that they are 

being celebrated is a testament to the 
importance placed on them. In addition, 
many community members are finding 
comfort in those things that have not been 
canceled due to COVID-19.

Among them are the Christmas displays 
in the Montrose shopping park and at the La 
Crescenta Library.

The idea to have a traditional Christmas 
display was made early on by the Montrose 
Shopping Park Association (MSPA), 
according to Dale Dawson, Business 
Administration & Event Services.

“The board decided some months ago to 
have the tree,” said Dawson. “It’s not a cheap 
project and we couldn’t do a ceremony, but 
it gives people the chance to soak up some 
holiday cheer.”

The shopping park typically has a tree 
lighting ceremony the day after Thanksgiving 
and before Small Business Saturday. The 
community turns out for local dignitaries 
who are in attendance, seated in a carriage 
that can be seen weekends until Christmas 
day transporting shoppers up and down 
the avenue. Members of the Hummingbird 
Conservatory can be heard singing holiday 
favorites, inviting the audience to sing along.

This season was not launched in typical 
fashion, though. No tree lighting ceremony, 
no dignitaries in attendance, no members of 
Hummingbird Conservatory singing holiday 
favorites. Understanding its limitations, the 
MSPA knew that the ceremony would not be 
held and instead rallied around the idea of 
erecting a tree and decorating with flair.

Traveling along the 2100-2400 blocks 
of Honolulu Avenue, in addition to the 
year-round festive lights visitors will see 
wreaths hanging from key intersections of 
the shopping park culminating with a 17 foot 
Noble fir at the southeast corner of Ocean 
View and Honolulu.

“We work with Kathy’s Trees in Sunland,” 
Dawson said. “The board also focused on 
lights and other things to make a positive 
visual impact.”

With many of the shopping park’s mom 
and pop shops suffering financially from 
the ongoing restrictions being implemented 
by the county and state, it is hoped that the 
holiday display will brighten the spirits of 
those who visit.

“I think people are so distracted right 
now,” said Dawson. “The decorations offer 
a calming influence, which is especially 
welcome now considering all the restrictions.”

People are eager to shop locally, too.
“What I’m finding is that some people are 

coming just to support us,” added Dawson, 
who owns Mountain Rose Gifts on Ocean 

View Boulevard. “They come in and say, ‘I’ve 
had enough Amazon.’”

At the La Crescenta Library decorating 
almost didn’t happen.

“I almost didn’t do it,” said local realtor 
Robbyn Battles who has for the last several 
years overseen the tree lighting and library 
decorating. “I didn’t know if people would 
appreciate it or be angry.”

As it turns out, the display of holiday cheer 
has brightened the spirits of those who pass 
by the library and who take time to check 
out all of the special touches Battles and her 
fellow decorators installed.

“We’ve left some ornaments under the 
tree for children who want to put one on it,” 
Battles said. “There are also eight named 
elves hidden in the library courtyard. Kids 
can take a photo with an elf then post it on 
social media.” (Battles set up the Facebook 
page La Crescenta Christmas Tree Lighting.)

Battles had her own elves to help with 
this year’s effort. Lisa Griffin, who every 
year creates cutouts, candy canes and other 
holiday items for the library, was on hand 
as were Lisa Jenks, Kyle Studebaker and 
Battles’ husband Frank. With members of 
the county’s Dept. of Parks & Recreation 
helping, in little time the tree was up and the 
courtyard decorated outside the library.

“It’s one 
piece of normal 
that I could 

bring to the community,” said Battles. “How 
do you not smile at the reindeer?”

In addition to the tree, lights and other 
holiday decorations is one particularly 
important addition to this year’s festivities: 
a mailbox.

A red mailbox at the library is a receptacle 
for letters to Santa that come not only from 
children but from adults, too.

“I collect the letters for Santa and one 
was from a parent that read, ‘I wish that 
2021 will be better’ and one from a teacher 
to Santa that read, ‘Wish my class a Merry 
Christmas, please.’”

This year, Mr. & Mrs. Claus will record a 
video of all the names of those who wrote 
to Santa. To be included send a message to 
Robbyn@Thehouseagent.com.

Despite her initial misgivings – “I almost 
didn’t know if I had it in me” –Battles said 
she is glad to have created a “happy spot” in 
La Crescenta.

“We did a good thing here,” she said. “It’s a 
bit of normal in a crazy world.”
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LCFCC HOSTS CERAMICS SALE
The 2020 CCLCF Holiday Ceramic Sale takes 

place on Saturday, Dec. 12 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
outside in the parking lot of the Community Center 
of La Cañada Flintridge. 

Support local artists while finding a variety of 
beautiful, one-of-a-kind handmade ceramic pieces.

The Community Center follows all physical 
distancing and infection control protocols 
established by Public Health officials to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19 including capacity limitations.

Masks and temperature check required to enter.
Community Center of La Cañada Flintridge, 

4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada Flintridge

CVCA TO MEET ON DECEMBER 16
The Crescenta Valley Community Association 

will have its monthly meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 
16 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. The day has been changed 
due to the seasonal holidays. Contact the CVCA at 
crescentavalleycommunityassn@gmail.com with 
questions and for Zoom meeting information.

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED FOR 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION

The City of Glendale announced the opening of 
the application period for the newly established 
Sustainability Commission. 

Applications may be downloaded online or 
collected from the City of Glendale City Clerk’s 
Office at City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Room 110. 
To ensure the safety of staff and our community, 
please call the City Clerk’s Office at (818) 548-4000 
to make an appointment for pick-up. Applications 
may be downloaded online by visiting https://www.
glendaleca.gov/home/showdocument?id=1521.

The powers and duties of the Sustainability 
Commission shall be to make advisory 
recommendations to the City Council on how 
to promote progress toward sustainability, 
and recommend priorities to promote regional 
leadership in sustainability. 

Applications are due no later than 5:30 p.m. on 
Dec. 31.

Those who have any questions regarding the 
application process can contact Sustainability 
Officer David Jones at (818) 548-3351 or emailing 
djones@glendaleca.gov.

Holiday Spirit Alive and Well and Found 
in the Crescenta Valley

818.790.8001
www.drbeeve.com

1809 Verdugo Blvd., Suite 150  •  Glendale, CA 91208
across from USC Verdugo Hills Hospital.

Scott W. Beeve  MD, FAcS
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Scott W. Beeve

Beeve Vision Care Center

Give yourself the 
Gift of Sight.

Happy Holidays!
Be Safe & Stay Healthy.
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Photos courtesy of Dick CLUBB
LEFT: The intersection of Ocean View and 
Honolulu has been decorated in traditional 
fashion by the Montrose Shopping Park 
Association.
MIDDLE: The tree in the courtyard of the La 
Crescenta Library reflects the spirit of the 
season.

Photo provided by Decorating Committee
RIGHT: A mailbox next to the La Crescenta 
Library tree is ready to accept letters to Santa.

IN BRIEF
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AB 5 and HR2474 –
Two Different Workforce Bills

Is Help on the Way?

By Mary O’KEEFE

During the recent campaigns for 
the Nov. 3 election there seemed 
to be some confusion between AB 
5 and HR 2474. These are two 
legislative bills that deal with 
labor but do not deal with the same 
issues. 

AB 5 refers to California State 
Assembly Bill 5 that went into 
effect on Jan. 1. The bill is a 
response to a 2018 California 
Supreme Court ruling in the 
Dynamex case that required 
companies in California to follow 
what is known as the ABC test. It is 
a three-point test that determines 
if a worker is an employee or an 
independent contractor. 

This bill specifically targets 
“gig workers” or independent 
contractors. Before and after the 
bill passed there were lawsuits 
filed and exemptions issued. 

There is also confusion as to 
which exemptions will remain 
in place, which will terminate 
and what new ones may be put 
into place. A concern comes from 
independent contractors who, 
according to reports, are finding 
it difficult to continue working in 
their chosen fields. For example, 
many in the film industry work 
as independent contractors. 
According to reports, states that do 
not have a restrictive “gig law” are 
openly inviting the film industry to 
their state where companies do not 
have to hire workers as employees. 

Voters approved Prop. 22 that 
allows companies like Uber and 
Lyft to classify their drivers as 

independent contractors. 
There are still several lawsuits 

challenging the constitutionality 
of AB 5.

In contrast, HR 2474, called 
the Pro Act [Protecting the Right 
to Organize Act], is a federal 
law. HR designates the House of 
Representatives as the origin of 
the bill. This bill was passed in 
Congress.

HR 2474 was introduced into 
the House of Representatives 
on May 2, 2019. As bills do, it 
traveled through committees, was 
amended and debated and finally 
voted on in the House on Feb. 6, 
2020. It was passed with a 224-194 
vote. It is now awaiting approval 
in the Senate. This is a bill that 
targets the relationship between 
employees, unions and employers. 
It, according to supporters, would 
strengthen the rights of employees 
to organize. 

Congressman Adam Schiff 
supported, not co-authored, this 
bill. 

“I was proud to support HR 
2474, the PRO Act, earlier this 
year when the House passed it on 
a bipartisan vote because it is the 
most progressive and far-reaching 
labor reform in generations. It 
would put in place new protections 
for the right to organize and 
collectively bargain, helping 
employees and working families, 
rather than big corporations that 
have chipped away at labor rights 
for decades,” Schiff stated in an 
interview with CVW. “The need for 
a reinvigorated labor movement 
is apparent all around us, and the 

decline in organized labor, in my 
view, is a significant factor in the 
growing inequality and the slow 
growth in wages that we have seen 
even during periods of immense 
economic growth. I am hopeful 
that the PRO Act can advance 
through the Senate and be signed 
into law because doing so would 
mean ensuring that millions of 
Americans can benefit from the 
right to organize and join a union 
to improve their wages, benefits, 
and working conditions.”

Although the bills appear to be 
similar because they both focus on 
employees’ status, AB 5 deals with 
determining who is an employee 
and who is an independent 
contractor while the PRO Act 
determines issues affecting the 
right to organize. 

The workforce was changing 
prior to COVID-19 and, in the 
future, it is certain the pandemic 
will have changed the employee/
employer landscape in ways not 
yet realized. 

“I believe that there is an 
urgent need to update our laws 
and labor protections to account 
for the fact that ‘traditional’ 
employment structures are 
increasingly unusual. I led the 
effort in the House to make sure 
that freelancers and independent 
contractors were not left out of 
unemployment compensation and 
I was pleased that the CARES 
Act included broad eligibility for 
unemployment benefits which 
have helped millions of these 
nontraditional workers get help,” 
Schiff added. 

Comments from Congressman 
Adam Schiff (D-Burbank):

“We have repeatedly passed 
economic relief legislation in 
the House that would provide 
families, workers and small 
businesses the help they need, 
only to see it languish in the 
Senate. I’m glad that there 

was a bipartisan group of 
Senators willing to compromise 
to kickstart this latest round 
of negotiations – and I am 
increasingly optimistic we will 
get to yes in the next week to 
10 days.

“We simply cannot wait any 
longer, and I think there’s 

growing consensus that 
any package we pass must 
help as many Americans 
and businesses as possible, 
including PPP funds, pandemic 
unemployment insurance, 
direct payments to families and 
aid to states and cities so they 
don’t have to layoff teachers, 
firefighters, police officers, 
transportation workers, 
and more. State and local 
governments will also need 
assistance so they’re ready to 
distribute the vaccine in the 
near future.

“I hope the package will also 
include stimulus checks to 
families. But any package we 
approve now must simply be 
a down payment to get us 
through the next few months. 
It’s likely more will be needed 
before this is all over, a vaccine 
is administered, and this 
pandemic finally comes to an 
end.”
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CVWD’s Local Hazard Mitigation 
Plan (LHMP) Survey Opportunity

Historic Board Of Supervisors 
Photo Released

Towed During Isolation

Crescenta Valley Water 
District (CVWD) applied for and 
was awarded a planning grant 
funded by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) to 
develop a Local Hazard Mitigation 
Plan (LHMP) in response to the 
federal mandates in the Disaster 
Mitigation Act of 2000 (Public Law 
106-390). 

During this process, local residents 
and officials from neighboring 
agencies will be contributing by 
sharing their local knowledge of 
the area’s vulnerability to hazards 
relative to maintaining water and 

sewer services and by suggesting 
ways the District can mitigate 
damages during a disaster event. 

CVWD has formed a steering 
committee made up of local 
stakeholders who will provide 
input and an overview of the 
plan’s development and outreach. 
Information on the steering 
committee can be found on CVWD’s 
website. 

CVWD is asking customers to 
participate in a brief survey to assess 
what issues are most important 
to customers, where they get their 
information and how informed 

they are on CVWD’s mitigation 
and preparedness efforts relative 
to a disaster event in the Crescenta 
Valley. All feedback will be reviewed 
by a steering committee and will be 
posted on the CVWD website. 

Survey results will also help the 
District improve its communication 
efforts to the community to 
minimize the risk and impacts of 
these hazards to residences and 
businesses. 

For those who would like to take 
the survey, it is available on the 
CVWD website www.cvwd.com. 

The Executive Office of the Board 
of Supervisors unveiled the official 
photo featuring an all-women 
board of supervisors for the first 
time since the board’s inception in 
1852.

The official board photo features 
newly elected Supervisor Holly J. 
Mitchell who will represent the 
Second District, a position held for 
12 years by Mark Ridley-Thomas.

It also features Supervisor Hilda 
L. Solis front and center as she will 
lead the board in the coming year 
as chair.

The new iconic and historic board 
photo also marks a few other firsts. 
With social distancing rules in 
place, the board photo was put 
together as a composite instead of 
an in-person group photo for the 
first time in the board’s history.

The white ensemble worn by the 
board is also a tribute to another 
historical moment this year – the 
100th anniversary of the formal 
adoption of the 19th Amendment 
into the U.S. Constitution, which 
gave women the right to vote. The 
image backdrop represents all five 
districts blended to symbolize a 
united County.

By Mary O’KEEFE

The film industry, like all other 
businesses, has been negatively 
affected by COVID-19. There 
was a complete shutdown 
initially; however, filming 
has returned to the state 
with several restrictions and 
guidelines in place. 

FilmLA is a non-profit 
organization and the official film 
office of the City and County 
of Los Angeles. Normally it is 
the service that is a centralized 
coordinator of on-location 
filming permits. It has been the 
go-to for all questions, concerns 
and guidelines for those in 
the industry and neighbors/
businesses where filming is 
being permitted. Since the start 
of the pandemic though it has 
taken on a new liaison role. It is 
still the go-to for many answers, 
including what is and what is 
not allowed during this time of 
pandemic. 

Its website has the latest 
information from LA County 
Public Health and offers 
guidance for filmmakers. It has 
suggestions on what filmmakers 
can do to continue to work in 
accordance to the restrictions 

placed by Public Health. It 
also has suggested, or “urged,” 
filmmakers to voluntarily 
limit activities likely to “invite 
negative community response.”

  “Examples of high-
impact activities include, 
but are not limited to, any 
activity requiring Community 
Filming Surveys, activity that 
affects customer access to retail 
businesses, significant prep, 
strike or filming on secular and 
religious holidays and requests 
that involve extended street 
parking, overnight filming, 
street closures or aircraft use,” 
FilmLA states. 

The organization can strongly 
suggest but not require 
production companies to follow 
its suggestions and, as most 
have learned during COVID-19, 
even though people may think 
they have thought of everything 
surrounding filming, there are 
some issues that are not known 
until something happens. 

Recently, a family had tested 
positive for COVID-19 and, 
in accordance with Public 
Health requirements, isolated 
while they went through the 
symptoms and waited until 
their temperatures were down 

to normal for over 24 hours. 
They stayed in their Los Angeles 
apartment following those rules 
while a film company had hung 
“No Parking” signs along the 
street where their vehicle was 
parked. When they were able to 
leave their home, after isolation, 
they found their vehicle had 
been towed. Thus started a 
journey that continues today. 

The vehicle is being held at 
the towing company, hired by 
the City of LA, and will not be 
released until the family pays 
over $450 plus a $75 fine. 

CVW has contacted the City 
and County of LA and FilmLA, 
all of which have been helpful, 
but no one seems to be able to 
find out how this charge, which 
continues to increase, can be 
waived. 

Since this is one of those 
“negative” impacts on a 
community that is already 
coping with a pandemic, CVW 
is reaching out to see if anyone 
else has experienced this issue 
or something similar. 

We will continue to follow up 
on this issue. Anyone who has 
a similar concern is asked to 
contact mary@cvweekly.com.
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On Saturday, Dec. 5 at approximately 
1:30 a.m., GPD offi cers were dispatched 
to the area of Central Avenue and Laurel 
Street regarding a report of gunshots heard 
along with a vehicle driving erratically and 
running stop signs in the area.

Offi cers quickly located the vehicle 
nearby and discovered one of its occupants 
had been shot. Offi cers initiated life-
saving measures to treat the 28-year-old 

male until members of the Glendale Fire 
Dept. arrived and transported him to the 
Los Angeles County USC Medical Center 
where he was later pronounced dead.

Offi cers checked the area and located the 
scene of the original shooting. Members 
of the Glendale Police Dept.’s Detective 
Bureau and Forensics team responded 
to the scene. No arrests have been made 
in connection with the shooting and the 

investigation is still underway.
Anyone with information that can assist 

with the investigation is encouraged to 
contact the Glendale Police Dept. at (818) 
548-4911. Those who wish to remain 
anonymous can call the L.A. Regional 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 222-TIPS (800-222-
8477), use a smartphone by downloading 
the P3 MOBILE APP, or go directly to 
www.lacrimestoppers.org.
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Homicide Investigation Continues
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come to mind is SARS; that was 
in 2003. That was a huge deal 
at the time.” 

SARS [Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome] is a 
viral respiratory illness caused 
by a coronavirus. It was fi rst 
reported in Asia in February 
2003. It spread to more than 
two dozen countries in North 
America, South America, 
Europe and Asia before it was 
contained, according the CDC 
[Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention].

“[SARS] snuffed itself out, 
not because people were 
more careful; it just doesn’t 
have the properties of being 
as transmissible person to 
person,” Diamond said. 

Another dangerous 
coronavirus of recent times 
is MERS [Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome]. Three 
or four of every 10 patients 
who reportedly contracted 
MERS died. The virus was fi rst 
reported in Saudi Arabia in 
2012. So far, all cases of MERS 
have been linked through travel 
to, or residence in, countries 
in and near the Arabian 
Peninsula. The largest known 
outbreak of MERS outside the 
Arabian Peninsula occurred in 
the Republic of Korea in 2015. 
The outbreak was associated 
with a traveler returning 
from the Arabian Peninsula, 
according to the CDC. 

Diamond added that SARS 
is much more deadly than 
COVID-19. It kills its host more 
rapidly, which means it doesn’t 
have the opportunity to spread. 

“You get very sick and then 
are not likely to go out of your 
house,” he said. 

People can be asymptomatic 

with COVID-19 and therefore 
spread the virus without 
knowing they have it. 

“The oddity of this current 
[coronavirus] is that it doesn’t 
make [some] as sick. When you 
are feeling rather chipper in 
fact you are transmitting it at a 
very high level,” he said.

Genetics can be why some are 
predisposed to having a worse 
outcome when contracting 
COVID-19.

“There is very little you can 
do about it,” he said.

Pfi zer and Moderna are 
among the companies asking 
the FDA for emergency use 
authorization. This will allow 
the public, outside those 
involved in clinical trials, to 
receive the vaccine. This will 
protect a person from acquiring 
COVID-19 or, at the least, 
“tamp it down,” according to 
Diamond. 

“Our vaccine developed at 
City of Hope has the same 
idea [as others but] we used 
a different platform that we 
invented here,” he said. 

There will most likely 
be booster shots required 
no matter what vaccine is 
administrated. 

“Normally if you get a virus 
protection [vaccine] your 
immunity lasts quite a long 
time or a lifetime,” he said. 

Vaccines like those 
administered to fi ght 
measles, mumps, Rubella and 
chickenpox will give a person 
lifelong immunity; however, the 
coronavirus is different. 

“There are seven 
coronaviruses; four of them are 
very common and they give you 
colds that resolve in a couple 
of days. You don’t have these 

long haul or long-lasting side 
effects,” Diamond said. 

A person’s immunity can 
be measured for that specifi c 
coronavirus, but that immunity 
disappears in about a year so a 
person can get a cold virus all 
over again. 

“The fact is we don’t know 
precisely what will happen with 
this particular coronavirus. We 
suspect that if you have had 
a severe case [of COVID-19] 
your body will remember it was 
attacked and your immunity 
could last quite a long time,” 
he said. “If you had a very mild 
case we don’t know it.” 

He is not certain how long 
the antibodies will stay in a 
person’s system or if those 
antibodies would decrease 
to a point where it no longer 
protects the person. 

“We do know that there is a 
relationship of the severity of 
the infection with how quickly 
your antibody levels fall. The 
key question that we don’t 
know is if they fall do they 
fall underneath the protective 
level? We don’t know that yet,” 
he said. “All of these types of 
vaccines that we have used in 
the past have required booster 
shots. There are some vaccines 
that don’t, but they are in a 
different class.”

These past vaccines include 
giving a person a weaker form 
of the actual pathogen that 
gives them a mild infection; 
however, the COVID-19 vaccine 
is a much different design.

“These [vaccines] will never 
give you the actual disease,” he 
said. “They are totally different 
and so they’re much safer, far 
safer.”

City of Hope and Diamond 

are trying to accelerate the 
trial period process then will 
apply for the emergency use 
authorization. They are looking 
for volunteers for the fi rst 
phase. Volunteers need to be 
healthy adults between the 
ages of 18 and 55. In the next 
phase they will be looking at 
higher risk volunteers. 

“Based on preclinical 
research, we are hopeful that 
the vaccine will protect against 
SARS-CoV-2 infection that 
can lead to COVID-19 disease, 
helping to halt the spread of the 
current COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Diamond said.

The trial’s goal is to test how 
safe the investigational vaccine 
is and how well it is tolerated.

To produce the 
investigational vaccine, a team 
of City of Hope scientists, led 
by Felix Wussow, Ph.D., and 
Flavia Chiuppesi, Ph.D., both 
City of Hope assistant research 
professors in the Department of 
Hematology & Hematopoietic 
Cell Transplantation, together 
with Diamond, fi rst developed 
a synthetic modifi ed vaccinia 
ankara (sMVA) platform 
technology to house the genetic 
components that make up the 
compound at a molecular level. 
MVA is a weakened poxvirus 
that is approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration for 
the prevention of smallpox and 
monkeypox, and is also included 
in the federal government’s 
Strategic National Stockpile for 
lifesaving use during a public 
health emergency, according to 
the City of Hope. 

Anyone who is interested 
in volunteering can email 
CovidVaccine@coh.org.

VACCINE from Cover

Ban Overturned –
But Don’t Plan Date Night Yet

By Robin GOLDSWORTHY

A recent restriction by LA 
County to ban in-person outdoor 
dining has met with resistance 
from the public and by lawyers 
with the California Restaurant 
Association (CRA). Earlier this 
week CRA lawyers sued the 
county to overturn the ban. After 
county lawyers weren’t able to 
produce suffi cient evidence of the 
legitimacy of the ban, and being 
told by the presiding judge that 
the ban was arbitrary and backed 
by weak scientifi c evidence, it was 
overturned.

Jeannie Bone, owner of Casa 
Córdoba at 2331 Honolulu Ave. 
in Montrose is a board member 

of the CRA, LA Chapter and is 
pleased with the decision. 

“The judge displayed common 
sense in regard to restaurants 
resuming outdoor dining as there 
was no evidence presented to 
the continuing punishment of 
restaurants and their clients,” 
Bone said. 

But before diners make 
reservations at their favorite 
restaurants, the battle is not 
over. The state ordered lockdown, 
which prohibits in-person outdoor 
dining, is still in force and will be 
until after Christmas.

 “Hopefully the LA Health 
Department’s overly zealous 
shutdown will be reexamined and 
overturned at that point,” Bone 

said. “I have heard that another 
lawsuit will be presented to the 
state, but I have no details.”

She added that other counties 
have had a “leg up” on LA in terms 
of the ability to earn an income. 

“We’ve been locked down for 
two weeks now and it’s becoming 
increasingly more diffi cult with 
each passing day to deal with the 
all the uncertainty surrounding 
when we are permitted to earn an 
income and rehire our employees. 
Take-out alone does not generate 
enough income to support paying 
the rent, wages or the bills.”

Like many restaurant owners, 
she has specifi c questions for Gov. 
Newsom.

“We have all gone out of our way 

and spent our own unbudgeted 
money following the directions 
presented by the County Health 
Departments across California. 
With no evidence that restaurants’ 
outdoor dining is responsible for 
the spreading of the virus, how 
long do you think it reasonable 
for restaurants to wait to be 
permitted to earn a living? Three 
weeks? Six weeks? Six months? 
Until everyone is vaccinated?” 

Whatever the answer, Bone 
said that there is no plan in place 
but is happy that some sense 
seems to be found on the bench.

“The judge weighed the 
dynamics here in LA,” she said, 
“and ruled accordingly.”
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CRIME BLOTTER
Dec. 2 

2300 block of Montrose Avenue in 
Montrose, a car was left up on bricks 
and all four tires were stolen from the 
vehicle overnight. 

Red Box Road on Angeles Crest 
Highway, the rear window of a vehicle 
was shattered and several personal 
items were stolen from a vehicle 
overnight.

600 block of Starlight Crest 
Drive in La Cañada Flintridge, the 
rear glass sliding door of a home was 
shattered and several rooms were 
ransacked. Nothing was reported 
stolen at the time. 

The residential burglary occurred 
at 8:10 p.m.

Nov. 28
200 block of Foothill Boulevard 

in La Cañada, a woman’s wallet was 
stolen while she was shopping at a 
store. Her wallet was in her purse, 
which was placed under the carriage 
of her child’s stroller between 2 p.m. 
and 3:40 p.m. 

Nov. 26
2600 block of Foothill Boulevard 

in La Crescenta, a man entered a 
store and asked to use the restroom. 
The man did so many times and each 
time the employee would go into the 
bathroom after he left to find empty 
packages of items from the store 
but did not find the items. The man 

appeared to be standing in a line at a 
nearby store. 

The employee found that six 
items had been stolen between 8 a.m. 
and 8:50 a.m. 

Nov. 25
Angeles Crest Highway, Gould 

Mesa, in the Angeles National Forest, 
the front passenger side window was 
shattered and several credit cards 
were stolen from a vehicle between 
10:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Nov. 24
Angeles Crest Highway, mile 

marker 34.14 in the Angeles National 
Forest, several credit cards were 
stolen from a vehicle between 11:15 
a.m. and 1:25 p.m.

Angeles Crest Highway, Colby 
Canyon Trail in the Angeles National 
Forest, credit cards were stolen from 
a vehicle between 11 a.m. and 2:50 
p.m. 

3900 block of Starland Drive in 
La Cañada Flintridge, a resident 
returned home to find the residence 
had been ransacked and several 
items stolen between 7 a.m. and 6 
p.m. 

Nov. 15
2100 block of Glenada Avenue in 

Montrose, a catalytic converter was 
stolen from a vehicle between Nov. 15 
and Nov. 28.
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one from Councilmember 
Ardashes “Ardy” Kassakhian 
regarding outdoor in-person 
dining at the Americana. 

Outdoor dining is currently 
prohibited, city offi cials said, 
and the city attorney indicated 
that the Americana has been 
contacted. “No one can eat 
outside in public,” Lanzas 
affi rmed.

Initially, the council 
considered a resolution 
opposing the county’s plans 
to shutter outdoor in-person 
dining as numbers spiked but 
took no action as orders from 
the California public health 
department supersede local 
regulations.

“Another grim day,” Lanzas 
said, listing the numbers of 
cases and deaths, 7,155 cases 
in Glendale, 203 deaths.

Responding to concerns he 
has heard, Brotman insisted 
that Glendale “is not an outlier. 
It’s bad but we’re not doing 
worse than other places, similar 
to Burbank and Pasadena. It’s 
still not good enough and we 
need to do more.” 

In Los Angeles County, more 
than 3,000 people are currently 
hospitalized with COVID-19, 
25% in ICU beds, and bed 
availability is down to 10%. In 
Glendale, Brotman clarifi ed, 
“that means we’re now at 45 
new infections per 100,000 
people daily over the past 14 
days. In mid-November – less 
than one month ago – that 
number was 16 per 100,000. 
LA’s at 65 per 100,000 and 
we’re just beginning to pick up 
Thanksgiving travel.”

“We believe the number is 

now one in 22 Americans is 
infected,” Lanzas said, urging 
everyone to “go about your day 
with the idea that everyone you 
come into contact has it. The 
best way to protect yourself is 
to keep doing what we’ve been 
saying: wear a mask, keep your 
distance, wash your hands.”

Brotman urged the public 
to call in to one of the city’s 
hotlines to report violations of 
novel coronavirus rules. 

“The police can’t do this 
by themselves,” he said. The 
numbers are (818) 548-3301 
and (818) 548-4911.

“How did this come about?” 
asked Mayor Vrej Agajanian 
who objected to the next agenda 
item regarding plans to build 
an all-inclusive playground in 
the northern part of Verdugo 
Park. “I thought we said in 
2018 that we were going to add 
parks only in the south.” 

Councilmember Ara 
Najarian acknowledged 
that he had supported the 
plan in the past but is “now 
reconsidering the benefi ts of 
passive recreation, the space to 
just lie on the grass.” 

Brotman said that the 
“playground is dated but 
functional – I’m with you that 
it’s not the right time to spend 
$750-$800,000 for a state-of-
the-art playground; we should 
be spending this money closer 
to where the impact is. That 
$3.4 million should be used to 
acquire new space or to refresh 
parks in south Glendale.”

Next, the council entertained 
presentations from fi rms 
competing to coordinate the 
city’s efforts to recruit a new 

city manager. Feedback was 
given from commenters calling 
in. 

“I’m most shocked at the 
amount of money that you’d 
spend – $18,000 to $30,000 
– at a time when every dollar 
could be spent for the citizens, 
to hire a company to help you 
hire a city manager is not an 
appropriate use of funds. It’s 
not a political position and it 
shouldn’t be treated like one. 
The most qualifi ed person 
should get the job. To hear 
councilmembers concerned 
about recruiting someone who 
wants to come to Glendale, to 
choose Glendale, [interim city 
manager] Roubik Golanian 
chose Glendale years ago. 
Bringing someone in from the 
outside is as unnecessary as it 
is disrespectful.”

All three of the callers urged 
the council to hire Golanian on 
a permanent basis.

“If the average tenure of a city 
manager is six to eight years, 
he’s already beyond that,” one 
said. Another observed that it 
would take months to become 
familiar with the job and the 
city, longer given plans for a 
national search. The council 
approved a contract with CPH 
HR Consulting for a search 
costing $25,000 and expected 
to wrap up within 17 weeks.

Finally, the council held 
hearings on two properties, 
one for a proposed house to 
be built at 1248 Corona Drive 
and another considering the 
historical status of a house at 
305 East Randolph. Further 
action on both properties 
remains pending.

GCC from Cover

“COVID-19 spreads mainly 
from person to person 
through respiratory droplets. 
Respiratory droplets travel into 
the air when you cough, sneeze, 
talk, shout or sing. These 
droplets can then land in the 
mouths or noses of people who 
are near you or they may breathe 
these droplets in. Masks are a 
simple barrier to help prevent 
your respiratory droplets from 
reaching others. Studies show 
that masks reduce the spray 
of droplets when worn over the 
nose and mouth,” according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention. “You should 
wear a mask, even if you do 
not feel sick. This is because 
several studies have found 
that people with COVID-19 
who never develop symptoms 
(asymptomatic) and those who 
are not yet showing symptoms 
(pre-symptomatic) can still 
spread the virus to other people. 
The main function of wearing a 
mask is to protect those around 
you, in case you are infected but 
not showing symptoms.” 

“In simple terms it prevents 
transmission of the virus, plain 
and simple. It is undeniable 

regardless of your political 
affi liation,” said Dr. David 
Tashman, director of the 
USC Verdugo Hills Hospital 
Emergency Services. 
“Different masks protect at 
different degrees but all of 
them in some degree decrease 
the cloud of viral particles 
that a person emits. You are 
protecting others when you are 
wearing a mask because you 
are decreasing the amount of 
particles that you are emitting 
into the air.”

He added that although 
wearing a mask is primarily 
to protect others there is some 
evidence that a mask can 
protect the wearer as well. 

“We don’t know how many, 
but we do know there is a 
[higher] percentage of people 
who are spreading the virus 
and don’t know they have 
it. In fact, most people are 
spreading the virus at a very 
high rate a day or two before 
they become symptomatic. 
So almost everyone who 
ends up COVID-19 positive 
is spreading the virus before 
they fi gure out they have it,” 
he said. 

This is why COVID-19 has 
spread so quickly. Because 
some people may have it and 
never feel sick that does not 
stop them from spreading the 
virus. 

“This is one sneaky virus,” 
Tashman added. 

COVID-19 is similar to 
the fl u in the way it spreads 
primarily through tiny micro 
droplets of saliva that emanate 
a few feet from the person, 
though there may be small 
droplets that hang in the air. 

“We do know for sure if 
everyone wore a mask it 
would make a huge dent in the 
transmission of the virus,” he 
said. 

Curbing the transmission is 
more important now than ever 
as California, and particularly 
Los Angeles County, is in the 
grip of a strong surge. 

“Right now [COVID-19] is 
just everywhere. Our volume 
of patients [in the Emergency 
Room] is many, many times 
what it was last month,” he 
said. 

At USC-VHH, 25% to 35% 
of those hospitalized are due 
to COVID-19. In past months 
they had approximately fi ve 
COVID-19 patients. 

“The virus has really, really 
ramped up in the last few 
weeks,” he said. 

Tashman said he 
understands that people 
wanted to travel and be with 
family during Thanksgiving; 
however, that type of gathering 
is risky behavior, which is now 
coming to fruition. 

“But that’s the nature of the 
virus,” he said. 

With more people testing 
positive and going to the 

hospital the only way to knock 
the wave back is to stop the 
spread. 

“That comes by social 
distancing, washing your 
hands and wearing a mask,” 
he said. He added that it 
takes practicing all those 
precautions, not just one. 

“If you have airbags in your 
car that doesn’t mean you 
don’t have to wear a seatbelt. 
It doesn’t mean you can drive 
hundreds of miles an hour,” 
Tashman said. “You have to 
follow the speed limit, you 
have to wear a seat belt, have 
airbags … they are all safety 
measures that add up to make 
you safe.”

Tashman is looking forward 
to the release of the vaccine 
but also worries. 

“I am really worried this is 
the darkest before the dawn. I 
am hopeful the vaccine will get 
us out of this nightmare,” he 
said. “I am 10,000 times more 
afraid of COVID than I am of 
the vaccine. I am worried that 
this last stretch of three-to-
six months before this vaccine 
really becomes available 
is going to have the worst 
damage. The person who gets 
shot the day before the war 
ends is still dead, even though 
peace may have been declared 
the next day. Everyone has to 
remain vigilant; the sunlight 
is rising but we are still in the 
dead of night.”
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Sharon Rae
REALTOR® | SRES | DRE #02020433

818.325.5956
Sharon.Rae@kw.com

Renata D’Egidio
REALTOR® | DRE #01404557

818.294.0726
Renata1@kw.com

Ruby Davidian
BROKER | DRE #01178637

818.355.0370
Rdavidian@aol.com

Diana Tyson
REALTOR® | SRES | DRE #02024931

818.625.5221
dianatyson@kw.com

848 Foothill Boulevard
La Cañada Flintridge

 CA 91011

LocaL ReaLtoRs 
DRivEn     RELATiOnShipS 

DEFinED     RESuLTS

LocaL ReaL ReaL
n     R
inED
byn     RELAT
ED     RED by

R E A L T Y

Invest in Real Estate
and you’ll have a

giftgift that keeps 
on giving

and 

giftgiftgiftgiftgift
Invest in Real Estate

Share your merriment and brighten the spirits of your community this Holiday Season! 
From December 17th – December 31st families will be driving past identified 

houses that have been decorated festively for the season.

To have your address included in the Merry & Bright Tour, send your address 
to MerryBright@cvweekly.com by December 14th to be included in all listings. 

Judging will happen between 6pm-10pm, December 17th - December 24th.
The winners will be announced in the December 31st issue.

Thank you to our sponsors.

Share your merriment and brighten the spirits of your community this Holiday
From December 17th – December 31st

Share your merriment and brighten the spirits of your community this Holiday Season! 
families will be driving past identified 

CV Weekly & The Glendale area SChoolS CrediT Union PreSenT

The Merry & Bright
 Self-Guided Holiday Light and Display 

Drive-By Tour!

—   t i t le  s p o n s o r   — —  t wi li gh t sponsors  ——   g o ld  s p o n s o r s   —

1. Christmas Story Award
(traditional or nostalgic use of 
lights and decorations - Leg 
Lamp use gets extra points)

4. Charlie Brown Award
(we let the kids decorate 
this year)

6. Best In Show
(ya blew the 
judges minds)

3. Martha Stewart Award
(neat, color coordinated and 
picture perfect)

5. Most Original
(not your usual 
everyday holiday 
decor)

7. Community Fan Favorite
(vote for your favorite house by 
sending the house’s address to 
merrybright@cvweekly.com)

2. Clark Griswold Award
(excessive use of lights and 
decoration - more is ALWAYS 
better, can we see it 
from space?)

jUdGinG CaTeGorieS
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I came across an account of a 
strange incident that took place in 
our valley in 1965. The results of 
the event illustrate how much has 
changed since then. Malcolm, a young 
man who was deeply disturbed, was 
living in an apartment on Florencita 
Avenue in Montrose. In mid-1965 
he faked two assaults on his person 
and, in June of that year, he tried to 
fake his own murder.

Malcolm intended to commit 
suicide via that “fake murder” and 
make it look like an intentional 
killing. On a Monday afternoon, 
Malcolm trashed the inside of his 
apartment, tipping over furniture 
and lamps. He wanted it to look 
like he had struggled violently with 
an intruder and had been bested. 
Malcolm then turned on the gas. In 
that era most homes had natural gas 
fi ttings near the fl oor designed to 
easily connect to stoves and heaters. 
It was quite easy to turn the handle 
and natural gas would come pouring 
out. 

After turning on the gas, Malcolm 
tied himself up. He then waited for 
the gas fumes to build and hopefully 
kill him. Anyone who came on the 
scene would think it was a deliberate 
murder.

But as the fumes built up, 
Malcolm lost his nerve and changed 
his mind. He struggled to untie 
himself, but couldn’t manage to get 
free. He panicked and began to shout 
for help.

Fortunately for Malcolm, a 
family was just moving in across 
the street. The 17-year-old son of 
the family heard Malcolm’s calls 
for help. He ran across the street 
and broke down Malcolm’s front 
door. He rushed inside and found 
Malcolm tied up and struggling. The 
boy found a piece of broken glass 
from Malcolm’s staged struggle and 
sawed through the ropes binding 
Malcolm’s arms and legs. Malcolm 
was nearly unconscious now, and the 
boy dragged him out the front door 
and into the fresh air.

It just so happened that a Gas 
Company technician was across the 
street for the new family moving 
in. The gas man also ran across the 
street and got the gas turned off. 
He also threw open all the windows 
and doors to prevent an explosion. 
Malcolm was transported by 
ambulance to Glendale Sanitarium.

The despondent Malcolm 
admitted that the entire incident 
had been fabricated, along with the 
previous assaults. The police came 
and arrested him for “outraging 
public decency” (whatever that is) 
and endangering public safety. At 
his trial Malcolm pled guilty. He was 
sentenced to 150 days in County jail, 
and two years of probation. 

Although Malcolm obviously 
had some serious problems, the 
judge offered a classic deal that 
was sometimes held out to minor 
offenders: join the Army or go to 
jail. The judge ordered a 30-day stay 
of sentence pending the outcome of 
Malcolm’s application to the Marine 

Corps.
As we know, Vietnam was just 

then heating up, and the military 
was not very picky about their new 
enlistments. According to what 
I’ve read, if someone convicted of 
a crime wanted to enlist and had a 
fairly clean record previously, the 
recruiting offi cer could appear in 
court and verify that the offender 
was indeed enlisting. At that point 
the court could either reduce the 
charges or seal the record, and off 
the offender would go. This took 
place not only in Vietnam, but also 
in Korea and WWII. 

Of course, that is no longer the 
case. Today’s military needs soldiers 
who are smart enough to stay out of 
trouble. As well, given that many of 
our military confl icts today are more 
in the line of police actions, soldiers 
with criminal backgrounds are not 
wanted.

Another contrast is that, in the 
present time, I believe Malcolm 
would have been held for psychiatric 

evaluation rather than given a jail 
sentence. Times have changed.

I don’t know if Malcolm was 
accepted into the Marines. I didn’t 
fi nd Malcolm’s name among the 
Vietnam War casualties. It would 
have been a sad irony if Malcolm’s 
bungled suicide attempt resulted in 
his death while in military service. 
We hope that life turned out better 
for Malcolm.
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VIEWPOINTS

How History Can Repeat Itself
This is a true story.
It was during the winter when 

city residents started to sicken 
and die. At fi rst, the illness was 
confi ned to a few people in one 
neighborhood, but over the next 
few weeks spread to more people in 
more places.

The municipal authorities, 
responsible for the health and 
welfare of half a million citizens, 
realized that certain actions must 
be taken to curb the spread of 
the epidemic. Aware that disease 
transmission was enhanced in 
crowded indoor spaces, they 
ordered that all restaurants and 

bars be closed. They also closed 
theaters, churches, museums and 
parks, canceled all sporting events, 
and forbade any large gatherings 
of people, whether public or 
private, indoors or out. Citizens 
were required to remain at home, 
with few exceptions, and curfews 
were imposed and enforced. These 
restrictions were intended to be 
removed when the epidemic was 
over.

For the most part, most citizens 
complied with the lockdown, 
recognizing the necessity. Many 
thousands of others, however, 
did not comply for various 
reasons. Many felt that it was an 

unacceptable restriction of their 
freedom and liberty to forbid them 
to gather with others, attend 
church services or sporting events, 
visit the barbershop, or comply 
with curfew and quarantine rules. 
As a result of this non-compliance 
by a signifi cant percentage of 
citizens, the epidemic raged out of 
control in the next few months, and 
the hospitals and morgues were 
overwhelmed.

Wealthy citizens who owned out-
of-town property left, intending to 
return when the epidemic was over. 
Less wealthy citizens with nowhere 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Crescenta Valley Friends,
Let me start this month’s 

column by congratulating all seven 
candidates who ran in the Nov. 13-
14 Crescenta Valley Town Council 
election. We had a tremendous 
turnout with 468 votes counted 
spread over 287 voters … so many 
in fact that we had to run out and 
print additional ballots! 

The results for the 2020 election, 
as certifi ed by Election Committee 
Co-Chair Harry Leon, Co-Chair 
Aram Ordubegian and Co-Chair 
Sophal Ear, are: Christopher 
Kilpatrick who captured 25% of the 
vote, Jeffery Rodriguez with 19%, 
Kerri Lewin with 17.9%, Johnny 
Brookbank with 12.8%, Jo Ann 
Stupakis with 10.4%, and Ted Yu 
with 9.4%.

I look forward to working with 
the newly-elected and returning 
members of the Town Council to 
make the Crescenta Valley fulfi ll 
its potential as “A Community That 
Cares.”

But fi rst some thanks are due, 
foremost to Election Committee and 
to Councilmember Donna Libra and 
her husband Bob, Paul Barnes and 
Ines Chessum for helping with the 

election. 
Los Angeles County launched a 

new COVID-19 home test collection 
program, which allows residents to 
access free testing from the comfort 
of home. The program will run from 
now through Jan. 15, 2021. This 
innovative effort aims to address 
the current surge in demand for 
testing and reduce the spread 
of COVID-19 during the holiday 
season. You can have a testing kit 
mailed to your home if you have 
COVID-19 symptoms, were recently 
in close contact with someone who 
has COVID-19, are suspected of 
having it or are a senior or person 
with disabilities who feels you 
were exposed to COVID-19 but 
are unable to go to a testing site. 
The week before Thanksgiving, 
nearly half a million regular tests 
were performed in Los Angeles 
County. We hope this new testing 
format provides convenient, quick 
responses for our communities.

The Crescenta Valley Town 
Council hopes you, your family 
and friends have a lovely holiday 
season fi lled with joy and meaning. 
The best part of this time of year is 
remembering those who make the 

holidays meaningful.
We wish you all the love and 

happiness this season can bring, 
and may it follow you throughout 
the coming new year.

As gifts are given and received 
this holiday season, we think of the 
gift of knowing you. Thank you for 
the pleasure of being citizens of our 
community that cares, La Crescenta 
and Montrose. 

And lastly, do not forget our 
monthly Town Council meetings. 
For those who have an interest 
in attending and participating in 
our virtual meetings and want to 
submit comments and/or questions, 
we encourage you to please contact 
CVTC at contact@thecvcouncil.com.

Stay safe, be healthy.

Harry Leon, President 
Crescenta Valley Town Council

TREASURES OF THE VALLEY  » MIKE LAWLER

VIEWS FROM CVTC  » HARRY LEON

Bizarre Suicide Attempt Elicited A Harsh Sentence

With All Best Wishes for the 
Holidays and New Year!

Mike Lawler is the former 
president of the Historical

Society of the Crescenta Valley
and loves local history.

Reach him at lawlerdad@yahoo.com.

Holiday 
Book Sale

Los Angeles Wine: A History 
from the Mission Era 

to the Present  
$19.99  $16.19

Montrose  
$21.99  $17.81

Murder & Mayhem 
in the 

Crescenta Valley  
$19.99  $16.19

Crescenta Valley 
History: Hidden In 

Plain Sight  
$24.99  $20.24

Crescenta Valley 
Pioneers & 

Their Legacies  
$19.99  $16.19 

Frontier Days in Crescenta 
Valley: Portraits of Life 

in the Foothills  
$19.99  $16.19

Growing Up in 
Sunland and Other 

Short Stories  
$23.00

La Crescenta  
$21.99  $17.81

Rancho La Cañada:
Then and Now  

$19.95

Rockhaven Sanitarium: The 
Legacy of Agnes Richards  

$23.99

The Crescenta Valley 
$21.99  $17.81

The Great Crescenta Valley 
Flood: New Year’s Day 1934 

$19.99  $16.19

Thrilling Tales of the 
Montrose Search 

and Rescue  
$24.99  $20.24

Wicked 
Crescenta Valley 
$19.99  $16.19

The Men on the Memorial: 
Biographies of the Men 
Listed on the Montrose 

Vietnam Memorial  
$5.00

The hisTorical socieTy of The crescenTa Valley

order at cvhistory.org
(818) 441-4223 or 

(323) 462-5532

Sale! Sale!

Sale!

Sale!Sale!

Sale!

Sale!

Sale!

Sale!

Sale!

Sale!

see LETTERS on page 19



Popular ALG 
Program Presented 

to Local School

Food, Toy Drives 
Held Locally

Breakfast with Santa 
Now a Free Drive-

Through Event

Local elementary school Fremont, 
which boasts a student body of 642, 
was the recent recipient of $2,000 by 
the Assistance League of Glendale 
(ALG). The funds will be used to 
support the school’s library. The 

donation was made as part of the ALG 
Authors and Illustrators program. 
Presenting via Zoom were authors 
Frans Vischer, Tim Egan, Joe Cepeda 
and Julie Berry.  

By Mary O’KEEFE

Tomorrow, Friday, Dec. 11 a 
toy and food drive will be held by 
Crescenta Valley Instrumental 
Music and Prom Plus Club, along 
with the Fire House youth center. 
Toys collected will benefi t the 
Glendale Police Dept. and Glendale 
Police Offi cers Association and the 
food will benefi t the Bailey Center 
in Tujunga. 

Each year, the GPD and GPOA 
“adopt” families in need. Teachers 
and staff of Glendale Unifi ed School 
District, as well as GPD offi cers and 
other law enforcement personnel, 
provide names of recipients. The 
families are fi rst given Christmas 
trees then gifts to help make the 

holidays happier for all.  
Since the pandemic began, the 

Bailey Center has seen the need 
for donations increase three-fold. 
It serves local families as well as 
anyone who comes for support. 

Anyone who would like to donate 
can do so on Friday, Dec. 11 by 
bringing a new, unwrapped gift and/
or non-perishable food item to St. 
Luke’s of the Mountains Episcopal 
Church/Fire House youth center at 
2563 Foothill Blvd. in La Crescenta. 
The donations will be collected at 
the parking lot off Cross Street just 
east of Rosemont Avenue. 

Drop off times are from 3:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. For more information 
email mary@cvweekly.com.
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YOUTH

Food Drive Benefi ts District
Mountain Avenue Elementary 

Student Council is hosting a food 
drive for the GUSD food bank. 
The food bank supports families 
within the GUSD schools who are 
struggling during these hard times. 
There is an easy, contactless and 
socially distanced drop off box for 

donated items in the drive-through 
lane in front of Mountain Avenue 
Elementary at 2307 Mountain Ave 
in La Crescenta (cross street Briggs 
Avenue). The community is asked 
to donate non-perishable items that 
will benefi t local families in need. 

The drive runs through Dec. 18. 

YOUTH NOTES

New
ClieNt
SpeCial!

Dr. Brian Miller D.C. and the friendly team at The Chiropractic Place 
in Montrose provide chiropractic, nutrition and natural healing arts to target 
your unique needs. Whether you are suffering from back pain, neck pain, 
headaches or even just plain old muscular tightness and tension, you can 
benefit from the services offered at The Chiropractic Place:

	 	 												•		Chiropractic	Care
	 	 												•		Lifestyle	Advice
	 	 												•		Nutritional	Counseling
	 	 												•		Advanced	Lab	Testing

You may need pain relief after suffering from an accident, experiencing 
an injury, or have a specific condition such as carpal tunnel syndrome, 
migraines, or neuropathy; even if you just want to improve your overall 
health, Dr. Miller can help you achieve your wellness goals!

Free consultation!

Dr.	Brian	Miller	D.C.
The	Chiropractic	Place

2235 Honolulu Avenue, Montrose, CA 91020
(818)	249-2300

Photo by ALG
ALG member Linelle Vincenti presented a check for $2,000 to Fremont Elementary 
School Principal Vickie Atikian Aviles. Fremont was one of four schools that ALG 
supported with the Authors and Illustrators program.

By Mary O’KEEFE

For 29 years the La Crescenta Woman’s Club 
has held its holiday Breakfast with Santa. 
For the price of a ticket, the community could 
come to the Clubhouse to have lunch, kids 
got a chance to see and talk to Santa and 
everyone enjoyed music from the Crescenta 
Valley High School Charismatics. This 
year, due to the pandemic, Breakfast had to 
be reinvented.

On Dec. 12 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., the 
LCWC will host “Blessing the Holidays 
with Santa Drive-Through.” It will be 
a drive-through event that will give 
children and their families a chance to 
see Santa and Mrs. Claus while staying 
in their vehicle. Guests must wear masks 
and stay in their vehicles the entire time. 
Attendees should enter the parking lot 
off La Crescenta Avenue from the south 
[lower] driveway entrance traveling north 

see SANTA on page 18
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TRAVEL & LEISURE
Scene in LA – December
As Los Angeles County enters the holiday season, the virus continues to be the focus of everyone’s 

attention and, unfortunately, this means that theaters are still not allowed to offer live performances. 
However, theaters continue to expand their online platforms with more and more events to 

experience on a virtual level. These online events are often available one time only, and are frequently not 
announced far ahead of the event, so you will have to visit the venue’s website to see what is available. Most 
are free to watch; some are charging a small fee. 

Here is a list of the theater websites you can check to see what is being offered:

THEN & NOW | Pier 1 Imports
 Courtesy of the Historical Society of CV

Now » In 1990, Pier 1 Imports built a beautiful new building on the same site at 2200 
Foothill. They had had a good run, 30 years, but the company declared bankruptcy this 
year. They closed several stores including this one. The building is now empty and for sale.

Then » In 1965, this brand-new branch of Crocker Citizens National Bank opened on 
Foothill Boulevard, right on the border of La Crescenta and La Cañada. Who can forget 
the cute “Crocker Spaniel” plush toys they gave out to customers? They operated until 
1986 when they were acquired by Wells Fargo Bank.

What’s Cooking
Your Local guide

to good food!

December
10th

Specials!

Support this paper!
Visit our advertisers!

A taste of 

Spain in Montrose.

Take out 
Menu is available 

On-line at casacordoba.com. 
Call  818-937-4445 

2331 Honolulu Ave, Suite C 

Our Wine Shop is Open! 

Gift baskets available with 

Spanish wine & chocolates etc.

GOURMET a go go 
Fresh Food Fast

Voted Finest Caterer 2019
Gourmet a go go 

YMCA Cafe
1930 Foothill Blvd. #A 
La Cañada Flintridge

818 331-2002
Gourmetagogoonline.com

Let Gourmet a 
go go Cater Your 

Next Party or 
Event!Event!Event!

2018
WeeklyCV

2018
WeeklyCV

Oceanview Bar &
GrillOceanviewOceanviewOceanview

3826 Ocean View Blvd. 
818 248-2722  |  DineOV.com

For reservations call 818 248-2722 
or book online at DineOV.com

I want to thank 
everyone in the community for their 

ongoing support and assure everyone that 
as soon as we can open for dining we will.  
Keeping our community safe, healthy and 

alive is the most important thing.
We will get through this.

Happy Holidays!

2272 Honolulu Ave., Montrose
(818) 248-6622 • pepesmontrose.com

We deliver!

We are
OPEN 
for pick ups 

and 
deliveries!

11 am to 9 pm
UberEats • DoorDash 
Postmates • Grub Hub

24th Street Theatre
http://www.24thStreet.org/

3-D Theatricals
https://3dtheatricals.org/
homepage/
https://www.thereceiptswithd.
com/

A Noise Within
https://www.anoisewithin.org/

Antaeus Theatre
https://www.antaeus.org/

Breathe
http://breatheshow.eventbrite.com

Boston Court Pasadena
https://bostoncourtpasadena.org/

CaltechLive!
https://events.caltech.edu/

Echo Theater Company
https://www.echotheatercompany.
com/

El Capitan Theatre
https://www.elcapitantheatre.com/

For the Record Live
https://www.ForTheRecordLive.
com/

Fountain Theatre
https://www.fountaintheatre.com/ 

Garry Marshall Theatre
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCgS_NHHl5mY_DvxNoQ9V9ZA
https://www.stellartickets.com/
events/garry-marshall-theatre--2/
holidaze-harmony

Gideon and The Blundersnorp
http://www.gideonmusical.com

IAMA Theatre Company
http://www.iamatheatre.com/

International City Theatre
http://www.
InternationalCityTheatre.org/

Kentwood Players
http://www.kentwoodplayers.org/

Laguna Playhouse
https://www.lagunaplayhouse.
com/

L.A. Chamber Orchestra
http://www.laco.org/laco-at-home

L.A. LGBT Center
https://lalgbtcenter.org/theatre

L.A. Theatre Works (fee & free)
https://www.latw.org/broadcasts
https://latw.org/black-voices
https://latw.org/setting-stage-
learning

Latino Theater Company
https://www.thelatc.org/

Long Beach Opera
https://www.longbeachopera.org/

Morgan-Wixson Theatre
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC15-mNl7vwkjJ8H1T-yOIHw

Pasadena Playhouse
https://www.playhouselive.org/

Steve Zall and Sid Fish of 
Scene in L.A. know a lot about 

L.A. theatre and are ready 
to share with CV Weekly 

readers. You can read more at 
CVWeekly.com/LEISURE.
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Montrose Search and Rescue Among 
Honorees at Chamber Recognition Banquet

BETWEEN FRIENDS

Each year, the Crescenta 
Valley Chamber of 
Commerce honors 

members of the community who 
make the Crescenta Valley the 
special place it is to live. This 
year’s honorees were recognized on 
Thursday evening at the chamber’s 
annual Recognition Awards 
ceremony. 

Held virtually, this year’s 
honorees were Woman of the Year, 
Marianne Jennings; Man of the 
Year, Keith Hobbs; Volunteer of 
the Year, Mike Baldwin; Educator 
of the Year, Jennifer Freemon; 
Business of the Year, Ace Hardware 
of La Crescenta; Organization of 
the Year, Glendale Unified School 
District; Beautification Award, 
American Softub Co. (Todd & 
Stephanie Thornbury); California 
Highway Patrol Officer of the Year, 
Jeremy Keller; and Glendale Police 
Department Officer of the Year, 
Anthony Chacon.  

Also honored were personnel 
from the Crescenta Valley Sheriff ’s 
Station – Montrose Search and 
Rescue team for their dedication 
and service to the community. 

At the earlier presentation of the 
certificate and letter of recognition, 
chamber president Mike Riley said, 
“Comprised of dedicated volunteers 
who respond to calls 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, the team’s 
commitment to safety and service 
to those in need is known and 
respected nationwide. During 2020, 

Montrose Search and Rescue has 
responded to nearly 150 missions 
involving lost or injured hikers, 
evacuation of individuals from 
vehicles over-the-side or fallen rock 
climbers.” 

He went on to highlight a 
particularly busy day for the team. 

“On Sept. 6, during the Bobcat 
Fire, the team responded to seven 
missions as well as two vehicle 
roll-overs. In addition, despite 

temperatures reaching in excess of 
115 degrees, the team assisted with 
evacuations of areas along Angeles 
Crest Highway undoubtedly saving 
lives and property. Quite a day!”

Though there were some hiccups 
during the hour-plus long awards 
ceremony, each of the recipients were 
able to express their appreciation to 
the chamber for being recognized.

MSAR contributed to parts of this 
story 

By Adria E. Navarro, 
PhD, LCSW

Resilience means overcoming 
adversity by successfully adapting 
to negative life events, trauma, 
stress or risk. As we experience 
the holiday season this month, 
coupled with these grim days of 
the coronavirus pandemic, let’s 
work together to make our foothill 
communities resilient. 

The Community Resource Center 
for Aging (CRCA), a program 
of USC Verdugo Hills Hospital 
(USC-VHH), is here to help. As 
a community support, we make 
it our mission to enhance the 
quality of life for older adults. We 
share information and resources 
aimed at supporting health and 
independence, both through our 
online resource pages (uscvhh.
org/aging-resources) and through 
phone consultations to discuss each 
person’s unique situation. 

Many find solace in doing all 
that we can to stop the spread 
of coronavirus, carefully following 
public health guidelines to shelter-
in-place, keep our face-mask handy, 
and frequently wash hands. When 
situations arise that spark concern 
of an exposure, COVID-19 testing 
is advised. Los Angeles County 
has a short-term program for older 
persons that provides free “at home 
testing” now through Jan. 15.  This 
requires an online request, and 
making arrangements to get the 
test sent to the laboratory using 
FedEx. See details at: https://
covid19.lacounty.gov/la-county-
holiday-home-test-collection/

The greatest action we can take 
to defend against the coronavirus 
will be to get vaccinated. For 
older adults residing in licensed 
care facilities, this is expected 

to be provided through CVS and 
Walgreen pharmacies that are 
mounting plans for facility visits 
in the new year, following the 
green light from state officials. 
Health care providers will be in the 
first wave to receive the vaccine, 
while residents of nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities will 
follow closely thereafter. CRCA 
is monitoring the roll-out of the 
coronavirus vaccination process for 
older adults and happy to share 
updates as they become available. 

Sparking resilience and 
successful adaptations will look 
different for each of us.  The CRCA 
webpage includes a resource 
page with social engagement 
opportunities. 

Technology may be a big 
contributor to these new ideas. 
Plugging in with Zoom and other 
platforms is another way CRCA 
can help. Several agencies are 
assisting older adults with their 
technology needs, whether that is 
the hardware, the software or the 
training to use it. 

During this month of holiday 
traditions, may you stay safe and 
healthy and find ways to connect 
with others that bring you joy.  

Happy holidays from all of us at 
USC Verdugo Hills Hospital!

Adria E. Navarro, PhD, LCSW
Program Manager

Community Resource 
Center for Aging

USC Verdugo Hills Hospital

Resiliency
» USC VerdUgo HillS HoSpital

Kim Kelly   Kris Kline
2341 Honolulu Ave., Montrose

(818) 249-1743
Mon-Fri 10-6  Sat 10-5

We are available for 
CURBSIDE PICKUP or MAIL ORDER CALL us Now!

Kim Kelly Kris Kline&
2341 Honolulu Ave. Montrose

(818) 249-1743
Mon-Fri 10-6  Sat 10-5

Photo by Jennifer FREEMON
Nearly 50 people attended the 
virtual CV Chamber Recognition 
Awards Banquet.
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� ARIES March 21 - April 19
There’s a focus on your health zone that’s 
encouraging you to make necessary 
changes to your current health regimen. 
You may have been thinking of doing this 
for some time, and you may continue to 
merely think about it unless you commit 
to action and take steps to make it happen. 
Give yourself a goal and do it. You’ll be 
glad you did!

� TAURUS April 20 - May 20
Try to take better care of your feet. If 
you’ve been having problems in this area 
lately, now is the best time to sort out 
such issues for the last time. Make sure 
that your shoes aren’t the main issue and 
that you’re wearing the right size. If your 
feet feel great, so will you.

� GEMINI May 21 - June 20
Take care, especially if you’re going to be 
doing some household projects. If you’re 
working on electrical systems, know what 
you’re doing. It might be better to call an 
expert if you’re at all unsure. Conserve 
your energy and pamper yourself a bit 
more. You’ll feel much better if you do.

 CANCER June 21 - July 22
Mental tension could be your main 
problem. If your mind is tense, your 
muscles are going to follow suit. Try 
to relax and get a massage. If you’re 
exercising, warm up first. Going straight 
into your daily routine could cause your 
muscles to tighten and create still more 
trouble. Be good to yourself, be careful, 
and relax deeply!

 � LEO July 23 - August 22
It’s time to think about splurging on your 
health and well-being. If you don’t have a 
gym membership, you may want to join 
one. The same goes for other facilities that 
offer services that appeal to you. If you’re 
going to spend money on treatments, do 
it now while you’re feeling generous. It’s 
worth it. You are your own best resource.

� VIRGO August 23 - Sept. 22
You’re currently motivated to get your life 
in order and work on those projects that 
give you the most satisfaction. If your 
health is in great shape, you’ll be able to 
do much more. Before you get carried 
away, check that you have a sound health 
routine in place, one that you can put into 
practice daily.

�  LIBRA Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
This is a period in which you get to make 
a lot of changes. You’re going to be taking 
charge of your health. You have carte 
blanche to make changes to any area of 
your life you choose, so make your well-
being your first choice. The better you feel, 
the happier you’ll be.

� SCORPIO Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your social life is in full swing right now, 
which means you’re going to need to 
pamper yourself a bit more. Don’t overdo 
the coffee or alcohol, and drink plenty of 
water regularly. It will keep your body 
hydrated and your head clear. Try to get 
enough sleep, as your body heals and 
repairs itself during the night. Give it a 
chance!

� SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
With your mind focused on your goals, 
you’re going to be working harder than 
ever. Spare a thought for your body and 
try to balance your days by exercising and 
remembering to look after yourself. You 
won’t be at your best if you forget to eat 
or you’re so obsessed with a new project 
that you forget to sleep. It helps to take 
care of yourself.

� CAPRICORN Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
If you want to improve your health, you 
may be drawn to read up on any relevant 
issues or perhaps look into courses or 
classes that can help you reach your 
health goals. As you’re in the mood 
to study, use this opportunity to set 
some powerful goals that will put you 
on the path to greater well-being. Your 
determination will make you successful.

� AQUARIUS Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
It’s a good time for a detox on both the 
emotional and physical levels. You’ll feel 
better if you take steps to release inner 
resentment, no matter how insignificant 
it may be. If you take a couple of days 
and eat vegetables, salads, and juices, 
you’ll feel much fresher and happier 
as a result. Let it all go, and shine with 
renewed vitality.

� PISCES Feb. 19 - March 20
Even though you have the potential to 
enjoy radiant good health, you may be 
feeling under the weather. Your mental 
or physical energy may not be as sharp 
as usual. Don’t try to do too much, as 
you need time to rest and recharge your 
batteries. Give yourself some much-
needed space and you’ll soon feel on top 
of the world again.

(All letters must be 250 words or less) Send CV 
WEEKLY your thoughts and comments on any of 
our articles or happenings in our community and 

we’ll share them with the rest of our readers!
Mail letters to: Crescenta Valley Weekly;

3800 La Crescenta Ave. #206, La Crescenta,
CA 91214 or via email at robin@cvweekly.com.

LETTERS
WANTED!

Izzie Ramirez
Izzie is a Tibetan Mastiff, Belgian Malnois, and German 

Shepherd mix.  She loves to sun and run in her backyard 
with her 11-year-old owner and best friend, Rio.
CV Weekly loves to hear about your pets!

Send a pic and small cap to steve@cvweekly.com,
to share your lovable pets with the community!

PET OF THE WEEK

CALENDAR this
BLESSING THE HOLIDAYS WITH SANTA 
DRIVE-THROUGH

The La Crescenta Woman’s Club is hosting 
a Santa drive-through event that will allow 
children and their families to see – contact-
free – Santa and Mrs. Claus. This free event is 
being held on Saturday, Dec. 12 from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. in the Club parking lot at 4004 La 
Crescenta Ave.
• Stay warm and cozy in your cars as Santa’s 

elves guide you
• Listen to festive holiday music
• Guests must wear masks and stay in their 

vehicles the entire time to socially distance.
• Attendees will enter parking lot from lower 

driveway by going north on La Crescenta 
Avenue (turn right safely); no left turns into 
lot! Cars will exit at upper end of parking lot.

• Drop o�  letters or wish lists to Santa. Santa’s 
wish list form can be found at website 
www.lacrescentawomansclub.org.
Questions? Call (818) 658-1104 or email 

info@lacrescentawomansclub.org.

MONTROSE CHAMBER PRESENTS 
HOLIDAY BINGO

Have fun, support your local small 
businesses, gift loved ones and win some 
prizes! The Montrose Holiday Bingo is easy! 
Just shop, donate or purchase gift certi� cates 
at � ve small businesses in a row and win 1 of 
16 prizes ($20+ retail value) available.

Some of the prizes include YMCA 90-day 
membership, hair products, $25 MasterCard 
gift card, beauty products, � t kit, wellness 
supplements and many more!

Prizes are claimed on a � rst come, � rst 
served basis. Participants need to email the 
chamber once they are ready to claim a prize. 
Receipt proof is not necessary; prizes to be 
claimed on good faith basis. Stay up-to-date 
with prizes claimed via the chamber’s social 
media. 

Those who shopped locally on Black Friday 
can cross o�  the play card (play card available 
at www.cvweekly.com/JFF). The play dates 
begin Black Friday until Dec. 20.

There are no minimum purchase or 
donation amounts. 

 by John Deering and John Newcombe
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Thanksgiving Poem 2020 
Though Thanksgiving is over, the gratitude that 
we feel should be shared all year long. Below is a 
poem written by the family member of  a
CV Weekly reader.

Doctors and nurses, we thank you today! 
Teachers and caregivers: you go out of  your way! 
Fireman and police, and retailers too, 
You’re out there for us … Please know we thank you!

Many don’t have, and so we should share, 
Many can’t do, we need to show we care. 
Many are down, we can give them a hand,
Many need help, we must take a stand!

We have so much! We have it made! 
A home, our health, we work and get paid. 
Food on our table, friends and family we love!
So many blessings, God sends from above.

Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving
 Patti Valente, Davenport, New York – APSCO 



and be tremendously beneficial 
to, their studying sheds some 
light and helps you with your 
decision.  

All the best, 

Rabbi Mendy Grossbaum
rabbi@cvchabad.org

Dear Bewildered Parents,
Our whole world has been 

changed forever due to this 
pandemic. All of our lives have 
been affected in some way. Truly, 
any day that we wake up alive 
and healthy is a blessing and 
a gift. Knowing what is best 
for our children is difficult, 
especially during this fearful 
time of COVID-19 lockdowns. 
We have all expected things that 
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RELIGION

to which choice is the best in 
your exact scenario (being that 
there are many factors at play 
here); however, it will possibly 
add to your thought process when 
making this decision.

In the chapter of the Code of 
Jewish Law that handles the laws 
of honoring one’s parents, it is 
written: “A student who wishes to 
travel somewhere which he knows 
will add success in his studies, and 
his father protests, he need not 
listen to his father in this matter.” 
(Shulchan Aruch Ch. 240 Sec. 25) 

At the end of the day, although 
there is a commandment to honor 
one’s parents, in this circumstance 
the Torah said that we listen 
to the will of the son. He’s the 
one who will have to act on the 
decision that is made, and he is 
given the authority to make that 
decision. While this case in Jewish 
law does not fit your scenario 
exactly, (1) Jewish law is discussing 
a case where the reason he wanted 
to move was because he thought it 
would benefit his learning, not for 
a reason of loneliness or boredom; 

(2) In that case, he was moving to 
study Torah, which from Judaism’s 
perspective is a fundamental 
commandment. Perhaps Jewish 
law would only grant more leeway 
to the son in that case, being that 
the Torah he’d be learning would 
be more efficient, which is so vital 
from Judaism’s point of view; (3) In 
your scenario, it’s possible that, in 
a few months, the place where your 
children would desire more would 
be back in school – depending on 
those unknown factors mentioned 
earlier. Nonetheless, perhaps 
what we can derive from this law 
is that when a student is happy 
and is where he wants to be, his 
studies will benefit tremendously 
… even to a point where the 
Code of Jewish Law states that 
this superiority alone overrides 
the commandment to honor one’s 
parents!

As stated earlier there are a lot 
of moving pieces and this cannot 
blindly be applied to the case in 
hand; however, I hope that this 
idea that the value of being content 
with where a student is can add to, 

any way by them being in a home 
environment? How inconvenient 
is it for you and/or them to move 
home (if it is at all)? After how 
long of them being home do they 
lose their dorm room? How many 
years left of school do they have 
– which translates into how 
valuable it is to retain the dorm 
room? How hard is it to find 
a new dorm room? (This is in 
addition to the questions with 
unknowable answers: When will 
the COVID-19 vaccine be ready? 
When will it be available to the 
broad public – even young people? 
Even if it does come out, when will 
the schools decide they are ready 
to go back to normal?)  

I believe these are all questions 
that may be important to know 
the answers to before I’d be able 
to give a clear opinion as to 
what I believe is the right move. 
Nevertheless, I’d like to bring 
your attention to a certain idea 
and perspective that is actually 
brought down in Jewish law. This 
idea will not necessarily rule as 

Our two college 
aged kids have 
been stuck in their 
dorm rooms taking 

classes online. They’re both 
coming home for the holidays 
and they’ve asked if they could 
continue their education online 
from home. Because there’s a 
possibility of a vaccine for 
COVID-19, we would rather they 
return to college to retain their 
dorm rooms. This has turned into 
a family argument. Of course 
we’re happy to have our kids with 
us. 

Any suggestions? ~ Bewildered 
Parents  

Dear Bewildered Parents,  
Before I begin to get into the 

“meat and potatoes” of what I’d 
like to say, let me begin by saying 
that there are a lot of factors here 
that are not clear to me:

What type of students are they? 
Will their studies take a hit in 

SPIRITUALLY
SPEAKING

Rev. Jon Karn of Light on the Corner Church; Rev. Kimberlie Zakarian of Holy House 
Ministries; Anthony Kelson RScP, Laney Clevenger-White, RScP, and Rev. Dr. Beverly 

Craig of La Crescenta Center for Spiritual Living; Rabbi Janet Bieber; Carolyn Young; Sharon 
Weisman; Rev. Mary Morgan, Redondo Beach Center for Spiritual Living; Rev. Tim Beck and 

Rev. Dabney Beck, International Church of the Foursquare Gospel; Lucinda Guarino; Pastor 
Randy Foster, Christian Life Church; Rev. Dr. Ellen Contente, Global Truth Center; Pastor Scott 
Peterson, Lutheran Church of the Foothills; Rev. Karin Ellis, La Canada United Methodist Church; 
Rev. Debbie Sayovitz, Epicentre Church; Rev. Dr. Antonio Gallardo, St. Luke’s of the Mountains 
Episcopal Church; Rev. Sherri James, UP Church; The Rev. C. L. “Skip” Lindeman, Upland Christian 
Church, Rev. Rob Holman, St. Luke’s Anglican Church; Rev. Jeff Blanton and Rev. Emanuel David, 

Community Life Church of La Crescenta; Rev. Sharri Johnson, One Heart Retreat Center.
Responses are offered from the perspectives of  individual clergy members, which may or may not be in agreement with 

other respondents of Spiritually Speaking nor the editor and staff of the Crescenta Valley Weekly.

Question:

see SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING
on next page

To be in our
Service 

Directory contact
CV Weekly at

(818) 248-2740

COME JOIN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Pastor Jim Edwards
2723 Orange Avenue,

La Crescenta, CA 91214
818-248-3738

www.glcmslc.org
Sunday Adult Bible Study:  9AM

Sunday service:  10AM
Wednesday Bible Study:  7PM

(Missouri Synod)

(Missouri Synod)

Lutheran Church 
in the Foothills

www.lcifoothills.org / 818-790-1951 

1700 Foothill Blvd.
La Cañada Flintridge

Pastor scott Peterson

LIVESTREAM WITH US!
Sundays & Wednesdays at 10AM

on Facebook live or on our 
website shortly after the service

4845 Dunsmore Ave.
La Crescenta, CA 

91214
(818) 249-1045

“Where it is our dream to help you build 
and manifest your dreams!”

Celebration Service Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Ongoing spiritual growth classes 

and counseling available

Center for Spiritual 
Living - La Crescenta

Wednesday Night Service 7:00 p.m.

Light on the Corner Church

Pastor Jon Karn
1911 Waltonia Drive

Montrose
(818) 249-4806

Sunday ServiceS 10:45 a.m.
www.lightonthecorner.org

We Are Open!
Located At: Crescenta Valley United 

Methodist Church
2700 Montrose Ave.
Montrose, CA 91020

Hours:       8:00am – 5:30pm
Phone:       (818) 249-4048

www.montrosepreschool.com

RELIGION SERVICE DIRECTORY

This Week at LCIF 
The online celebration of Advent 

continues this Sunday, Dec. 13 at 
Lutheran Church in the Foothills. 
All are invited at 10 a.m. for Couch 
Church on the church’s Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. Those 
who miss the live presentation can 
watch the videos on the church 
website, Facebook page and 
YouTube channel.

After the service, everyone is 
invited to join a time of fellowship 
on Zoom. There is also a time for 
Zoom prayers on Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. and several of the church’s 
small groups gather on Zoom on 
different days and times. More 
details are available on the church 
website www.lcifoothills.org.

The church office is located at 
1700 Foothill Blvd. in La Cañada 
Flintridge and is generally open 
Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Contact the office at 
office@lcifoothills.org or call (818) 
790-1951 for details, information, 
offering help or requesting help.

Experience The Nativity – A Free 
Gift To The Community

Community Christian Church 
of the Foothills in Tujunga invites 
everyone to experience the joy of 
Christmas at its free Drive-thru 
Nativity on Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 11 and Dec. 12 from 6:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m.

Guests will drive past various 

scenes of the nativity story with 
actors portraying Mary and 
Joseph, the shepherds, the angel 
and the wise men.

Approximately 2,000 people are 
expected to experience the Drive-
thru Nativity, now in its 20th year. 

Community Christian Church 
of the Foothills, 10193 Tujunga 
Canyon Blvd., Tujunga, just north 
of Foothill Boulevard and next to 
the post office.

To learn more about 
Community Christian Church 
of the Foothills, visit www.
CommunityChristianChurch.info 
or phone (818) 353-8080.

Robert Snyder, minister, leads 
Sunday outdoor worship at 10 a.m.

La Crescenta Presbyterian Lights 
Up for Christmas

La Crescenta Presbyterian 
Church is lighting up for 
Christmas. Every evening in 
December, the church’s chimes 
will ring at 5 p.m. as a 12-foot tree, 
Nativity scene and lights along the 
front of the church are illuminated. 
Instrumental Christmas music 
will play until 7 p.m.

The community is invited to 
join this celebration of the birth of 
Christ, and the faith and resilience 
of his followers. All are welcome to 
enjoy the lights and music and to 
use the decorations as a backdrop 
for festive Christmas photos and 
videos.

La Crescenta Presbyterian also 
hosts outdoor worship services 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. The al 
fresco gatherings in the LCPC 
courtyard offer prayer time, 
live music, Bible readings and 
an inspiring message. COVID-
safe practices, including social 
distancing and mask-wearing, are 
observed. 

La Crescenta Presbyterian 
is located at 2902 Montrose 
Ave. in La Crescenta. For more 
information about its policies to 
protect the health and safety of its 
congregation, visit lcpc.net or call 
(818) 249-6137. 

Christmas Drive-thru Display  
On Saturday, Dec. 19, Bethel 

Church will offer a drive-thru 
Christmas display on its campus 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. It will include 
a nativity stable, lit Christmas 
tree, gifts for kids, cookies/candy 
and Christmas music.  

All free and COVID safe.
Bethel Church, 10725 Penrose 

St., Sun Valley

Walk and Word 
Walk and Word on Sunday 

mornings, a time to discover 
Scripture while hiking 
Deukmejian Park, is on hiatus 
until further notice. 

For more information, contact 
Jean Lavieri at (818) 383-3137 or 
email jnlavieri@earthlink.net.

NOTES & NODS



yet so challenging to understand 
one another. It is difficult to hear 
your husband’s reaction to your 
decorating your home on the inside 
– because there are two of you 
who still live inside this home and 
will have your spirits lifted through 
the Christmas season by a simply 
decorated house to honor the giver 
of light!

I know that this pandemic season 
has brought on a great deal of 
grief and depression especially as we 
navigate holidays and the absence of 
family members around us. This is 
very real!  

For us as grandparents, our 
joy comes in seeing our kids and 
grandkids open and be blessed by the 
gifts we give in the name of Jesus. 
When this is unable to happen, it’s 
hard to put words to the emotions 
we feel. Sometimes with those who 
have a hard time expressing their 
grief the best we can offer is to simply 
provide a safe, open atmosphere with 
no judgment or criticism in order for 
pain to be shared. 

 Can I encourage you to be a 
listening ear for your husband to 
share more? I would also recommend 
praying through your home and 
inviting God’s presence throughout. 
For me, I also purposefully play 

worship music on low to establish 
Gods presence in our home. It is 
amazing to see the atmosphere shift 
when we prioritize the presence of 
God in our homes.

Believing with you to see God lift 
your husband’s spirit and lift him out 
of the sadness this pandemic brings. 
I am reminded that pain is inevitable 
in this life but joy is a choice!  We 
need to make a decision to choose joy 
over all that we see and hear. Never 
easy but definitely rewarding!

Love your husband well and 
ask the Holy Spirit to help you to 
be sensitive to the emotions he is 
feeling. This pandemic is temporary 
and we can only encourage one 
another to have hope for the future!

With hope and thanksgiving,

Pastor Debbie Sayovitz
debbie@epicentrechurch.org

have not happened. We had dreams 
that have not come true. 

Six months ago, I watched my 
daughter graduate from Crescenta 
Valley High School, while wearing 
masks, from my car window. There 
was no grad night, or senior prom. 
And, just when we all expected that 
she would spread her wings and fly 
away to college, she spent her first 
months of college locked down at 
home and will most likely complete 
her freshman year online from her 
bedroom. 

This is not the dream I had for 
her, and not the dream she dreamed 
for herself. She was selected to have 
a dorm room, but it would have 
been without roommates, all alone, 
on her computer, in a strange new 
city. The choice to stay home and 
give up the dorm was clear. I am 
sad for her experience but I am 
also grateful for every unplanned 
moment that I have gotten to spend 
with her. We cook together and 
watch movies together, and just 
talk about life. 

Vaccines are indeed on their way, 
but may not be available for our 
grown children until late summer. 
None of us, even ministers, can 
predict the future. My suggestion 
to you both is to spend this time 
with your children, seeing it as 
an unexpected gift. Your children 
want to be home. I would love 
to know who is on the side of 
your “family argument,” arguing 
for more separation, higher risk of 
infection and arguing for an idea 
of how life “should be” rather than 
accepting it, as it is now. 

Dr. Ernest Holmes, the founder of 
Centers for Spiritual Living, said, 
“Never limit your view of life by any 
past experience.” Last year’s college 
experience is gone forever. However, 
there is still opportunity for great 
growth and joy for all of you. Choose 
to accept life as it is now – not how 
you think it should have been 
or may be in the future. Life has 
been turned upside down on planet 
Earth. I believe that your children 
are old enough to know what they 
want for themselves. Perhaps they 
have a greater understanding of 
the fleeting nature of our human 
lives than you are aware of? Each 
moment is precious and will never 
return. Stay safe and healthy, and 
welcome this new opportunity to 

spend time with your kids. I have 
a feeling you will look back on this 
strange Year of the Pandemic with 
great gratitude for the opportunity 
you have been given.

Rev. Karen Mitchell
Karen@karenmitchellmusic.com

So many holiday 
events have been 
canceled this year 
that it’s difficult to 

stay positive. We have four children 
and seven grandchildren. We’ve 
all agreed to not get together this 
year because of the pandemic. 
My challenge is my husband 
who is asking me the reason I’m 
decorating inside our home since no 
one is coming. I told him I’ve never 
missed a year decorating and I’m 
not going to stop now. I look at it 
this way: Jesus is often referred to 
as “The Light of the World.” We’re 
also asked to let our lights shine. 
Our outside lights have been kept 
up for years and we just turn them 
on during the Christmas season. 

He doesn’t want to do that either. 
I’m guessing he’s depressed that 
we won’t be with our kids and 
grandchildren this year. 

Are there words of comfort 
that I can share with him? We’re 
Christians and are now viewing our 
church’s services online. 

~ Loves Lights

Dear Loves Lights,
My wife and I had a very similar 

discussion over the weekend as we 
pulled our Christmas decorations 
from storage. Since so much of our 
plans have been canceled, she said 
we needed more decoration! Stuck 
inside, she wants to be reminded 
of the season as much as possible. 
As I office from my couch, the room 
is lit with Christmas trees and 
lights, scented candles burn, and 

Christmas music is playing softly in 
the background.

All of this preparation and activity 
is fitting for the Advent season. It is 
a time of waiting, but not a time of 
idleness. Instead, in anticipation 
of the arrival of God with us, we do 
the work of decorating and baking 
and humming and wrapping. I 
think that the activity (yes, even 
decorating the house) can be a 
practice of faith.

Perhaps more than any other 
year in my lifetime, we sense the 
need of God’s arrival among us. 
Poverty touches more people as 
the wealthies’ wallets grow. Illness 
plagues city and country alike. 
Divisions multiply. Injustices, 
hidden and apparent, threatens 
lives. 

Our hearts could use more festive 
music. Our souls are in need of 
glistening decoration. Our minds 
should turn toward goodwill toward 
all. Our bodies yearn for wholeness 
and peace. Even if few people see 
it, the preparation we make within 
ourselves for God’s arrival is an 
essential practice of our faith.

This is the season of hope, of 
allowing the promises of God’s 
future presence to collide with our 
present. This is the season of light 
for a people walking in darkness 
against the shadow of death. Our 
Christmas stories of Grinches and 
Charlie Browns, of Scrooges and 
little match girls and poor couples 
who sell their prized possessions 
are stories of hope that even the 
darkest times are not absent from 
God’s light.  

So fill the house with cheer and be 
reminded of God’s good news!

Rev. Kyle Sears
kylesears@lacanadachurch.org

Dearest Loves Lights,
Oh how my heart resonates with 

you! The way each of us responds 
to this pandemic is so unique – and 
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Question:

SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING from previous page

Chanukah. Hanukkah. The 
Festival of Lights. Regardless of 
the name by which you choose to 
call it, this holiday is synonymous 
with the kindling of the menorah, 
spending time with family and 
friends, and eating delicious jelly 
donuts and potato latkes – Bubby’s 
recipe of course.

But what are we celebrating? 
What is the significance of these “8 
Crazy Nights”? Most importantly – 
what does it mean for us now?

The story takes us back to 
the year 174 B.C.E. The land 
of Israel was ruled by King 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes of Syria, 
a man who had a rash nature 
and was contemptuous of religion. 
(Polybius, a historian of that time, 
dubbed him “Epimanes,” meaning 
“Madman.”)

Antiochus tried to root out the 
Jews’ individualism by suppressing 
the Jewish laws. He desecrated the 
Holy Temple in Jerusalem, and 

sent his men throughout the land, 
forcing its inhabitants to worship 
pagan gods. Only one refuge area 
remained in the hills of Judea.

A band of brothers living there, 
called the Maccabees, assembled 
a small group of Jews. They 
rallied, fought and defeated King 
Antiochus and his army of 40,000 
men.

Upon their arrival to the Holy 
Temple, the Maccabees were 
met with total ruin. Wishing to 
immediately rekindle the menorah 
that would be lit daily, they 
searched for a jug of oil with the 
seal of the high priest still intact, a 
necessity for its lighting. It would 
take eight days for new oil to be 
produced.

After much foraging, the 
Maccabees found one cruse of oil 
with the seal of the high priest 
still unbroken! Miraculously, the 
jug – meant to last for just one day 
– burned for eight days.

This is the celebration of 
Chanukah – the victory of the 
righteous over the wicked, the 
weak over the strong, the few 
over the many. It is the eight-
day miracle of the oil that we 
commemorate for eight days by 
eating oily foods.

Chanukah is a time for reflection. 
What does the story teach us? 
What is the “Antiochus” of our 
time? What does it mean to be a 
Maccabee?

Perhaps today, the message of 
Chanukah is the power of the little 
things …

This year has had its hardships 
and tests. The pandemic had 
darkened our spirits, and the light 
of the world’s “menorah” seemed to 
have been extinguished. The story 
of Chanukah reminds us of the 
power of one good deed, one shining 
light. The Jewish people had found 

Light Your Candle

see CHABAD on page 19

626 Foothill Blvd
La Cañada, CA 

www.lacanadapc.org
818.790.6708

3:30pm

Family Worship
VirtuKidz Choir

5:00pm

Family Worship
VirtuKidz Choir

7:30pm

Contemporary Worship

9:30pm

Pre-Worship Concert

10:00pm

Traditional Worship

Christmas Eve Services
December 24

Online at live.lacanadapc.org

JOIN US...

Worship with us on December 27

9 and 10:30am

Please provide your own candles to join in the at-home 
candle-lighting at the conclusion of each service.
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CLASSIFIEDS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE!  Call today @ (818) 248-2740

NOTICE OF NAME CHANGE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME: 
BRANDON RANDALL LODER. Case number 20GDCP00389. 
Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles 600 East 
Broadway Glendale, CA 91206 North Central Division. To all 
interested persons: 1. Petitioner BRANDON RANDALL LODER 
fi led a petition with this court for a decree changing names as 
follows: a. Present Name: BRANDON RANDALL LODER to 
Proposed Name: BRANDON RANDALL BORDEN. THE COURT 
ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter appear 
before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for name should not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the name changes described above must 
fi le a written objection that includes the reasons for objection 
at least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no written objection is timely 
fi led, the court may grant the petition without a hearing.  NOTICE 
OF HEARING a. Date: JANUARY 27, 2021 Time: 8:30AM Dept.: 
D b. The address of the court is same as noted above.  A copy 
of this Order to Show Cause shall be published at least once a 
week for four successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing 
on the petition in the following newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: Published Crescenta Valley Weekly 
November 26, December 3, 10, 17, 2020.

LEGALS

Want The Latest
Community

News?
Sign up for our

CV Weekly E-Blast
Email info@cvweekly.com to

receive an e-mail with the
latest community news.

YOU CALL WE HAUL!
BEST HAULING!

Yard / Garage clean out! 
Also off ering pressure 
washing services, hot tub & 
large appliance removal. 
Call Mario (818) 426-3949.
WHEN NATURE CALLS

GET FALL FRESH!
Complete lawn & garden services.
• Mowing  
• Edging 
• Weed control  
• Hedge shaping 
• Stump removal  
• Roto-tilling 
• Hillside clearing 
• Free estimates Contact 
   Mr. Duarte: (818) 395-0103.
GENERAL CLEAN-UP 

AND HAULING
We do garage clean-ups, 
appliance removal, trash 
removal. We haul away dirt, 
construction waste, yard waste. 
We sort and take it to a certifi ed 
waste management facility 
to dispose of, recycle center 
or donation stores. 
Free estimates! Contact 
Mr. Duarte (818) 395-0103.

HOME/GARDEN

2-STORY COMMERCIAL 
SPACE AVAILABLE!

Great La Cañada location.  
Carpeted thru out. Perfect 
for boutique business or 
entrepreneur. 1760 sq. ft. 
Call (818) 521-3726.

FOR RENT

UPSCALE SALON 
HIRING

Established La Cañada salon has 
stations for rent for stylists. $275 
rent per week. Great location & 
parking. Call (818) 790-4480 for 
more information.

EMPLOYMENT

CHRISTMAS DECOR 
SALE!

Our Lady of Lourdes School 
has artifi cial trees, giant 
nutcrackers, garland, 
huge ornaments, small 
ornaments, and so much more. 
Call (818) 381-2000 if you are 
interested in these items.

YARD/ESTATE SALES

WWW.MONTROSESAR.ORG   FOR MORE INFO
change your
altitude!!

montrose
search & rescue

CALL TODAY! 
(818) 248-2740

DBA’S

PROBATE NOTICES

NOTICE OF INTENT

CIVIL COURT NOTICES

NAME CHANGES

PUBLIC SALES/AUCTIONS

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

CIVIL SUMMONS

ESTATE ADMINISTRATORS

ESTATE SALES

CRESCENTA 

VALLEY WEEKLY 

IS READY 

FOR YOUR LEGAL 

NOTICES!

LOOKING FOR 
ROOM TO RENT

Widow looking for a room. 
10 yrs exp. in caregiving, currently 
employed w/Warner Bros. Will do 
caregiving & light house work, 
for reduced rent. Call or text 
(818) 635-4998 or email 
mstinves@gmail.com
SENIOR GENTLEMEN 

SEEKS ROOM 
Quiet, responsible tenant. Ref. 
available. Can help w/errands, 
chores etc. in household. Call 
Donald for more info (818) 445-6180.

LIONEL TRAINS
Cash paid for your trains and toys. 
Also buy American Flyer and LGB. 
Call  (626) 447-3775.
WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE
Washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
ranges. Pay top dollar. 
(818) 248-1344.

NEEDED/WANTED

WANTED!
YOUR BUSINESS

2X2 SERVICE
DIRECTORY
AD HERE!
Call TODAY @ 

(818) 248-2740

BoB Hunter’s 
Plumbing & Heating

818-249-8458

License #514974

Large or small Jobs Welcome!
Live and work in La Crescenta!

Locally owned and operated

Service • Repair 
Free Estimates

Diagnose & Restoration • Local Business over 27 years

NEw CuStomER SpECial: 
3rd Month FREE

(818) 248-1320
http://www.professionalpoolandspa.net

CA License # C53-538352

• POOL/SPA SERVICE • • PRINTING/GRAPHICS •• HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •

FALL SPECIAL
Call us to have your system serviced!

www.lacanadaair.com
818.790.8000

License #536450 • Master Card and Visa Accepted

Highly Skilled

HANDYMAN

Hartmann Construction
818-823-7187Fred Lic. #1027189

Expert Repairs
Expert Plumbing
Very Neat & Clean

All Phases of CARPENTRY, 
ELECTRICAL, MASONRY

32 Years Experience

HANDYMAN

Hartmann Construction

Specialist in 
Difficult Work! 

818-957-5238
FREE Estimates

Pinecrest 
Roofing

“Top QualiTy Work”
Serving The Foothills

•  Composition Roofs
•  Tile Roofs
•  Flat Roofs
•  Repairs
•  Gutters
•  Skylights LIC. #564628   

HYHouse 
Painting

   Residential
   Commercial
   Exterior
   Interior

Free 

estimates

Lic. #983760 Insured

(818) 304-5411
email:  yoonhc0427@yahoo.com

www.hypainting.com

Maids.comMaids.com

We Clean
Homes

One Time • Weekly • Monthly Service

Call for a free estimate!
818.248.2001

Signs & Banners
T-Shirt Printing 

& Embroidery
2435 A Honolulu Ave. Unit A

Montrose CA 91020

Call Us!  1800-390-0006
or  818- 249-8637

customtshirtsandsigns.com

 • HANDYMAN SERVICES • • HOME HELP •

 • HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •                                       • HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •

Automotive Services
Family owned business serving 

the community for 47 years.

Complete auto repair 
with ASE certified 

technicians

818 790-1228  459 Foothill Blvd

• AUTOMOBILES •

Bonners Party &
Equipment Rentals

Serving the Foothill Community Since 1939

2914 Foothill Blvd.
La Crescenta

(818) 951-9117
www.bonnerspartyrentals.com

Chairs • Tables • Linens
Tents • String Lights • Heaters

Concession Machines

• EVENT/PARTY RENTALS •

Licensed contractor 
available to do drywall 

(our specialty), painting, 
carpentry, decks, plumbing, 
repairs, maintenance, basic 

electrical, windows and 
doors, and more!  

Licensed GeneraL contractor

call stephen Boykin at the 
Honey-Do Handyman

818-741-7255
www.TheHoney-DoHandyman.com     

contractors lic #1039217

• LEGAL/NOTARY •

M   bile N   tary!  
We come to most any location. Save 

time by doing your signings at work during 
lunch,  or home or even Starbucks after 
work and weekends!  Trusts, Adoptions, 
Powers of Attorney, Contracts and Close-
outs, Health Care Directives, Refinance, 

weddings officiated by ordained 
minister, and more.  

Visit our website at
www.competentnotary.com  

Mon-Sun 8:30 am – 7:30 pm 
818-620-0103

BonDeD AnD inSuReD

M   bile N   tary!M   bile N   tary!M   bile N   tary!

APPLIANCES 
FOR SALE!

Kenmore washer & gas dryer 
in excellent condition: $275 for 
both. Frost-free refrigerator, 
white, works great: $150. 
Please call (818) 568-9788.

FOR SALE

through the parking lot. 
For the safety of all, LCWC 

members are asking for all cars 
to enter by traveling north on La 

Crescenta Avenue and not south, 
preventing the need to turn left and 
cross northbound traffi c lanes. 

At the event children can drop off 

their letters and wish lists to Santa. 
The letter can be torn out, fi lled out 
and dropped off the day of the event. 
Santa’s wish list can be found at 

www.lacrescentawomansclub.org/
events/santa. 

LCWC is located at 4004 La 
Crescenta Ave. For more information 

call (818) 658-1104 or email info@
lacrescentawomansclub.org. There 
is no charge for this event but 
donations are appreciated. 

SANTA on page 12



else to go did not fare as well. The 
economy collapsed as more and 
more people could not work, engage 
in commerce or pay their rent and 
mortgages. Many more citizens 
became homeless.

Does any of this sound familiar?
The city was London. The year 

was 1666.
Now that my tale is told and 

done, I will leave you with two 
quotations:

“…there is no new thing under 
the sun.” – Ecclesiastes 1:9 (KJV)

“Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it.” – 
George Santayana

Bill Weisman
Glendale/La Crescenta

Distance Learning Must 
Continue

It is human nature to hope for 
the best. When COVID-19 began, 
we hoped our lockdown would last 
a week or two, then maybe just a 
month. Similarly, we hoped that 
we’d be able to safely gather with 
our families for the holidays. 

Hope helps individuals survive 
crises, but institutions must prepare 
for disasters. School districts have 
plans for fi res, earthquakes and 
even active shooters. Surely we can 
agree that a pandemic is a disaster. 
Why then is the Glendale Unifi ed 
School District unable to commit 
to a worst case scenario plan for 
COVID-19?

Local COVID-19 infections 
are widespread and are likely to 
remain that way for the foreseeable 
future, possibly until a vaccine is 
available to the general public. We 
are living the COVID-19 disaster; 
yet GUSD has not extended its 
distance learning plan. Glendale 
teachers have been working from 
home since mid-March; however, 
when our stop-gap contract expires 
on Dec. 31, we may be forced back 
into classrooms in defi ance of LA 
County’s Dept. of Public Health’s 
recommendations.

Although teachers very much 

want to be back with students, the 
only responsible option is for GUSD 
to continue distance learning, as our 
neighbors in Burbank have already 
done. This will give everyone the 
sense of stability needed during 
these unsettling times. Keeping 
teachers and students at home 
will allow everyone to continue to 
fl atten the curve while COVID-19 
infections are at their most 
widespread, and allow teachers 
to embrace the rest of the school 
year without last-minute changes 
likely to disrupt our ability to teach 
students. We don’t need to repeat 
the chaos of the summer when 
teachers and families didn’t know 
whether or not students would be 
on campus until days before school 
started.

Continuing distance learning 
is necessary for the stability of 
our students’ education and the 
health of our community. We all 
want classrooms to reopen for all 
students but cannot responsibly do 
so until the dangers of COVID-19 

pass. It is time for GUSD to take 
a stand for stability and safety, to 
extend Glendale teachers’ MOU, 
and commit to continuing distance 
learning in 2021.

Taline Arsenian, President
Glendale Teachers Association

The Alarming Spread of the 
Coronavirus

As a scientist and data analyst, I 
have been tracking COVID-19 case 
numbers in LA County for a few 
months. An increase in case rates in 
the fall and winter was anticipated 
by most health experts, but the 
explosion that has happened in 
southern and central California 
in recent weeks is truly alarming. 
For months since the surge in July, 
case rates were fairly steady, if still 
concerningly high.  Then, around 
Halloween, rates started to increase 
in LA County: in the two weeks 
after Halloween they doubled. In 
the three weeks after Halloween 
they nearly tripled. And as we 
start to see the test results come 

in after Thanksgiving week, rates 
have doubled again in less than 
two weeks. The scattered embers 
of outbreaks around the County 
during early fall have become an 
inferno.

We still don’t have all the answers 
about how the virus spreads. We 
do know that people being close 
together for any length of time, 
especially unmasked, is a very 
effective way to seed coronavirus 
outbreaks. Unfortunately, dining 
at restaurants, even outdoors, 
poses a risk because people from 
different households may be 
together unmasked for an extended 
period of time. Other factors are 
contributing, too, such as crowded 
workplaces with inadequate social 
distancing and little oversight by 
the County. The list of sites with 
positive coronavirus tests includes 
Glenair, an aerospace/electronics 
manufacturer in Glendale (40 staff 
tested positive, 29 in the past week) 
and a Michael Kors distribution 
center in Whittier (21 staff tested 

positive in the past week), among 
many others.

How do we get through this 
crisis? The restrictions in Southern 
California now, onerous as they 
are, will likely save thousands of 
lives. But we also desperately need 
disaster relief to support workers 
and small businesses that have lost 
their income. We are in a war, we’ve 
stormed the beaches of Normandy, 
but now is not the time to cut off 
fi nancial support. Congress needs 
to provide the funding that only the 
federal government can to get us to 
the end of this.

Andrew Delman
La Crescenta
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This ad is sponsored by J’s Maids 
as a service to the community.

(818) 248-2001  |  www.JsMaids.com
Wishing you all calm and health!

Community InfoCommunity InfoCommunity InfoCommunity InfoCommunity InfoCommunity InfoCommunity InfoCommunity Info

merely one day’s worth of oil. 
Perhaps they should have waited 
the eight days and produced new 
oil! After all, what is the point of 
lighting the menorah for just one 
day, if they would have to stop and 
wait? What can be achieved with 
just one spark?

The miracle of the menorah 
teaches us just how valuable our 
little flame is. That phone call to 
a friend in need of a pick-me-up, 
the “How are you feeling?” to the 
supermarket cashier, the charity 
given to those that need it most – 
that is our one spark, our one jug 
of oil.

Who knows how powerful our 
flame can be?

Rabbi Mendy Grossbaum, 
Chabad of the Crescenta Valley

Chabad of the Crescenta Valley 
will be driving a COVID-Safe Giant 
Menorah around town, bringing 
the holiday joy to the Crescenta 
Valley. To request a free visit with 
the Giant Menorah and other 
Chanukah goodies, from Dec. 10-
18, text “VISIT” to (323) 308-5727. 
To request a free Chanukah kit be 
brought to your home text “KIT” to 
(323) 308-5727.

To keep up with all of the Chabad 
activity throughout the year follow 
@cvchabad on social media.

CRESCENTA VALLEY

WEEKLY IS READY 

FOR YOUR LEGAL 

NOTICES!

CALL TODAY! 

(818) 248-2740



Coming in December...
CV Weekly Presents the

Merry & Bright Holiday Self Guided Driving Tour
More information on how to add your house or business to the drive tour list coming soon.

to be a sponsor call rachelle at the CV Weekly (818) 248-2740 or your sales rep.

Order your 
Holiday Treats

berolinabakery.com 
by December 17

3421 Ocean View Blvd.
818.249.6506

www.berolinabakery.com

“Bûche de Noël”
Holiday decorated cakes,

Limpa
German style Stollen,
Decorated cookies,

Freshly baked breads and Dinner rolls..!

decorated cakes,decorated cakes,decorated cakes,decorated cakes,decorated cakes,Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday 

German style Stollen,German style Stollen,German style Stollen,

online at

Pick uP all orders by december 24 at 3Pm

(818) 432-8680   www.catalinapaintstore.com

Freshen Up for the 
Holidays!

2770 Foothill Blvd.
Corner of Foothill & La Crescenta

Don’t Miss Next Weeks Q&A – Phyllis discusses “Lot Line Confusion”


