
By Sabrina SHELTON

Every holiday season, the 
call to donate and vol-
unteer is heard loud and 

clear. Some people thrill at the op-
portunity to help others during this 
festive season, and some live the 
volunteer lifestyle year round. And 
then there are some, like longtime 
friends Michelle Stafford and Gina 
Walker, who take things up a notch. 

Each year, Stafford, a longtime 
“The Young and the Restless” cast 
member, donates to charities in 
need. This year, she and her fellow 
cast mates had big plans for the In-
glewood NAACP. In particular 2020 
has been tough for charities and 
non-profi t organizations; donations 
are down as many people who might 
normally donate have tightened 
their belts due to pandemic-related 
fi nancial struggles. 

“I know the president of the 
Inglewood NAACP and he is very 
connected in his community,” said 
Stafford. “I knew he would disperse 
to [those] most in need of gifts and 

help.” The president also told Staf-
ford that donations to the Inglewood 
branch have been very low this year. 

So Stafford jumped into action 
and called on friends, family and co-
workers. She and the cast and crew 
of “The Young and the Restless” do-
nated over $4,500 to purchase toys. 
Then came the heavy lifting – which 
is where Gina Walker entered the 

picture. 
Stafford put out a call for a friend 

with a truck to help transport the 
toys. Walker, a fellow Crescenta Val-
ley High School alumna, is always 
happy to help nurture Stafford’s 
giving spirit, so she volunteered her 
truck. 

“I was the sleigh,” Walker re-
marked. “Michelle was the lead elf.” 

With her fellow elves by her side, 
Stafford and the “sleigh” met at Big 
Lots in La Cañada to buy toys. It was 
then that the fates aligned; some 
brands of toys were on sale and the 
store was offering extra discounts 
that day as well. As Walker’s truck 
was fi lling up with toys, the group 
realized that they were nowhere 

By Julie BUTCHER

Glendale City Councilmember 
Paula Devine listed a number 
of questions for city staff to 
open this week’s meeting of 
the council, fi rst questioning 
the recyclability of fl ocked 
Christmas trees (they are 
not recyclable – but the city 
picks them up and processes 
them along with the recyclable 
ones), then inquiring about 
the process of picking up signs 
remaining from the “slow 
streets” program started in the 
spring. Staff reported there is 
a phone number on the signs 
or folks can call the public 
works hotline at (818) 548-9000 
to have the signs picked up. 
Devine ended her comments 
commending staff for winning a 
2020 Golden Bell Award, along 
the with the Glendale Unifi ed 
School District, for innovation 
and collaboration in helping to 
address the changing needs of 
students.
Councilmember Dan Brotman 
urged the council to act to 
offi cially recognize Martin 
Luther King Day in January.
Councilmember Ara Najarian 
announced his selection as 
chair of the Metrolink board.
Callers into the council meeting 
continued to raise concerns – for 
and against – the city’s current 
ban on cannabis dispensaries.
The council heard fi nancial 
reports beginning with 
an annual update the city 
submits (formally called 
a Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report [CAFR]) that 
is required following the close 
of each fi scal year. The report 
shows that reserves meet the 
city’s goals (minimum 20% 
reserve with a goal of 35%) with 
a combined reserve just over 
$81 million, more than 34%, 
and revenues from Measure S 
sales taxes up to $14.2 million 
slated to carry over into 2021.
The council also received a 
periodic fi nancial update that 
was met with similar optimism 
shown for the CAFR. 
“Compared with Los Angeles, 
we’re in pretty good shape,” 

By Mary O’KEEFE

The COVID-19 vaccine has arrived in Los Angeles 
and staff members at USC Verdugo Hills Hospital have 
rolled up their sleeves, ready for their shots. 

“Our plan is to pick up [the vaccine today] and start 
rolling it out to staff,” said USC-VHH CEO Keith Hobbs.

The hospital will be receiving the vaccine in phases; 
the fi rst will have about 475 doses then, gradually over 
the next four weeks, more will arrive until the hospital 
has 2,500 doses. The vaccine is administered in two dos-
es, 21 days apart. 

Workers in the most critical units, like those working 
in the Emergency Department and ICU [Intensive Care 
Unit], will receive the vaccine fi rst. Then it will be given 
to other staff members; however, not all members in a 
specifi c unit will get it at the same time due to concerns 
about possible side effects. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, common side effects of 
the COVID-19 vaccine include pain and swelling in the 
area of the shot. Other possible side effects can include 
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Several Topics Tackled 
at Final Council 
Meeting of the Year

For these local 
heroes, giving 
is part of their 
nature – and a 
pandemic won’t 
slow them down.

see GIVING on page 7

Photo courtesy of LAX Twitter
A FedEx plane arrives at LAX with the 
county’s fi rst doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine.

Photo by Mary O’KEEFE
CVIM and Prom Plus Club members, with GPD offi cers and local veterans, loaded trucks with community 
donations of food and toys.

see VACCINE on page 6see GCC on page 6
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The Joy of Giving Back

818.957.9200Corner of Verdugo & BroadviewWe Deliver

Your Neighborhood Full Service Pharmacy. Prescriptions Filled under 10 Minutes.

AriAnnA PhArmAcy
DETAILS ON PAGE 8

For more information on how to add your house or business to the drive tour list or be a sponsor, 
call Rachelle at the CV Weekly (818) 248-2740.

For more information on how to add your house or business to the drive tour list or be a sponsor, 

CV Weekly & The Glendale area SChoolS CrediT Union PreSenT

The Merry & Bright Self-Guided 
Holiday Light and Display Drive-By Tour!
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I N S I D E

For many of us, fi nding and holding onto the 
Christmas spirit is particularly diffi cult this sea-
son. The pandemic, with all of its restrictions, 
has lasted so much longer than we expected. 
There have been few, if any, holiday parties. Get-
ting together has been all but forbidden. 

The rules, too, have not been particularly 
clear. For example, wearing a mask. I thought 
a mask needed to be worn when in near con-
tact with other people (within six feet). When 
alone, a mask didn’t need to be worn. But I was 
chastised when a person walked into her offi ce 
where I was sitting and the mask I had on was 
resting against my chin. As soon as she walked 
in I moved it over my nose and mouth. That was 
unsatisfactory, though; her concern was that, 
especially if I was contagious and didn’t know 
it, I was contaminating her space. 

I was shocked when I was chastised; I thought 
I was doing it “right.” 

I don’t wear a mask when I walk my dog, al-
though I have one with me and pop it on if I’m 
coming in contact with others. However, if I can 

walk across the street I do that. I notice that 
others wear a mask when taking a walk, though.

I try to be respectful of others’ concerns but 
trying to gauge them is sometimes challenging. 
Hopefully, with the vaccine, this won’t be a worry 
much longer.

Which circles us back to trying to hold onto 
the Christmas spirit.

Steve and I on Saturday night made our way 
over to Community Christian Church of the 
Foothills for its annual Drive-thru Nativity. The 
free event brings drivers to three signifi cant na-
tivity scenes: an angel appears to the shepherds, 
Jesus is born in the stable and the three wise 
men journey to fi nd Jesus. At the end of the so-
journ, a greeter gave us a copy of the program 
and a little bag with two candy canes. The event, 
which involves a lot of hard work, planning and 
dedication from its volunteers, is beautifully ex-
ecuted and goes a long way in reminding me of 
“the reason for the season.”

Another reminder that Christmas time is here 
are the displays of lights throughout the foot-
hills. Like Halloween, our residents (and some 
businesses) embrace the holiday and put a lot 
of time and effort in decorating their homes. CV 
Weekly, with the Glendale Area Schools Credit 
Union and several other sponsors, is hosting the 
Merry & Bright Self-Guided Holiday Light and 
Display Drive-By Tour. The initial list of partic-

ipating addresses can 
be found on page 8 of 
this week’s paper. Next 
week we’ll add more 
addresses as more are 
expected so there’s still 
time to have your ad-
dress included. Email 
MerryBright@cvweek-
ly.com with your ad-
dress and we’ll include 
it in the tour list next 
week.

Weather in the
Foothills

Sue Kilpatrick is a Crescenta Valley
resident and Offi cial Skywarn Spotter for the

National Weather Service Reach her at suelkilpatrick@gmail.com.

Robin Goldsworthy is the publisher of 
the Crescenta Valley Weekly. 

She can be reached at 
robin@cvweekly.com or 

(818) 248-2740.

818.790.8001
www.drbeeve.com

1809 Verdugo Blvd., Suite 150  •  Glendale, CA 91208
across from USC Verdugo Hills Hospital.

Scott W. Beeve  MD, FAcS
iS prouD to Be pArt oF thiS coMMunity!

1809 Verdugo Blvd., Suite 150  

Scott W. Beeve

Beeve Vision Care Center
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Happy Holidays!
Be Safe & Stay Healthy.
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Face masks are required.
LIMIT 10 customers.
CuRbSIdE pICk-up Ok.  
ASk AbOuT LOCAL dELIvERY.

OuR dOORS ARE OpEN FOR
IN-STORE SHOppING!
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Mon-Fri 10AM-8PM;  Sat, Sun 10AM-7PM

FLINTRIDGE BOOKSTORE
858 FOOTHILL BLVD, LA CAÑADA FLINTRIDGE, CA 91011

818.790.0717  www.flintridgebooks.com

Holiday books, puzzles, 
Greeting Cards, décor...

Shop Early 
to Avoid 
Crowds!
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Boxed & Single Cards Christmas Soap

Y.A. Best-Selling author

Five Mary’s 
Ranch 
Raised: 

Cookbook

& much, much mo’...ho! ho! ho!

Shop Our Wish Book Shelves

The Crayons’ Christmas by Drew Daywalt includes envelopes filled with holiday activities

Days of miracles. The Jewish celebration of Hanukkah comes to an end tonight, 
Thursday evening, and the Christian celebration of Christmas arrives next week 
on Friday. Hanukkah isn’t associated with any style of weather while on the other 
hand Christmas is…

“I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas,” “Frosty the Snowman” … the song list 
goes on and on. 

Many songs and stories illustrate the magic of waking up to a blanket of white 
on Christmas morning. If you’re dreaming of a white Christmas, the following cities 
offer the best chance of seeing snow on Dec. 25 based on weather history. Accord-
ing to three decades of averages from the NOAA’s National Weather Service, the 
following locations are the most and least likely to get at least one inch of snow 
on the ground on Christmas Day.

Most Likely
Ketchum, Idaho; Aspen, Colorado; Fairbanks, Alaska
One of the coldest cities in the world, Fairbanks, Alaska gets its fair share of 

snow during the winter. It also has a 100% chance of snow on Christmas Day. 
Least Likely
Las Vegas, Nevada; Phoenix, Arizona; Los Angeles, California
There are countless things to see and do in California; however, seeing snow on 

Christmas Day isn’t one of them. While northeastern parts of the state might see 
snow, LA County has a 0% chance of snow on Dec. 25.

After today’s (Thursday’s) slight chance of rain, gusty and cold northerly winds 
are predicted to follow and linger over the weekend. The up-and-coming weather 
pattern continuing into next week for the CV area brings, aside from a few clouds, 
clear skies and chilly overnight lows that are here to stay through the holidays.

An astronomical, if not divine, wonder will be taking place on Christmas Eve. 
We will be able to witness a celestial event known as the Star of Bethlehem or 
the Christmas Star when Jupiter and Saturn move close together. Last time this 
happened was about 800 years ago! It’s easy to see; look west just after sunset. 
Starting several months ago, the two planets had begun moving closer together. 
Now Jupiter and Saturn appear almost adjoined in appearance. To add a sparkle 
of magic a crescent moon has joined in making for a Christmas gift of a heavenly 
nature.  

Merry Christmas!

“Nature is full of genius, full of the divinity so that not a snow-
fl ake escapes its fashioning of hand.”                                 
 ~Henry David Thoreau



By Charly SHELTON

Joe Rinaudo may 
not be a name 
that everyone 

in the Crescenta Valley 
recognizes right away. 
But many who have spent 
a summer evening at Two 
Strike Park watching 
silent films will recognize 
his face. Rinaudo is the 
stalwart facilitator of 
the summer nighttime 
silent film event hosted 
by the Historical Society 
of the Crescenta Valley 
and a 30-year resident 
of La Crescenta. Each 
year, he brings his 
original 1909 hand-
cranked 35-millimeter 
motion picture projector, 
outfitted with a Magic 
Lantern glass slide 
attachment, to delight 
families with silent films 
from a bygone age, which 
is accompanied by live 
piano music at the park. Due to the pandemic, last summer’s 
event was canceled. But Rinaudo has kept busy with other 
antique instruments during the pandemic. Back in March, 
around the time of the first shutdown, a family friend alerted 
Rinaudo to the fact that he had been meme’d. 

“I honestly have no idea what a meme is,” Rinaudo said. “My 
office manager’s daughter keeps telling me I’m famous in the 
meme world, but I don’t know what that means other than 
what she tells me.”

A clip of Rinaudo frantically playing an old American 
Fotoplayer started making its way around social media, with 
the caption “Day 89 of Quarantine.” A Fotoplayer is an all-in-
one piano-organ sound effects machine that was used in the 
silent film era before the advent of the theater pipe organ, 
Rinaudo said. It has two player piano rolls for the music, which 
leaves the operator’s hands available for pulling and pushing 
the sound effects and to also change the different pipes and 
percussion during the movie. And Rinaudo’s hands are flying in 
the video meme as he operates the various pull-strings, levers and 
horns to provide sound effects to the lively piano roll playing.

The clip featured in the meme, from an episode of “California’s 
Gold” with Huell Howser, gained popularity. When Rinaudo’s friend 
posted that she knew the man behind the meme, she was flooded 
with requests for him to do a live show with the Fotoplayer. 
She was contacted by several companies that wanted 
to produce the concert, but it seemed to Rinaudo that it 
would be easier to just stream it himself on Facebook Live. 
Despite a few technical glitches, that first concert drew 
over 10,000 live views that evening.

Now with the arrival of the holidays, Rinaudo is at it 
again. This weekend, he will hold a Christmas concert on 
Facebook Live featuring the Fotoplayer, with piano rolls 
ranging from traditional to silly, and a surprise or two 
along the way. And despite the rarity of the machine and 
the uniqueness of the event, Rinaudo keeps a light and fun 
atmosphere about everything and is just happy to share 
his love of this special and all-too-rare music machine with 
the public.

“I’m mostly just goofing around with the machine at 
home with friends unless I’m doing a narration for a 
silent movie restoration that will be released on DVD,” 
Rinaudo said. “There is a larger Fotoplayer at the 
Academy of Motion Pictures in Hollywood, and I take those 
performances much more seriously. In fact, the very last 
show the Academy did before everything was shut down 
back in March was a restoration of the silent movie ‘Two 
Arabian Knights.’ I put a score together with 75 different 
roll changes to fit the mood on the screen.  That movie was 
one of the very first Academy Award winners and it was 
great fun playing for it.”

The Facebook Live concert will be held this Sunday, 
Dec. 20, at 6 p.m. The stream is free for all to attend, 
and viewers don’t even need to have a Facebook account 
to enjoy the show. Just search Fotoplayerjoe to find his 

Facebook page.
The concert is free but for anyone who may wish to support 

Rinaudo’s efforts, he asks that donations be sent to Famous Players 
Orchestra, an organization that he belongs to whose members 
perform live orchestral accompaniment to silent movies, and they 
are raising money to make a recording. Donations can be made 
online at FPOrchestra.org/donate.
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MONTROSE CHAMBER CONTINUES 
HOLIDAY BINGO

The Montrose Holiday Bingo continues. 
Participants are encouraged to shop or purchase 
gift certificates at five small businesses in a 
row and win one of 16 prizes ($20+ retail value) 
available.

Some of the prizes include YMCA 90-day 
membership, hair products, $25 MasterCard 
gift card, beauty products, fit kit, wellness 
supplements and many more!

Prizes are claimed on a first come, first served 
basis. Participants need to email the chamber once 
they are ready to claim a prize. Receipt proof is 
not necessary; prizes to be claimed on good faith 
basis. Stay up-to-date with prizes claimed via the 
chamber’s social media. 

The play card is available at www.cvweekly.
com/JFF or at www.montrosechamber.org. The 
play dates continue through Dec. 20.

There are no minimum purchase or donation 
amounts. 

ROSEMONT PRESERVE OPEN GATE 
MORNING

An “open gate” event is taking place at the 
Rosemont Preserve on Sunday morning, Dec. 20. 
This is a chance for residents to visit the Preserve 
and wander the trail at their own pace and enjoy 
the tranquil setting, the wildlife and the natural 
beauty. Photographers: bring your camera to 
capture the morning light and citizen scientists, 
bring your iNaturalist app to add wildlife sightings!

The gate will be open from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 
and Friends of the Rosemont Preserve Committee 
members will be available to answer questions 
and present this community resource. LA County 
guidelines are being followed requiring visitors to 
wear masks and practice social distancing when 
visiting the Preserve.

The Preserve is located at the north end of 
Rosemont Avenue, just past the chain link fence. 
As street parking is limited, please park at Two 
Strike Park, 5107 Rosemont Ave. Those with 
mobility issues who require a closer parking spot 
should contact the Rosemont Preserve Committee.

Those planning on walking the trails should 
wear sturdy shoes.  

This event is free to the public and suitable for 
all ages; no reservations required. Rain cancels. 
Sorry, no pets please.  

For further information, contact the Friends 
of the Rosemont Preserve at RosemontFriends@
gmail.com

GWP EXTENDS DEADLINE
Glendale Water & Power (GWP) has extended 

the deadline to Feb. 28 for its GWP Cares Bill 
Relief Program and moratorium on late fees and 
disconnections. The extension comes amidst 
additional health and safety restrictions due 
to COVID-19 and aims to help mitigate the 
economic impact that COVID-19 has had on GWP 
customers.

The GWP Cares Bill Relief Program is a 
temporary program that provides a one-time bill 
credit to GWP electric customers who have been 
financially impacted by COVID-19. Bill credits are 
as follows:

One-time bill credit of $150 to residential electric 
customers living in single family homes, one-time 
bill credit of $80 to residential electric customers 
living in multi-family housing, one-time bill credit 
of $150 to eligible businesses that are adversely 
affected by the COVID-19 “Stay At Home” order 
or did not operate in one of the essential services 
sectors covered in the Governor’s Executive Order 
N-33-20 for a period of at least four weeks, one-
time bill credit of $60 to residential low-income 
customers currently enrolled in GWP’s Senior/
Glendale Care low-income discount program. 
These customers will be automatically enrolled in 
the Cares program and receive the one-time bill 
credit.  

For more information and guidelines on the 
GWP Cares Bill Relief Program, visit www.
GlendaleCA.gov/GWPCares.

A Whole New Sound for
‘Silent’ Night

Photo provided by Gary GIBSON
Joe Rinaudo, who recently had a meme of him playing the American Fotoplayer, will be live streaming a concert on Sunday 
night of him playing the iconic machine.

IN BRIEF

Dr. Brian Miller D.C. and the friendly team at The Chiropractic Place 
in Montrose provide chiropractic, nutrition and natural healing arts to target 
your unique needs. Whether you are suffering from back pain, neck pain, 
headaches or even just plain old muscular tightness and tension, you can 
benefit from the services offered at The Chiropractic Place:

	 	 												•		Chiropractic	Care
	 	 												•		Lifestyle	Advice
	 	 												•		Nutritional	Counseling
	 	 												•		Advanced	Lab	Testing

You may need pain relief after suffering from an accident, experiencing 
an injury, or have a specific condition such as carpal tunnel syndrome, 
migraines, or neuropathy; even if you just want to improve your overall 
health, Dr. Miller can help you achieve your wellness goals!

Free consultation!

Dr.	Brian	Miller	D.C.
The	Chiropractic	Place

2235 Honolulu Avenue, Montrose, CA 91020
(818)	249-2300

New
ClieNt
SpeCial!
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The ‘Christmas Star’
By Mary O’KEEFE

The great conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn has 
already begun and will appear closest to each other on 
Dec. 21. 

Although some refer to this as the “Christmas Star” 
it is actually not a star at all. On Dec. 21, Jupiter and 
Saturn will be 0.1 degree apart. For many it will still 
look like two stars but others may see one elongated star. 

In 1623, the two planets traveled together across the 
sky. Jupiter caught up to and passed Saturn. It has been 
nearly 400 years since the planets have passed this 
close to each other in the sky and nearly 800 years since 
the alignment of Saturn and Jupiter occurred at night, 
according to NASA.

“You can imagine the solar system as a racetrack with 
each of the planets as a runner in their own lane and 
the Earth toward the center of the stadium,” said Henry 
Throop, astronomer in the Planetary Science division at 
NASA headquarters in Washington. “From our vantage 
point, we’ll be able to see Jupiter on the inside lane, 

approaching Saturn all month and finally overtaking it 
on Dec. 21.”

To see the phenomenon. An hour after sunset, people 
can look to the southwestern sky. Jupiter will look like a 
bright star and be easily visible. Saturn will be slightly 
fainter and will appear slightly above and to the left of 
Jupiter until Dec. 21 when Jupiter will overtake it and 
they will reverse positions in the sky.

Each night, the two planets will appear closer and low 
in the southwest in the hour after sunset as illustrated 
in the graphic.

To be in our
Service Directory 

contact
CV Weekly at

(818) 248-2740

This Week at LCIF 
The online celebration of Advent 

continues this Sunday, Dec. 20 at 
Lutheran Church in the Foothills. 
All are invited at 10 a.m. for Couch 
Church on the church’s Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. Those 
who miss the live presentation 
can watch the videos on the 
church website, Facebook page 
and YouTube channel. This week, 
Pastor Stephen Robertson will 
lead a message called “Joy in the 
Present and Hope for Tomorrow.”

After the service, everyone is 
invited to join a time of fellowship 
on Zoom. There is also a time for 
Zoom prayers on Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. and several of the church’s 
small groups gather on Zoom on 
different days and times. More 
details are available on the church 
website www.lcifoothills.org.

The church office is located at 
1700 Foothill Blvd. in La Cañada 
Flintridge and is generally open 
Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Contact the office at 
office@lcifoothills.org or call (818) 

790-1951 for details, information, 
offering help or requesting help.

Christmas Under the Stars at 
La Crescenta Presbyterian

All are invited to La Crescenta 
Presbyterian Church for an outdoor 
Christmas Eve worship experience 
filled with joyful music and an 
uplifting message.

The service begins at 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 24, in the west 
parking lot of the church. COVID-
safe practices, including safe 
distancing and mask-wearing, will 
be observed.

In addition, every evening in 
December the church’s chimes will 
ring at 5 p.m. as a 12-foot tree, 
Nativity scene and lights along the 
front of the church are illuminated. 
Instrumental Christmas music will 
play until 7 p.m.

La Crescenta Presbyterian also 
hosts outdoor worship services 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. The al 
fresco gatherings in the LCPC 
courtyard offer interactive prayer 
time, live music, Bible readings 

and an inspiring message.
La Crescenta Presbyterian is 

located at 2902 Montrose Ave. in La 
Crescenta. For more information 
about policies to protect the health 
and safety of the congregation, visit 
lcpc.net or call (818) 249-6137.

Christmas Drive-thru Display  
On Saturday, Dec. 19, Bethel 

Church will offer a drive-thru 
Christmas display on its campus 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. It will include 
a nativity stable, lit Christmas 
tree, gifts for kids, cookies/candy 
and Christmas music.  

All free and COVID safe.
Bethel Church, 10725 Penrose 

St., Sun Valley.

Walk and Word 
Walk and Word on Sunday 

mornings, a time to discover 
Scripture while hiking Deukmejian 
Park, is on hiatus until further 
notice. 

For more information, contact 
Jean Lavieri at (818) 383-3137 or 
email jnlavieri@earthlink.net.

NOTES & NODS

RELIGION SERVICE DIRECTORY

COME JOIN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Pastor Jim Edwards
2723 Orange Avenue,

La Crescenta, CA 91214
818-248-3738

www.glcmslc.org
Sunday Adult Bible Study:  9AM

Sunday service:  10AM
Wednesday Bible Study:  7PM

(Missouri Synod)

(Missouri Synod)

www.lcifoothills.org / 818-790-1951 

1700 Foothill Blvd.
La Cañada Flintridge

Pastor scott Peterson

LIVESTREAM WITH US!
Sundays & Wednesdays at 10AM

on Facebook live or on our 
website shortly after the service

Lutheran Church 
in the Foothills

4845 Dunsmore Ave.
La Crescenta, CA 

91214
(818) 249-1045

“Where it is our dream to help you build 
and manifest your dreams!”

Celebration Service Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Ongoing spiritual growth classes 

and counseling available

Center for Spiritual 
Living - La Crescenta

Wednesday Night Service 7:00 p.m.

Light on the Corner Church

Pastor Jon Karn
1911 Waltonia Drive

Montrose
(818) 249-4806

Sunday ServiceS 10:45 a.m.
www.lightonthecorner.org

We Are Open!
Located At: Crescenta Valley United 

Methodist Church
2700 Montrose Ave.
Montrose, CA 91020

Hours:       8:30am – 5:30pm
Phone:       (818) 249-4048

www.montrosepreschool.com

4001 La Crescenta Avenue  |  La Crescenta 91214
Scott & Kathe Wood, Pastors  818-249-5805

    Sunday Services
       9:30 AM & 11:30 AM
                Celebrate Recovery
                    Fridays 7:00 PM

Visit us at www.cvchurch.com
                          @ cvchurchla.com
Visit us at www.cvchurch.com
                          @ cvchurchla.com

626 Foothill Blvd
La Cañada, CA 

www.lacanadapc.org
818.790.6708

3:30pm

Family Worship
VirtuKidz Choir

5:00pm

Family Worship
VirtuKidz Choir

7:30pm

Contemporary Worship

9:30pm

Pre-Worship Concert

10:00pm

Traditional Worship

Christmas Eve Services
December 24

Online at live.lacanadapc.org

JOIN US...

Worship with us on December 27

9 and 10:30am

Please provide your own candles to join in the at-home 
candle-lighting at the conclusion of each service.

NASA/JPL-Caltech
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holidayhouseinteriors.com

2234 Honolulu Ave, Montrose
626 330-7100

Wide Range 
of Holiday 
Decorations.

SALE 
25-50% Off 

Begins 12/28

IG: holidayhouseinteriors

Everything to 
 decorate for the
 Holidays!

818 369-7070 | CBDComfortzone.com

Pain
anxiety

arthritis
DePression

sleePlessness

Do the Holidays 
Stress You Out?
We Can Help!We Can Help!We Can Help!We Can Help!We Can Help!We Can Help!We Can Help!We Can Help!We Can Help!

Relieve your

10% OFF
One item!

2490 Honolulu Ave.
(right down the street from Trader Joe’s)

CBD Oils
CBD Creams

Do the Holidays Do the Holidays Do the Holidays 
Stress You Out?Stress You Out?
Do the Holidays 
Stress You Out?

2490 Honolulu Ave.2490 Honolulu Ave.

CBD STORE
IN MONTROSE

Pet PrODuCts
Gummies

fever, tiredness and headache. 
These side effects are similar to 
those associated with the fl u shot.

Hobbs will be in one of the fi rst 
groups to receive the vaccine. 
The decision was made after a 
staff meeting was held when staff 
shared they wanted Hobbs to 
receive the shot. Whether or not 
to be vaccinated fi rst has been a 
dilemma for many leaders; some 
feel their staff should be given the 
vaccine fi rst while others want to 
be administered the shot fi rst as 
a show of confi dence and support. 

Hobbs added it is important for 
leaders to demonstrate a strong 
stand of support regarding the 
vaccine. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, has said he 
will take the vaccine soon because 
people told him they would 
take the shot if he did. Former 
Presidents Barrack Obama, 
George W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
have reportedly stated they will 
receive the vaccine on television 
to promote the safety and 
importance of the vaccination. 

Getting the public to trust a 
vaccine is nothing new. In the 
1950s the polio vaccine was 
approved and although many 
took it several young adults did 
not; so on “The Ed Sullivan Show” 
in 1956, Elvis Presley took the 
vaccine for all to see. 

Getting as many people 
vaccinated as quickly as possible 
is key for medical personnel.

“Our volume [has increased],” 
said Hobbs of COVID-19 related 
cases at USC-VHH. “We are 
seeing greater numbers now than 
in March and April.” 

He added that, although the 
numbers are higher, hospital 
staff has learned a lot since the 
pandemic fi rst began, both in 
treating the virus and controlling 
its spread. 

“There are 42 [COVID-19 
patients] in house but only two 
are on ventilators and four in the 
ICU,” he said. 

It is thought the higher 
numbers are a response to the 
travel and gathering people 
did during Thanksgiving; this 
increase is expected to wane a 

little but to build back up after 
the Christmas holidays. 

Hobbs echoes the concerns 
of many in the medical fi eld 
that over the next few months 
the numbers of COVID-19 
hospitalizations will increase 
throughout LA County and 
the nation. There is also a 
concern about COVID fatigue, 
that people will think that 
because there is a vaccine 
they no longer have to follow 
the guidelines outlined by LA 
County Public Health. 

“You’ve heard it all before, 
but the answer remains the 
same: masking. Distancing. 
Sanitizing. It is simple ¬– 
yet often diffi cult … diffi cult 
because we are all weary. 
We are all tired of not being 
able to physically be with our 
friends and loved ones. We are 
done with COVID-19. But as 
I tell my staff at the hospital 
¬¬– COVID-19 is not done 
with us. If each and every one 
of us could truly dig deep and 
continue with these simple 
things, we could turn this 
trend around before the end 
of the year,” Hobbs stated in a 
release from USC-VHH.

He added that though his 
staff is seeing the end of the 
tunnel it has taken a toll on 
them. For his part, he has 
tried to continue outreach with 
staff including the hospital’s 
Care for the Caregivers 
program. It has a 24/7 hotline 
available for staff members 
who need someone to speak 
with concerning mental health 
issues. There is also a virtual 
grocery store where staff 
members who do not have time 
to shop can order groceries 
and have them delivered to 
the hospital so they can take 
them home. Hotel rooms can 
be secured for staff who cannot 
stay at home because they 
have at-risk family members 
and some staff members are 
able to cash-out vacation time 
to give them funds in case a 
member of the family has lost 
his/her job. 

In the meantime, more 
vaccine is being delivered 
throughout the U.S. as more 
companies receive FDA [Food 
and Drug Administration] 
approval. Pfi zer’s vaccine has 
been approved and, as of press 
time, approval was expected 
for Moderna’s vaccine. Several 
more companies are preparing 
to have their vaccines 
reviewed. 

The plan is for fi rst 
responders to receive the 
initial doses of the vaccine, 
followed by those in nursing 
homes; however, according 
to reports, it will most likely 
be months before the general 
population receives the 
vaccine. 

In next week’s CVW we 
will be rolling out our COVID 
Questions program giving 
readers the opportunity to 
share their concerns and ask 
questions about everything 
related to COVID-19. We will 
be reaching out to specialists 
to give our readers answers to 
their questions. 

VACCINE from Cover GCC from Cover
Najarian noted. “I’m glad we 
won’t have to be laying off 10% of 
our police department.”

“I commend staff ’s keeping 
an eye on expenses,” Brotman 
added. “A lot of this is luck; the 
CARES Act money helped and, 
on the expense side, departments 
found $1.7 million in cuts against 
a backdrop of a $4 million hit to 
the ToT (transient occupancy 
tax, primarily paid on hospitality 
services).”

Next the council entertained 
a long discussion about updates 
to plans for the Grayson Power 
Plant and newly raised concerns 
about the historical nature and 
status of the buildings on the site.

“I think the people of Glendale 
would rather have clean energy 
than preserve an old building,” 
Najarian opined. “I’ve toured the 
plant – there’s nothing historical 
about it, nothing that evinces 
pride as I drive up. This cannot 
set us back in our commitment 
to a green future. You know how 
these things go; remember the 
old PacBell building? It can add 
time, dragging everything out. I 
worry about something down the 
horizon holding us up.” 

Councilmember Ardashes 
“Ardy” Kassakhian agreed.

“Why are we talking about 
preserving a monument to fossil 
fuels?” he asked.

Glendale Water and Power 
(GWP) General Manager Steve 
Zurn updated the council on 
the utility’s plans to extend its 
public benefi t programs to include 
struggling small businesses. The 
plan was adopted by a vote of four 
to one with Brotman opposing the 
program. 

“It doesn’t say anywhere 
here that it can be used to 
help businesses,” he said. “I’d 
rather fi nd another way to give 
forbearance, like an eviction 
moratorium for utilities.”

“They’re all our customers,” 
Zurn replied, “and we’re extremely 
limited as to what we can do to 
help. We would not continue this 
once the pandemic ends, but they 
are all our customers.”

Each of the members of council 
took an opportunity to thank and 
recognize Zurn as he prepares 
for retirement following 34 years 
with the city in public works and 
then the GWP. 

“I have a tie on tonight,” 
he joked, then thanked “a 
phenomenal staff and support 
from the council.”

“There won’t be a day I don’t 
think about the City of Glendale,” 
he said. “I’ve spent my entire 
adult life here. You’re going to 
see us achieving renewable clean 
energy on an hourly basis. There 
is so much of which to be proud.”

Also on a vote of four to one, 
the council voted to spend up 

to $50,000 for the purchase, 
training and maintenance to 
begin using “unmanned aerial 
aircraft devices,” or drones. 
Brotman wanted to review a 
policy statement before agreeing 
to the purchase.

The devices would be used for 
specifi c, limited law enforcement 
purposes, GPD Chief Carl 
Povilaitis explained, such as 
documenting crime or accident 
scenes, searching for suspects 
or missing persons, offering 
support during the execution of 
warrants, and in cases of disaster. 
Police staff indicated it reviewed 
best practices and experiences 
of neighboring agencies in 
determining the department’s 
needs and interests. 

“When I say we’re conducting 
constitutional policing, I mean 
it,” Povilaitis said, emphasizing 
respect for the privacy of Glendale 
residents. 

“Even though you could set 
one of them on your lap, the FAA 
[Federal Aviation Authority] 
requires a certifi ed operator 
for legitimate law enforcement 
purposes only,” a police lieutenant 
said. “Think of it as an asset 
added to our air support arsenal. 
These devices run for a maximum 
of 28 minutes and our use would 
be line-of-sight exclusively.”

Mayor Vrej Agajanian 
announced he was pulling from 
the agenda discussion about a 
potential independent municipal 
health department.

Next, the council deliberated 
over a potential “resolution 
to cease current and future 
business activities with fi rms 
associated with the governments 
of Azerbaijan and Turkey; and 
boycott of products produced in 
Azerbaijan and Turkey.”

Kassakhian recalled similar 
action in 1986. 

“I remember assemblywoman, 
now congresswoman, Maxine 
Waters proposing that the state 
divest from businesses in protest 
of apartheid in South Africa. 
Governor George Deukmejian 
changed his mind, bringing to 
mind his family history, and said, 
‘We must stand for freedom and 
stand against violations of human 
rights, wherever they occur.’”

“I hope other cities follow suit,” 
he concluded. 

Brotman proposed the 
addition of broader investment 
guidelines, known as ESG, for 
the integration of environmental, 
social and corporate governance 
considerations into the processes 
of investment management.

Finally, the council voted 
to reimpose a moratorium on 
commercial evictions for certain 
businesses.

The council will meet again on 
Jan. 12, 2021.

Find your holiday cheer at
La Crescenta Pharmacy
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818.248.5851
2764 Foothill Blvd • La Crescenta

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

“Your Greatness
is not what you have,
It’s what you GIVE.”

Anonymous

Visit our Facebook page tomorrow for

fridaysfridaysfridaysfridaysfridays
Feel Good

Visit our Facebook page tomorrow for

Feel GoodFeel GoodFeel GoodFeel GoodFeel Good

...an upbeat way to end the week!
Let us share your Feel Good videos, too!

Submissions need to be 30 seconds or less. Send
to robin@cvweekly.com and visit our Facebook page at

   Crescenta Valley Weekly or website www.cvweekly.com
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Some restaurants may have delivery or 
curbside service. Please call for specifics.

List compiled by CV Weekly and may not be complete. 
Please call your favorite restaurant for details to support them this Holiday Season.

This ad is sponsored by J’s Maids 
as a service to the community.

(818) 248-2001  |  www.JsMaids.com
Wishing you all calm and health!

Basin 141 
818 236-4810

Berolina’s Bakery 
818 249-6506

Black Cow Cafe
818 957-5282

Byblos
818 330-7168

Casa Cordoba
818 937-4445

Corsica’s Deli
818 352-7213

Crows Nest
818 353-0852

DISH
818 790-5355

El Charro
818 249-2405

Gelsinger’s
818 957-7065

Hill Street Cafe
818 952-1019

Honeybird
818 415-0489

IHOP
818 352-0460

Jeremy’s Coffee Shop
818 248-7772

John Sparr Tavern
818 957-7488

Joselito’s
818 957-1901

Los Gringos Locos
818 790-2696

Magpie’s
818 790-2348

New Moon
818 249-4393

North Shore Burgers
818 790-1672

Pepe’s
818 248-6622

Taylor’s Steakhouse
818 790-7668

The Backdoor Bakery & Cafe
818 353-2233

Montrose Town Kitchen & Grill
818 248-1881

Great

Gift 

Idea!

Los Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos LocosLos Gringos Locos
818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696818 790-2696

Gift Gift Gift 

Idea!Idea!Idea! Please support local 
restaurants by purchasing 
gift cards & certificates!

Some may have promotions, 
holiday feasts and more!

near spending all of the donated 
money. They made repeated trips 
to the store to keep on buying 
merchandise. Then they realized 
they had attracted attention. 

Other shoppers at Big Lots noticed 
the “sleigh” fi lling up and, after 
learning what the group was doing, 
offered to buy some toys to donate as 
well. The employees and manager of 
Big Lots asked to take pictures of the 
commotion. 

“You think Big Lots is this big 
corporation,” said Walker, “but they 
were so happy that we chose their 
store.” 

After a fun day of shopping for 
toys, Stafford and her crew donated 
their haul to the Inglewood NAACP. 
Their generosity, as well as the help 
and good cheer from the community, 
will provide a happier holiday for 
many children in Los Angeles this 
year. 

That is the best part for Stafford.
“Knowing that what we did 

was going to make a difference in 
someone’s life … that’s how we all 
felt as we were shopping,” she said. 
“We all knew that we were going to 
make someone happy.”

Making someone happy while 
supporting her community was 
what Krissy Harb of Spiritual 
Heart Yoga Center was intent on 
doing.

Harb has raised money every 
year, which she donates to a 
charity “close to my heart.” This 
year what caught her attention 
was the senior apartment complex 
across from her Honolulu Avenue 
yoga studio.

“I wanted to buy gift cards 
from local businesses for each 
of the residents in the Honolulu 
Manor Senior Apartments,” Harb 
said. “My godmother lived there 
for fi ve to eight years and made 
many friends there. Through her 
I had strong connections to the 
residents.”

Harb added that, especially 
during COVID-19, the residents 
feel isolated and alone.

So Harb reached out through 
social media and, within 24 hours 
and with her dad matching funds 
raised, collected $5,000. Her 
original goal of buying each resident 
a $50 gift card was surpassed and 
instead she was able to buy each 
unit – 85 in all – a $60 gift card, all 
from local businesses.

“They really need some sort 
of message that the community 
remembers them and loves them,” 
Harb said of the Honolulu Manor 
Senior Apartments residents 
and of the local mom and pop 
businesses. “This felt like the most 
impactful way to give back to the 
community.”

Marisa McCoy built an entire 
community and found it rewarding. 

Back in late April, McCoy was 
added to a Facebook page by a 
friend. It was a women-only group 
where members could give and 
receive gifts, but it was for women 
in Ventura County. McCoy wanted 
something more accessible for her 
La Crescenta address so, with the 
help and encouragement of her 
friend Jennifer Bond, she created 
a local page. Thus, the SoCal 
Sisterhood of the Traveling Spirits 
Foothill Community group was 
born. 

“I saw how great and happy the 
women were on the other page. I 
wanted that too,” said McCoy of 
starting the Foothills Sisterhood 

group. 
McCoy wanted all of her local 

friends and family to know about 
the new group, so she posted on her 
personal Facebook page, as well as 
other local group pages. Now the 
group welcomes women from Sun 
Valley, Sylmar, Sunland, Tujunga, 
Lake View Terrace, Montrose, La 
Crescenta, La Cañada, Altadena and 
Glendale, and has over 400 members. 
For the holidays, there is a Secret 
Santa exchange encompassing 75 
women. And for the rest of the year, 
the page has fi les of people’s wish 
lists so the perfect gift can be given 
at any time. Not only is this group a 
great way to boost spirits but it’s also 
safe and socially distant. 

“Personally, we call it ding-dong 
ditch,” McCoy laughed. Members are 
asked to leave gifts on doorsteps to 
maintain both a safe distance and to 
also encourage surprises. 

The page also strives to lift 
up female business owners. As a 
hairstylist for 15 years, McCoy 
said that she’s all for helping small 
businesses. During the holiday 

season, she has facilitated raffl es 
for gift certifi cates or items from the 
group’s business owners.

She has enjoyed the sisterhood 
that the page has provided, 
and hasn’t ruled out a future 
“brotherhood” page. McCoy admits 
that by only allowing women, the 
Foothills Sisterhood page is a little 
discriminatory, but added that, 
“sometimes it’s good to have all 
women help you.” 

Above all, this page and its 
community have shown McCoy how 
generous the local women can be, 
and how important receiving a gift is 
during this upsetting year. 

“So many of these women lost jobs, 
[or] feel depressed. And now they can 
get a gift,” said McCoy. “Those are 
the best posts [to see on the page].”

Any woman over the age of 21 
and living in the above-mentioned 
cities is welcome to join the group. 
Visit facebook.com and search SoCal 
Sisterhood of the Traveling Spirits 
Foothill Community to request to 
join.

The spirit of giving is not limited 

by age. Members of Crescenta Valley 
Instrumental Music and Prom Plus 
Club gathered on Friday afternoon, 
following socially distanced and 
masked guidelines, to help families 
in need through a toy and food drive. 

The two student organizations 
partnered with St. Luke’s of the 
Mountains Episcopal Church Fire 
House youth center to collect well 
over 200 toys and gift cards that were 
donated to the family “adoption” 
program operated by the Glendale 
Police Dept. and Glendale Police 
Offi cers’ Association. The GPD/
GPOA are given names of families 
in need by community organizations 
including the GPD and the Glendale 
Unifi ed School District. Names 
were also supplied by community 
members who either asked for help 
or reached out for others. 

The food collected supported 
the United Methodist Church of 
Tujunga’s Bailey Center food bank. 
The Bailey Center has experienced 
a substantial increase of those in 
need of food support as families fi nd 
themselves struggling resulting 

from COVID-19. 
Although the food and toy drive 

by the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Dept. at the Crescenta Valley Station 
was not offi cially held this year it 
still donated to the Bailey Center.

Organizers of the donation drive 
credit much of its success to the 
support of American Legion Post 
288 and Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 1614. As is their practice, these 
veterans continue to serve their 
community despite the pandemic. 

For those who would like to 
donate to GPD/GPOA contact Amy 
Tate at (818) 548-4015.

For those who would like to donate 
food to Bailey Center, non-perishable 
food items can be dropped off at 9901 
Tujunga Canyon Blvd. in Tujunga on 
Wednesdays between 8 a.m. and 11 
a.m. or at the CVW offi ce at 3800 La 
Crescenta Ave. Ste. 206 in Glendale/
La Crescenta between the offi ce 
hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. For 
more information, email mo5966@
sbcglobal.net or call CVW at (818) 
248-2740.
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Here is the list of houses/businesses participating in the Merry & Bright Tour!  
Check back next week.

VOTE FOR YOUR COMMUNITY FAVORITE!  To vote for your favorite send an email with the house’s address to 
MerryBright@cvweekly.com.  In the subject line put FAN FAVE. One vote per email address.

(Winners will be announced)
It’s not too late to add your house to our tour! Email your address to MerryBright@cvweekly.com by December 22nd.

—   t i t le  s p o n s o r   — —  t wi li gh t sponsors  ——   g o ld  s p o n s o r s   —

Here is the list of houses/businesses participating in the Merry & Bright Tour!

CV Weekly & THe Glendale area SCHoolS CrediT Union PreSenT

The Merry & Bright
 Self-Guided Holiday Light and Display 

Drive-By Tour!

T H a n k  y o U  T o  o U r  S P o n S o r S
—   g o ld  s p o n s o r s   —

6. Best In Show
(ya blew the 
judges minds)

5. Most Original
(not your usual 
everyday holiday 
decor)

7. Community Fan Favorite
(vote for your favorite house by 
sending the house’s address to 
merrybright@cvweekly.com)

1. Christmas Story Award
(traditional or nostalgic use of 
lights and decorations - Leg 
Lamp use gets extra points)

4. Charlie Brown Award
(we let the kids decorate 
this year)

3. Martha Stewart Award
(neat, color coordinated and 
picture perfect)

2. Clark Griswold Award
(excessive use of lights and 
decoration - more is ALWAYS 
better, can we see it 
from space?)

jUdGinG CaTeGorieS

House # Street   Area   Zip    Business or Special Note

1930  Foothill Blvd  La Cañada  91011    YMCA Tree Lot Cabin
2200-2400 Honolulu Ave Montrose  91020    Montrose Shopping Park
3515  Downing  Sparr Heights 91208 
3432  Buena Vista  Sparr Heights 91208 
3532  Rosemary  Sparr Heights 91208 
3601  Angelus  Sparr Heights 91208 
1410  Oak Circle  Sparr Heights 91208 
2809  Foothill Blvd  La Crescenta 91214    La Crescenta Library
2653  Orange  La Crescenta 91214 
2720  Harmony  La Crescenta 91214 
2812  Alabama  La Crescenta 91214 
3032  Alabama  La Crescenta 91214 
3036  Alabama  La Crescenta 91214 
3109  Alabama  La Crescenta 91214 
3110  Pontiac  La Crescenta 91214 
3006  Altura   La Crescenta 91214 
3021  Altura   La Crescenta 91214 
3037  Altura   La Crescenta 91214 
4012  New York  La Crescenta 91214    Snow falls every 30 min. on the hour
4422  New York  La Crescenta 91214 
3420  Mary Ann  La Crescenta 91214 
3425  Mary Ann  La Crescenta 91214 
3433  Mary Ann  La Crescenta 91214 
3437  Mary Ann  La Crescenta 91214 
3440  Mary Ann  La Crescenta 91214 
3452  Mary Ann  La Crescenta 91214 
3500  Brookhill  La Crescenta 91214 
3504  Brookhill  La Crescenta 91214 
3510  Brookhill  La Crescenta 91214 
3514  Brookhill  La Crescenta 91214 
3520  Brookhill  La Crescenta 91214 
3550  Brookhill  La Crescenta 91214 
3547  Prospect  La Crescenta 91214 
3941  Abella   La Crescenta 91214 
9241  Reid   Tujunga  91042
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Made for more thrills

You were made for more, so learn more.
AdventistHealthGlendale.org/Orthopedics

Open, Safe and Ready for you.

You were made for more. More spins. More dips. More speed. At Adventist 
Health Glendale, we’re open, safe and ready for you. Your ability to thrive 
without worrying about discomfort in your hips, shoulders and knees is 
important to us. That’s why we’ve brought together the most comprehensive 
orthopedic services with the top experts in sports medicine and the very 
latest technologies for joint replacement—to make sure you never miss a 
chance to roll.

Orthopedics at 



Mountain Avenue Elementary 
School is one of the gems of our valley. 
It’s a beautiful campus in a beautiful 
setting next to Pickens Canyon, 
with our magnificent mountains as 
a backdrop. But its transition from 
a grand private estate to an award-
winning elementary school was a 
hard-fought battle that resulted in 
an eminent domain seizure. 

Let’s go back in time to the 
beginnings of the property that 
would become Mountain Avenue 
School. As I have written before, 
early Crescenta Valley had a good 
share of wealthy landowners who 
built estates, many of them as 
weekend getaway residences while 
they conducted business in Los 
Angeles. Col. Thomas C. Thornton 
was just such a person. 

Thornton was a very prominent 
lawyer in LA, and a big deal in 
the Democratic party. He was a 
“Southern Democrat” hailing from 
South Carolina, and was dangerously 
prejudiced. For instance, in 1907 

under the newspaper headline 
“Police Watch Trains For Bad 
Negroes,” Thornton is quoted as 
having regret that the “public does 
not seem disposed to lynch” the so-
called “Negro desperadoes.”

In 1917, Thornton bought five 
acres in La Crescenta, high in the 
valley, and next to Pickens Canyon. 
He began construction of a grand 
mansion, built to replicate his 
ancestral plantation, and in 1923 
it was finished. A grand iron gate 
opened to a long straight drive 
heading up to a classic southern 
plantation-style structure with 
columns in front. Inside the entryway 
a winding staircase with mahogany 
railings rose to a big stained-glass 
window at the top, and leaded 
glass cabinets for the dishes and 
silverware were in the grand dining 
room. The second floor had eight 
rooms, some with fireplaces, and a 
third story had gabled windows. Big 
trees and landscaping completed the 
grounds along with a guesthouse.

As we know, Santa Ana winds 
were a big problem for the valley 
back then and several houses and 
buildings had actually been blown 
down during storms. Local legend 
has it that Thornton bound the house 
down with concealed steel cables 
anchored into the ground.

Thornton didn’t live here long, 
only until 1929. We don’t know why 
he left after putting so much into his 
mansion but perhaps the date is the 
clue: 1929, the year of the great stock 
market crash.

Thornton sold the property to 
Dwain and Hildegard Esper. The 
Espers were Hollywood types. Dwain 
Esper had become a millionaire as 
a developer, and switched careers 
to filmmaking. But the type of 
films he made were … how can I 
put it? … Not family-fare. Dwain 
Esper is considered the father of the 
exploitation film and, while living 
in La Crescenta, he cranked out an 
astounding array of “grind-house” 
films about sex and drugs. Some of 

his titles included “Sins of Love,” 
“Marijuana, the Weed With Roots 
in Hell,” “Sex Maniac” and “How To 
Take A Bath.” He was responsible for 
movies that have taken on cult status 
today, like “Freaks” and “Reefer 
Madness.” I will write an entire 
column about the Esper family in the 
future, as their story is dynamic to 
say the least. 

Apparently Mrs. Esper tired 
of living in the quiet Crescenta 
Valley. She arranged with a Beverly 
Hills friend, Mrs. William Bishop, 
to trade homes. So in 1944, the 
Espers moved to Beverly Hills and 
the Bishops moved to the grand 
estate on Mountain Avenue in La 
Crescenta. The wealthy Mr. and Mrs. 
Bishop loved their new home high 
in the foothills with a spectacular 
view of the Los Angeles Basin and 
Catalina Island. The childless 
Bishops welcomed neighborhood 
kids to play on their grounds and 
swim in their pool. For two decades 
they enjoyed their quiet lifestyle, 

interspersed with travel. But 
around their peaceful oasis, the post-
war population of the valley was 
booming with young families. Local 
elementary schools were packed out 
and portable classrooms filled their 
playgrounds. The Glendale school 
district was looking for new school 
sites and in 1964 it began seriously 
eyeing the Bishops’ five-acre paradise 
for a new school site. 

Next week, after an epic court 
battle the Bishops are forced to sell.
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VIEWPOINTS

Was This Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus?
On Friday, Dec. 4 in the early afternoon, my two 

friends and I drove into the handicapped space at Trader 
Joe’s in Montrose.

The line to get into TJ’s was quite long. My one friend, 
who has a health problem, walked cautiously towards 
the end of the line. I followed; I too am recovering from 
major leg surgery.

A very nice couple, who were standing in the middle of 
the line, summoned to us to stand (wait) in front of them. 

The gentleman did turn toward the waiting patrons in 
back of him and asked if this would be okay with them. 
No one objected!

What a wonderful and benevolent gesture of this 
couple – especially at this Christmas time.

If this terrific couple read this: thanks again.
God bless and Merry Christmas.

Barbara Mayhew
La Crescenta 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I’m very excited to announce 
that last week I was appointed 
by Speaker Anthony Rendon to 
serve as the Chair of the Assembly 
Transportation Committee.

I am grateful for this new 
leadership opportunity and 
understand the great responsibility 
that goes with it. 

This committee has jurisdiction 
over the California High-Speed 
Rail Authority, California Highway 
Patrol, California Transportation 
Commission, Dept. of Motor Vehicles, 
Dept. of Transportation (Caltrans), 
driver’s licenses, freight, regional 
transportation agencies, transit 
authorities, intercity rail, mobile 
sources of air pollution, fuels, rules 
of the road, state highways, local 
streets and roads, vehicles, aircraft, 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and 
vessels. The work of this committee 
has a huge impact on our state’s 
economy, our environment, housing 
and way of life.

Since being elected in 2016, 
I’ve served on this committee 
where I’ve worked on a number 
of transportation bills including 
measures to change the way we set 
speed limits, change how we invest 
in high-speed rail, prioritize transit 
and active transportation, and 
address the environmental impacts 
of the transportation sector.

I’ll admit, working on those 
measures hasn’t been easy. Now 
that I have the opportunity to serve 
as chair, the momentum has shifted 
and I plan to tackle these issues and 
more. 

We are at a pivotal moment 
when it comes to transportation. 
Transportation-related emissions 
are on the rise and are one of the 
state’s largest contributors to climate 
change. Pedestrians and cyclists 
are endangered and killed because 
of outdated street engineering and 
our prioritization of cars. We need to 
make smart, significant investments 
in mass transit to relieve congestion 
and improve mobility options. The 
world during and after this pandemic 
is going to be very different, and we 
need to be ready for that.

As most of you know, I’ve been very 
passionate about these issues over the 
years. I’ve secured millions of dollars 
to fund transportation projects in our 
district, including $20 million for the 
Glendale Narrows Riverwalk Bridge. 
I’ve enjoyed hosting conversations 
across our district about the future of 
transportation. In addition, I’ve been 
working for years to revise the 85th 
percentile rule, which determines 
how speed limits are set across the 
state, an effort that has met a lot of 
opposition in Sacramento.

This effort includes my bill 
that created a Zero Traffic 
Fatalities Task Force to review 
this methodology and other factors 
leading to traffic fatalities. The 
task force concluded and released 
its policy recommendations in 2019. 
Last week, I introduced AB 43 to 
implement their findings.   

Right here at home, we can see the 
impacts and, to be candid, sometimes 
failures, of statewide transportation 
policies. Our district is home to 

several major freeways, interstates, 
and highways including the 210, 2, 
134, 5 and 101. Yet almost no one 
in our district has convenient or 
practical access to mass transit. We 
have an amazing collection of parks 
and green spaces, wildlands nestled 
in urban centers, and yet our active 
transit corridors are disjointed. To 
travel on a bicycle between the north 
of our district, the Crescenta Valley, 
to the southern end, containing 
Griffith Park and Los Angeles, the 
journey would be confusing and often 
perilous. 

The lives of many residents of the 
43rd Assembly District are tied to 
their cars. That dependence brings 
increased emissions and dramatic 
impacts on the air we breathe. I 
believe we can do better – and be 
happier and healthier as a result.

I am also concerned about how 
we invest taxpayer dollars in 
transportation projects. I don’t 
think I need to remind too many 
La Crescenta or La Cañada 
Flintridge residents about the 
frustrating, behind-schedule and 
over-budget 210 Freeway project; 
or the disruptive, mismanaged and 
over-budget I-5 freeway expansion 
in Burbank. We need to be smarter 
about how we spend taxpayer 
money. Our transportation projects 
need to be better conceived and 
better managed. As stewards of 
public funds, we should work every 
day to ensure our investments take 
into account the holistic needs of 
our community. As Transportation 

Treasures of The Valley  » Mike lawler

News froM sacraMeNTo  » laura frieDMaN

Mountain Avenue Elementary Had Controversial Beginnings – Part 1

My New Opportunity

Mike Lawler is the former 
president of the Historical 

Society of the Crescenta Valley 
and loves local history.

Reach him at lawlerdad@yahoo.com.

YEAR END SPECIAL: 
$1,000 off community move-in fee

(move in by 01/31/21)

Newly remodeled 
restaurant style dining room

COVID-FREE throughout entire pandemic!

Wellness Team Consists of: 
LVNs, CNAs, and caregivers

Pet friendly

Call our Community Relations Director, Diana, at
818-210-1218

www.glenterraassistedliving.com
917 N. Louise st. GLeNDaLe, Ca 91207

DSS License #197609005 

Rates Starting at $3500

see FRIEDMAN on page 15



Operation Christmas Child 
Benefi ts from Local Volunteer

By Lori BODNAR, intern

Charlotte Acosta, an eighth grader at 
Holy Redeemer-St. James School, 
recently completed a service project 

with Operation Christmas Child. Operation 
Christmas Child is run by Samaritan’s Purse 
organization. The purpose of Operation 
Christmas Child is to bring boxes fi lled with 
gifts to children all over the world, while 
spreading the word of Jesus. 

“After sharing the story of the Good 
Samaritan, Jesus said ‘Go and do likewise.’ 
That is the mission of Samaritan’s Purse – 

to follow the example of Christ by helping 
those in need and proclaiming the hope of 
the Gospel,” said Julie Acosta, Charlotte’s 
mom. Operation Christmas Child runs yearly. 
National collection week was the week of Nov. 
16-22.

Charlotte started her service project the 
fi rst week of November. She made a video 
explaining the goals of the organization and 
how to pack a shoebox with donation items. She 
asked the middle school grades at St. James 
to participate (grades fi ve through eight). She 
had a drive-thru collection day at St. James 
School on Nov. 10 when she collected the fi lled 

boxes. She collected 35 boxes from the students 
at St. James and dropped the shoeboxes off 
at the drop-off location at Community Life 
Church in La Crescenta. Charlotte worked 
about 16 hours on her service project, which 
included creating the video presentation for 
the students, purchasing the supplies and 
packing four shoeboxes herself, conducting the 
donation drive-thru at school, and delivering 
the boxes to Community Life Church.

The shoeboxes were fi lled with needed items. 
Some were everyday essentials such as cups, 
bowls, soap, toothbrushes, school supplies 
(pencils and notebooks), clothing and a toy. 

“All of the items have to fi t inside the 
shoebox,” said Julie. “We packed ours pretty 
tightly. It helps to take everything out of its 
original packaging. No food, no liquids, and 
no infl ammables can be included since the 
shoeboxes are shipped all over the world.”

Charlotte said she was inspired by her 
mom’s previous volunteer work with Operation 
Christmas Child. 

“I had participated in my own donation 
drive for Christmas Child when Charlotte was 
younger and, since she is required to work 
service hours for school, we thought it would 
be a good organization for her to work with 
because the charity pertains to children,” said 
Julie.

Charlotte also participated with Operation 
Christmas Child last year by encouraging 
friends and family to donate shoeboxes fi lled 
with items.

Charlotte’s heart for helping has led her 
to other volunteer service opportunities. She 
made cat blankets for the Pasadena Humane 
Society and participated in a community clean-
up day at Descanso Gardens, spending the day 
picking up trash and cleaning benches.

“One of the reasons why we love Holy 
Redeemer-St. James School is because it is 
teaching our children to be of service and help 
others,” said Julie. “When you forget yourself 
and think of others it teaches you that the 
world is much bigger than yourself and that we 
all need to serve and help others. The middle 
school students are required to complete 
service hours each year and, by doing so, it 
teaches them to give back to their communities 
and it helps them understand the value of 
volunteerism.”
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YOUTH

• All Spaces Alarmed Individually
• Resident Manager On Site

• U-Haul Truck Rentals, Boxes, 
Packing Materials, Mailbox Rentals

• Member of Self Storage Association

4441 Cloud Avenue • La Crescenta, CA 91214
email: info@cvministorage.com

www.cvministorage.com

GATES OPEN 7 DAYS: 7 AM - 7 PM
Office Hours: 9-6 Mon - Sat / 10-3 Sun

818.957.6464818.957.6464

Angela de Moura
Independent Beauty Consultant

www.marykay.com/ademoura

323-244-7567
10051 Breidt Ave. • Tujunga, CA 91042

De-StreSS 
your skin 

anD pamper 
yourself in 

2021!
Call now for a free 
skincare or color 
consultation and 

enjoy $10 off!

Photos provided by Acosta Family
TOP: Charlotte Acosta with the many boxes she 
collected for Operation Christmas Child.
ABOVE: Charlotte arranged for a drive-thru event to 
collect boxes from the community.
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TRAVEL & LEISURE
Favorite Christmas 

Concert Held Virtually

THEN & NOW | ’34 Flood on Ocean View
 Courtesy of the Historical Society of CV

Now » Here is that same view today, looking south down Ocean View. The fl ood control 
channel, roughly following the same path as the fl oodwaters followed in 1934, crosses 
beneath Ocean View just behind where this photo is taken. It then crosses the 210 Freeway 
on its own bridge, fully enclosed in a concrete tube. La Cañada made use of one of its 
fl ood control channel bridges by fencing both sides of the top of the enclosed channel and 
creating a pedestrian bridge across the freeway.

Then » The main devastation from fl oodwaters of the 1934 New Year’s Flood came down 
Pickens Canyon and plowed through the valley roughly following Rosemont Avenue. But 
close behind in severity was the fl ow from Hall-Beckley Canyon on the west side of La 
Cañada. It cleared a diagonal path southwesterly through the valley, crossing Foothill 
Boulevard at Castle Road, and crossing Ocean View Boulevard just above Montrose 
Avenue. This is the view looking down Ocean View, approximately where the 210 Freeway 
crosses under today. The road is being cleared of mud and rocks by hand. Note the line of 
cars extending down Ocean View. Restricting traffi c into the valley was a problem. As with 
any disaster, sightseers from Los Angeles came in droves, and the threat of looting was a 
constant worry for residents and law enforcement.

What’s Cooking
Your Local guide

to good food!

December
17th

Specials!

Support this paper!
Visit our advertisers!

The Glendale City Church 
has, for decades, provided an 
outstanding Christmas concert 
enjoyed by the entire community. 
This year’s concert will be no 
different, except it will be virtual. 
The concert will premiere 
on the church’s YouTube 
channel (www.YouTube.com/c/
GlendaleCityChurch) at 7:30 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 18. The 
concert will include singers 
from the Glendale City Church 
Sanctuary Choir, Donald 
Brinegar Singers with JPL 
Singers, Temple City United 
Methodist Church Choir, Vallejo 
Drive Adventist Church Choir 
and the Glendale Academy 
Band and Chorale.  Dr. Clarissa 
Shan is choral director at 

Glendale City and the executive 
producer of the virtual concert. 
Kemp Smeal is accompanist on 
the organ and piano. Lyndon 
Johnston Taylor, principal 
second violin with the LA Phil, 
is guest soloist.  

The combined choirs will sing 

“Brightest and Best” by Shawn 
Kirchner, “Silent Night” by Dan 
Forrest and two Christmas 
carols that viewers will be 
invited to sing along. Each of 
the participating choirs will sing 
one or two pieces in addition to 
the combined choir numbers.   

A taste of 

Spain in Montrose.

Take out 
Menu is available 

On-line at casacordoba.com. 
For reservations, call 818-937-4445 

2331 Honolulu Ave, Suite C 

Our Wine Shop is Open! 

Gift baskets available with 

Spanish wine & chocolates etc.

GOURMET a go go 
Fresh Food Fast

Voted Finest Caterer 2019
Gourmet a go go 

YMCA Cafe
1930 Foothill Blvd. #A 
La Cañada Flintridge

818 331-2002
Gourmetagogoonline.com

Let Gourmet a 
go go Cater Your 

Next Party or 
Event!Event!Event!

2018
WeeklyCV

2018
WeeklyCV

Oceanview Bar &
GrillOceanview

I want to thank 
everyone in the community for their 

ongoing support and assure everyone that 
as soon as we can open for dining we will.  
Keeping our community safe, healthy and 

alive is the most important thing.
We will get through this.

Happy Holidays!

3826 Ocean View Blvd. 
818 248-2722  |  DineOV.com

2272 Honolulu Ave., Montrose
(818) 248-6622 • pepesmontrose.com

2272 Honolulu Ave., Montrose
(818) 248-6622 • pepesmontrose.com

We deliver!

We are
OPEN 
for pick ups 

and 
deliveries!

11 am to 9 pm
UberEats • DoorDash 
Postmates • Grub Hub
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Farewell to the Prince of Honolulu

BETWEEN FRIENDS

This man’s best friend passed 
away last week at the age 
of 13. Jack (named Jacques 

when he was rescued) was a virtual 
Montrose ambassador, spending 
more of his waking hours there 
than anywhere else. When he was 
a puppy, kids called him the polar 
bear of Montrose. As he matured, 
adults started calling him the Prince 
of Honolulu. People called him all 
different things: Cloud, Cotton 
Candy, Q-tip, Traveler, a horse, and 
so on. He was all those, but mostly he 
was a magnifi cent companion to my 
wife and me.

Jack was born in south LA, one 
of 11 puppies in an “accidental” 
backyard breeding of two show dogs. 
The breeder sold seven of them but 
decided the two largest and two 
smallest were not of show dog quality 
so she turned them in to the local 
animal shelter, a kill facility that 

would have put down these puppies 
if no one adopted them within a few 
days. Fortunately, Alyce Russell from 
Glendale Humane Society found 
them fi rst and took them to Glendale, 
housing them in the front window of 
Andersen’s Pet Shop in Montrose to 
keep them safe. 

The puppies lived there for almost 
eight weeks, starting in December 
2007. That’s where we saw them 
and fell in love with … Toulouse, the 
smallest of the four. Jacques was the 
largest of the four and standoffi sh 
and had zero interest in me. While 
the other three would form an 
adorable puppy pile, Jacques would 
lay away from them. Two local high 
school girls took them for walks in 
Montrose while the puppies grew old 
enough to get their shots and fi nally 
be adopted.

We were still mourning the loss of 
our previous dog and weren’t sure we 

were ready to take on a puppy, but 
our college-aged daughter convinced 
us we were ready. We put our name 
on the adoption list, with my heart 
set on Toulouse. But Jacques got one 
look at our daughter and latched on 
to her, cuddling and licking her. He 
didn’t like me, though. Alyce carefully 
matched the dogs to the families on 
the adoption list and, for reasons 
I’ll never understand (but for which 
I am oh so grateful), she picked us. 
And she picked Jacques for us, not 
Toulouse. Our daughter was thrilled; 
I wasn’t so sure.

Alyce included two private 
training sessions with Paul Owens as 
part of the adoption. (You’ve probably 
seen Paul in the Andersen’s parking 
lot training dog owners.) Jacques 
growled and barked at me when we 
took him home. He only wanted to be 
around my wife and daughter. Paul 
told me that I needed to play games 
with him, to let him chase me. After 
just a few chases, Jacques thought I 
must be okay. And we slowly became 
best friends. Even though my wife 
and I both speak a little French, 
we felt uncomfortable calling him 
Jacques, so we switched his name 
to Jack - much to the chagrin of my 
nephew Jack.

We walked Jack in Montrose twice 
a day, and he became a fi xture there. 
Everyone seemed to know him even 
if they didn’t know us. Since his 
parents were both show dogs, he was 
gorgeous – but too big to be a show 
dog. (And he never lost his all baby 
teeth, which would have disqualifi ed 
him, but this gave him a great, 
unique smile.) When we brought him 
home, we had no idea he would grow 
so tall, taller than me when he stood 
on his hind legs. He had long legs and 
a barrel chest, and, like most poodles, 
he pranced most of the time rather 
than just walk. And being all white 
with that fl uffy fur, he attracted 
attention everywhere he went. If 
friends joined us on a walk, they 
couldn’t believe how many times we 
were stopped by people who wanted 

to pet him or take his photo. My wife 
called him “Brad Pitt on a leash.”

Jack was not a lap dog by any 
means, nor did he like it if we tried to 
cuddle with him. Only our daughter 
could do that. But he showed serious 
affection during walks. He would lean 
his large head into a thigh and rub 
it around. He was tall enough that 
we could rub his head then without 
having to bend over. He seemed to be 
aware of giving equal head rubbing 
time to both my wife and me.

Jack had his favorite Montrose 
stores. He loved Once Upon a Time 
even though he was afraid of Pippi, 
the store cat, who would jump out 
at him from hiding places and box 
his ears before hiding again. And he 
loved making treat “withdrawals” 
at Chase bank. He loved Twigs and 
Things and Mountain Rose … so 
many interesting things to smell. He 
loved the women at Merle Norman. 
He loved Jeannie and Chris at Casa 
Córdoba. But his favorite thing to 
do in Montrose was join us for tea 
at Coffee Bean or Starbucks. He 
thought the water from these two 
places was far better than the water 
in his bowl at home. And he loved 
watching the human and dog parade 
that walked by, especially during the 
Harvest Market on Sundays.

A few years ago, Holiday Hats 

and Gowns had some amazing 
animal head masks in the window 
for Halloween. One was a white 
poodle, which my wife insisted on 
buying. For Halloween, she dressed 
all in white wore this mask and took 
Jack to the Montrose Halloween 
festivities. Everyone loved it. And 
in the Montrose Christmas Parade 
that year, we walked with the CV 
Dog Park group, this time with me 
wearing the mask and Jack putting 
up with my barking and pretending 
to look like him. Since then, total 
strangers have come up to us and 
told us how much they enjoyed that.

When the pandemic closed much 
of Montrose this year, Jack noticed. 
No more breaks at the coffee shops. 
People weren’t petting him as usual 
because they were afraid of spreading 
COVID. This clearly bothered him 
and, of course, he couldn’t understand 
what was happening. When things 
reopened, his spirits picked up. He 
was getting pet again. And while 
Coffee Bean never reopened their 
outside seating, we were at least able 
to sit at the corner table at Starbucks 
a few times, and he was so happy 
lying there, waiting for people and 
dogs to say hello.

When we adopted Jack, we were 
told to expect a lifespan of 11-12 
years. But we would meet people 

» PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE

Questions About Today’s Real Estate?
Ask Phyllis!
Lot Line Confusion
Dear Phyllis,
I am the trustee of my father’s 

estate. This home has been in 
our family since it was built in 
the 1940’s. Many years ago, the 
double lot was subdivided, and 
my uncle given the vacant lot.  My 
father’s home needs updating but 
we decided to sell it as is. I listed 
it with a real estate agent from 
my church. Since the home has 
been on the market, my uncle is 
scaring potential buyers.  First, 
his home and yard are eyesores, 
which doesn’t help. But to make 
matters worse, he is talking with 

buyers and telling them where 
the lot line is located. And I think 
he is wrong as to the location.  
Many of the lookers are thinking 
of adding on or at minimum an 
extensive remodel.  As a Realtor® 
with years of experience have you 
come across this before?  How do 
you think we should handle this?  

Trustee

Dear Trustee,
I am sorry that your uncle 

is complicating things for you. 
In the past I have had similar 
situations with neighbors and lot 

lines. Without a copy of the survey 
it’s doubtful your uncle knows for 
certain where the boundaries are. 
A survey should have been done 
when the lot was subdivided and 
that at least would clear up the 
lot line confusion.  Try checking 
with the city to learn if you can get 
a copy. Typically, when a survey 
is completed, the surveyor will 
hammer round iron pins in the 
ground to mark boundaries, these 
are permanent.  If you are unable 
to obtain a copy of the survey, look 
in the street near the curb for the 
pins.  

If you can’t find the survey 
or the pins, ask your Realtor® 
to obtain a copy of the plat map 
from the title company.  This will 
note the lot lines and provide the 
width. Have you tried talking 
with your Uncle?  Try explaining 
that a higher sale price for your 
father’s home, increases the value 
of his. Advise him that he may be 
intimidating potential buyers and 
by doing so he may end up with 
a neighbor he cannot intimidate. 
I wish you a successful sale and 
closing. .

Questions about Today’s Real Estate?  Ask Phyllis!
818.790.7325   phyllis@realtorharb.com
Keep up-to-date with local real estate trends at:

LAreBlog.com | facebook.com/HarbandCo | instagram.com/realtorharb

Phyllis Harb (DRE# 008487500) is a Realtor® with Coldwell Banker Hallmark Realty

(818) 432-8680   www.catalinapaintstore.com

Freshen Up for the 
Holidays!

2770 Foothill Blvd.
Corner of Foothill & La Crescenta

who had had standard poodles that 
lived to 15 and 16 so we hoped Jack 
would be one of them. We were so 
grateful when he got to 12 with little 
change but, by the time he got to 13 
in October, we saw him slow down. 
He started to have trouble walking 
on our hardwood fl oors, slipping on 
them when he tried to move quickly. 
Toe grips helped, but then he started 
having trouble getting in or out of 
the car; I would have to lift him. And 
in the last few weeks, he would cut 
his walk short. He would just stop 
walking and wait for me to fi gure out 
he wanted to go home.

He seemed to know the end was 
near in the last two weeks. He would 
stop in front of his favorite places 
in Montrose and insist we take him 
inside for a pet. We thought this was 
quirky and charming and related 
to the new pandemic closings, but 
when he collapsed last Tuesday, 
we wondered if maybe he had been 
trying to say good-bye.

I know we gave Jack a good life, 
but he gave us an even better one. 
And we will miss you, buddy, the 
Prince of Honolulu.

Robert Newcombe
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CV Weekly loves to 
hear about your 

pets!

Send a pic and 
small cap to

steve@cvweekly.
com,

to share your 
lovable pets with
the community!

PET 
OF THE 
WEEK

� ARIES March 21 - April 19
It can be difficult to try to maintain 
balance when everyone else seems to 
be losing theirs. You may have trouble 
staying on an even keel where your health 
routines are concerned. One day you feel 
enthusiastic and the next blasé. This is 
where willpower comes in. Aim lower 
but be consistent. It will be much easier.

� TAURUS April 20 - May 20
At last you may get some clarity on 
why you’ve felt at odds with your body. 
You may have to retrace your steps. 
Think about what you’ve been eating 
and consider any changes you’ve made 
to your daily routine. If you’ve been 
experimenting with your diet, you’ll now 
know more about what you can and can’t 
cope with. Experimenting is good.

� GEMINI May 21 - June 20
It’s time to embrace your love of sports 
again. You have a two-week window of 
opportunity to rediscover any activity you 
used to love. If you like to compete, enjoy 
yourself and aim to win. You may even 
find a new romance while you’re at it.

 CANCER June 21 - July 22
Explore new possibilities on the road 
to great health. Start at home by seeing 
how you can improve your kitchen’s 
efficiency. This might be a good time 
to reorient yourself with the help of a 
nutrition guide. Clear out foods that are 
high in sodium, fat, and sugar. Restock 
with fresh, whole foods that are good 
for you.

 � LEO July 23 - August 22
Aspects are encouraging you to focus 
on any aspect of your health that might 
be causing you problems. This is also 
an ideal time to take a class about any 
aspect of health and healing that intrigues 
you. You could end up working in one of 
these fields. Even if you don’t, you’ll learn 
something new.

� VIRGO August 23 - Sept. 22
Do you include health and fitness 
activities in your budget or do you 
sometimes splurge on frivolous luxuries? 
A healthy body is very important. It’s 
worth the time and money to join a gym 
or get some exercise equipment. Have 
clear goals and then figure out what you 
can realistically afford.

�  LIBRA Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
This period may be critical as far 
as your health is concerned. You’ve 
experienced progress and reversals for 
some time now. Aspects may indicate 
the reappearance of some symptoms, 
or you might find information that can 
help you resolve the matter. Don’t delay. 
Make whatever changes are necessary.

� SCORPIO Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Take a look at your thoughts about your 
health. Do you continually imagine 
yourself as out of shape, unhealthy, 
or lacking in the stamina necessary to 
get where you want to be? It’s time to 
reverse this trend and visualize yourself 
with enough willpower to get into shape. 
You can do it. You simply need to believe 
you can. Start now and soon you’ll be a 
lot fitter and happier.

� SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
What makes you tick in terms of your 
well-being? The coming period may 
bring an event or perhaps a set of 
symptoms that cause you to question 
the way you look after yourself. If you 
can do it better, then do it better. You’ll 
feel more energetic!

� CAPRICORN Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
Don’t put too much pressure on yourself 
to get into shape. Your ambition is 
commendable, but you may be pushing 
yourself too hard. If you burn out in the 
first week or so of your program, you 
won’t continue. Create achievable goals 
that bring you a sense of satisfaction. 
Listen to your heart and treat yourself 
with tenderness.

� AQUARIUS Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
An on/off health issue could challenge 
your belief in yourself. The root of this 
might be your idea about how healthy 
you can be and how capable you are at 
dealing with stress in your life. Believe 
that you can bring about dynamic 
change and you will. All it takes is the 
determination to think in a new way. Do 
it for your health’s sake.

� PISCES Feb. 19 - March 20
 It’s time to take seriously the idea of 
transformation. Your health and well-
being depend on constant change at all 
levels, a continuous renewal. You can 
aid this process by shedding excesses 
of all kinds. Think about the obvious one 
- weight. Also think about excess worry, 
nitpicking, and distrust. Give yourself and 
your body a break and have faith.

(All letters must be 250 words or less) Send CV 
WEEKLY your thoughts and comments on any of 
our articles or happenings in our community and 

we’ll share them with the rest of our readers!
Mail letters to: Crescenta Valley Weekly;

3800 La Crescenta Ave. #206, La Crescenta,
CA 91214 or via email at robin@cvweekly.com.

LETTERS
WANTED!

 by John Deering and John Newcombe
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Is your breathIng aIr purIfIed?

Proudly Serving our community for 39 years

818.790.8000
LIC# 536450  •  ALL mAjor CredIt CArdS ACCePted

Proudly Serving our community for 39 years

818.790.8000
redIt CArdS ACCePted

Call us and make an appointment
to have your system serviced!

Your Health could become 
compromised with the dust 
mites and bacteria growing 
in your ductwork.  We can 
eliminate the pollution found 
in each system.

emergency servIce 
avaIlable

Call us 818 790-8000 or 
Email: lcac@lacanadaair.com
Web site: www.lacanadaair.com

$100 OFF 
Our AnnuAl 

SyStem 
CleAning!

Have your equipment and 
ductwork cleaned and 

sanitized regularly to avoid 
illness in your home.
Offer expires 12/31/2020

Only one discount per customer

La Cañada
Air Conditioning & Heating
www.lacanadaair.com

’Twas weeks before Christmas and all through 
the town, 
People wore masks that covered their frown. 
The frown had begun way back in the spring, 
When a global pandemic changed everything. 
They called it corona but unlike the beer, 
It didn’t bring good times, it didn’t bring 
cheer. 
Airplanes were grounded, travel was 
banned. 
Borders were closed across air, sea 
and land. 
As the world entered lockdown to 
flatten the curve, 
The economy halted and folks lost 
their nerve. 
From March to July we rode the first wave.
People stayed home, they tried to behave. 
When summer emerged the lockdown was 
lifted. 
But away from caution, many folks drifted. 

Now it’s December and cases are spiking.
Wave Two has arrived, much to our disliking. 
It’s true that this year has had sadness a plenty.
We’ll never forget the year 2020. 

And just ’round the corner the holiday season.
But why be merry? Is there even one reason 

To decorate the house and put up the tree?
Who will see it, no one but me. 

But outside my window the snow 
gently falls.
And I think to myself, Let’s deck the 

halls! 
So, I gather the ribbon, the garland 
and bows.
As I play those old carols, my 

happiness grows. 
Christmas is not canceled and neither is hope. 
If we lean on each other, I know we will cope. 

Merry Christmas!
Author Unknown

HOLIDAY CHEER
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CLASSIFIEDS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

chair, I will now be in a position to impact 
these projects, and to fi ght for a better future 
for mobility in our region.

As chair, I will work to infl uence the 
committee’s efforts away from our focus on 
freeway and road expansions and towards 
forward-thinking policies such as investing 
in mass transit, bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure, zero-emission vehicles, road 

safety and sustainability. I will focus on policies 
that consider the needs of all Californians, 
and work for more equitable access to mobility 
while fi ghting to get our transportation sector 
on the right track with key climate targets.

It is an exciting new adventure and an 
opportunity to continue the work we have done 
over the years in a new space. I look forward 
to getting right to work and collaborating 

with you to help make our state safer, more 
sustainable, and equitable for all Californians.

What do you think about our transportation 
needs in our district? Do you have any 
suggestions, including legislative ideas? As 
always, please reach out to me with any 
comments, questions or concerns through 
my District Offi ce at (818) 558-3043 or 
Assemblymember.Friedman@Assembly.

ca.gov.
Laura Friedman represents Burbank, 

Glendale, La Cañada Flintridge, La Crescenta, 
Montrose, and the Los Angeles neighborhoods 
of Atwater Village, East Hollywood, Franklin 
Hills, Hollywood Hills, Los Feliz, and Silver 
Lake.

FRIEDMAN from page 10

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE!  Call today @ (818) 248-2740

NOTICE OF NAME CHANGE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME: 
BRANDON RANDALL LODER. Case number 20GDCP00389. 
Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles 600 East 
Broadway Glendale, CA 91206 North Central Division. To all 
interested persons: 1. Petitioner BRANDON RANDALL LODER 
fi led a petition with this court for a decree changing names as 
follows: a. Present Name: BRANDON RANDALL LODER to 
Proposed Name: BRANDON RANDALL BORDEN. THE COURT 
ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter appear 
before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for name should not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the name changes described above must 
fi le a written objection that includes the reasons for objection 
at least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no written objection is timely 
fi led, the court may grant the petition without a hearing.  NOTICE 
OF HEARING a. Date: JANUARY 27, 2021 Time: 8:30AM Dept.: 
D b. The address of the court is same as noted above.  A copy 
of this Order to Show Cause shall be published at least once a 
week for four successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing 
on the petition in the following newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: Published Crescenta Valley Weekly 
November 26, December 3, 10, 17, 2020.

LEGALS

CV WEEKLY IS ONLINE!
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Want The Latest
Community

News?
Sign up for our

CV Weekly E-Blast
Email info@cvweekly.com to

receive an e-mail with the
latest community news.

YOU CALL WE HAUL!
BEST HAULING!

Yard / Garage clean out! 
Also off ering pressure 
washing services, hot tub & 
large appliance removal. 
Call Mario (818) 426-3949.
WHEN NATURE CALLS

GET FALL FRESH!
Complete lawn & garden services.
• Mowing  
• Edging 
• Weed control  
• Hedge shaping 
• Stump removal  
• Roto-tilling 
• Hillside clearing 
• Free estimates Contact 
   Mr. Duarte: (818) 395-0103.
GENERAL CLEAN-UP 

AND HAULING
We do garage clean-ups, 
appliance removal, trash 
removal. We haul away dirt, 
construction waste, yard waste. 
We sort and take it to a certifi ed 
waste management facility 
to dispose of, recycle center 
or donation stores. 
Free estimates contact 
Mr. Duarte (818) 395-0103.

HOME/GARDEN

LA CRESCENTA 
HOUSE FOR RENT

3 bedroom/1 ¾ bath/1400 sq ft 
house available, north of Foothill 
Blvd. Restored 1960s style. New 
A/C. Pet friendly fenced yard. 
Call for more info (818) 744-7252.
2-STORY COMMERCIAL 

SPACE AVAILABLE!
Great La Cañada location.  
Carpeted thru out.  Perfect 
for boutique business or 
entrepreneur. 1760 sq. ft. 
Call (818) 521-3726.

FOR RENT

UPSCALE SALON 
HIRING

Established La Canada salon has 
stations for rent for stylists. $275 
rent per week. Great location & 
parking. Call (818) 790-4480 for 
more information.

EMPLOYMENT
LOOKING FOR 

ROOM TO RENT
Widow looking for a room. 
10 Yr. Exp. in caregiving, 
currently employed w/Warner 
Bros. Will do caregiving & light 
house work, for reduced rent. 
Call or text (818)-635-4998 or 
email mstinves@gmail.com

SR. GENTLEMEN 
SEEKS ROOM 

Quiet, responsible tenant, 
Ref. available. Can help 
w/errands, chores etc. in 
household. Call Donald for 
more info (818) 445-6180.

LIONEL TRAINS
Cash paid for your trains and 
toys. Also buy American 
Flyer and LGB. Call 
 (626) 447-3775.

WANTED DEAD 
OR ALIVE

Washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
ranges. Pay top dollar. 
(818) 248-1344.

NEEDED/WANTED

CALL TODAY! 
(818) 248-2740

DBA’S

PROBATE NOTICES

NOTICE OF INTENT

CIVIL COURT NOTICES

NAME CHANGES

PUBLIC SALES/AUCTIONS

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

CIVIL SUMMONS

ESTATE ADMINISTRATORS

ESTATE SALES

CRESCENTA 

VALLEY WEEKLY 

IS READY 

FOR YOUR LEGAL 

NOTICES!

APPLIANCES FOR SALE!
Kenmore washer & gas dryer 
in excellent condition $275 for 
both.  Frost free refrigerator, 
white, works great, $150. 
Please call (818) 568-9788.

FOR SALE

BoB Hunter’s 
Plumbing & Heating

818-249-8458

License #514974

Large or small Jobs Welcome!
Live and work in La Crescenta!

Locally owned and operated

Service • Repair 
Free Estimates

Diagnose & Restoration • Local Business over 27 years

NEw CuStomER SpECial: 
3rd Month FREE

(818) 248-1320
http://www.professionalpoolandspa.net

CA License # C53-538352

• POOL/SPA SERVICE • • PRINTING/GRAPHICS •• HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •

FALL SPECIAL
Call us to have your system serviced!

www.lacanadaair.com
818.790.8000

License #536450 • Master Card and Visa Accepted

Highly Skilled

HANDYMANHANDYMAN

Hartmann Construction
818-823-7187Fred Lic. #1027189

Expert Repairs
Expert Plumbing
Very Neat & Clean

All Phases of CARPENTRY, 
ELECTRICAL, MASONRY

32 Years Experience

Specialist in 
Difficult Work! 

Pinecrest 
Roofing

“Top QualiTy Work”
Serving The Foothills

818-957-5238
FREE Estimates

•  Composition Roofs
•  Tile Roofs
•  Flat Roofs
•  Repairs
•  Gutters
•  Skylights LIC. #564628   

(818) 304-5411
email:  yoonhc0427@yahoo.com

www.hypainting.com

HYHouse 
Painting

   Residential
   Commercial
   Exterior
   Interior

Free 

estimates

Lic. #983760 Insured

Maids.comMaids.com

We Clean
Homes

One Time • Weekly • Monthly Service

Call for a free estimate!
818.248.2001

Signs & Banners
T-Shirt Printing 

& Embroidery
2435 A Honolulu Ave. Unit A

Montrose CA 91020

Call Us!  1800-390-0006
or  818- 249-8637

customtshirtsandsigns.com

 • HANDYMAN SERVICES • • HOME HELP •

 • HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •                                       • HOME REPAIRS & SERVICES •

Automotive Services
Family owned business serving 

the community for 47 years.

Complete auto repair 
with ASE certified 

technicians

818 790-1228  459 Foothill Blvd

• AUTOMOBILES •

WANTED!
YOUR BUSINESS

2X2 SERVICE
DIRECTORY
AD HERE!
Call TODAY @ 

(818) 248-2740

Bonners Party &
Equipment Rentals

Serving the Foothill Community Since 1939

2914 Foothill Blvd.
La Crescenta

(818) 951-9117
www.bonnerspartyrentals.com

Chairs • Tables • Linens
Tents • String Lights • Heaters

Concession Machines

• EVENT/PARTY RENTALS •

Licensed contractor 
available to do drywall 

(our specialty), painting, 
carpentry, decks, plumbing, 
repairs, maintenance, basic 

electrical, windows and 
doors, and more!  

Licensed GeneraL contractor

call stephen Boykin at the 
Honey-Do Handyman

818-741-7255
www.TheHoney-DoHandyman.com     

contractors lic #1039217

• LEGAL/NOTARY •

M   bile N   tary!  
We come to most any location. Save 

time by doing your signings at work during 
lunch,  or home or even Starbucks after 
work and weekends!  Trusts, Adoptions, 
Powers of Attorney, Contracts and Close-
outs, Health Care Directives, Refinance, 

weddings officiated by ordained 
minister, and more.  

Visit our website at
www.competentnotary.com  

Mon-Sun 8:30 am – 7:30 pm 
818-620-0103

BonDeD AnD inSuReD

M   bile N   tary!M   bile N   tary!M   bile N   tary!



Expert ER Care
Short Wait
Our top-ranked doctors and nationally-recognized emergency nursing staff deliver world-class 
care for you and your loved ones.

When you come in to see us, you’ll receive the care you need in a safe, clean and open 
environment.  Following the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines, we 
require temperature checks and virus testing as well as sanitized exam and waiting rooms, 
open spaces for physical distancing and proper protective equipment for staff and patients.

See What Sets Us Apart
USCVHH.org/er

© 2020 Keck Medicine of USC
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Real estate
seRvices

(818) 378-5440 

2707 Foothill Blvd, La Crescenta
DuttonRealEstate@yahoo.com

DuttonRealEstate.orgEach Office Independently Owned and Operated.  Realtor DRE #02087435

From Paul Dutton, 
Your local la crescenta agent

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!


