
By Jason KUROSU

One year after a memorial wall 
was erected in Two Strike Park to 
honor fallen veterans, the VFW and 
American Legion held a vigil and 
ceremony on Veterans’ Day, paying 
tribute to veterans nationwide and 
within the foothills.

Vietnam veteran Mike Baldwin, 
who is a member of both the 
VFW and American Legion, led the 
proceedings. 

“Veterans’ Day is for all veterans, 
regardless of when, where or what 
your service was, whether it was 
during wartime or peacetime,” 
said Baldwin. “They served their 
country and they should be proud.” 

This point was exemplified by 
the salute to the five branches 
of service, which was presented 
by the Crescenta Valley Air Force 
ROTC led by Lt. Col. Dave Worley. 
The flags of the five branches 
were presented one by one, with 
members of each branch standing 
and saluting as their respective 
service song was played.      

But remembrances for veterans 
were not limited to their service 
in wartime, but also the hardships 
they faced upon returning home. 

American Legion Post 288 

Commander and Vietnam veteran 
Lynn McGinnis described how 
the VFW and American Legion 
work nationally and locally to aid 
veterans, whether to help secure 
claims and/or benefits from the 
Dept. of Veterans Affairs or help 
numerous homeless veterans get 
the food and shelter they need.  

Assemblymember Mike Gatto 
also spoke on veterans’ issues, 
particularly veterans having to pay 
higher tuition to attend California 
schools, and military spouses not 
being able to secure work in the 
state. 

Gatto echoed other speakers who 
referenced a lack of appreciation 
for those who served with a quote 
from former Prime Minister George 
Canning, “When our perils are 
past, shall our gratitude sleep?”

“It’s fascinating to think that 
England was wrestling with this 
in 1807, as we’re wrestling with it 
now,” said Gatto.  

 “On Veterans’ Day, it’s a good 
time to step back and see how 
far we’ve come from the days 
of Vietnam when a lot of our 
returning service members were 
treated with nothing but derision,” 
said Congressman Adam Schiff, 
who spoke on homelessness and 

unemployment among veterans. 
“But it’s also time to take stock of 
how far we have to go.”

The event concluded with an 

interactive flag retirement 
ceremony, in which members of the 
audience were given red, white and 

By Mary O’KEEFE

The Community Foundation 
of the Verdugos is expanding 
its outreach to a broader 
community by joining with 
Glendale and Burbank police 
departments as part of the 
“Glendale-Burbank DNA 
Justice Project.”

The CFV board wanted the 
foundation to do more impactful 
projects in the community, said 
Edna Karinski, chief executive 
officer of CFV. 

For years CFV has assisted 
nonprofit organizations in 
the community with grants 
and helped thousands of 
students through managing 
scholarships. Its support of the 
community is well known and 
the board now wants to share 

expand that support through 
larger projects.

The board decided on 
supporting the police 
departments’ DNA lab project 
after conducting surveys and 
researching issues for a year. 
The lab is in Glendale and was 
opened in the spring of 2012.

“We found the lab wasn’t 
quite at the point of being self 
sustaining,” Karinski said. 

The DNA lab is actually 
named the Verdugo Regional 
Crime Laboratory and is a 
collaboration of the Glendale, 
Burbank and Pasadena police 
departments. The GPD began 
working with Congressman 
Adam Schiff who was able to 
secure $1.5 million in federal 
funding. The lab not only helps 
the local police departments 

but also the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives and the 
National Integrated Ballistics 
Information Network. 

But because the regional 
DNA analysis labs are 
overwhelmed, Burbank and 
Glendale police departments 
wanted to find a way for 
processing DNA evidence more 
quickly. 

The CFV goal is to raise 
$250,000 by March 2015. 

“This is the first time we 
have taken on an initiative 
and it won’t be the last time,” 
Karinski said. 

For more information 
on the project or to donate, 
visit cfverdugos.org, email 
info@cfverdugos.org or call  
(818) 241-8040. 

By Mary O’KEEFE

The results of the Crescenta 
Valley Town Council are in. 
Six candidates were vying 
for three seats with a three-
year term and three alternate 
seats with a one-year term.

The three elected to CVTC 
to a three-year term were: 
Desiree Rabinov, Leslie 
Dickson and Mariam Barnes.

The three elected for 
alternate seats were serving 
one-year terms are Lisa 
Griffin, Kevin Kang and 
Charles Beatty.

Voting took place on Nov. 8 
at La Crescenta library. 

The newly elected 
councilmembers will be sworn 
in at the Dec. 18 CVTC 
meeting at the La Crescenta 
library community room 
beginning at 7 p.m. 

The CV Youth Town Council 
meets at 6 p.m. just prior to 
the CVTC general meeting. 

CVTC is an elected body 
that works with residents 
on issues concerning the 
unincorporated area of 
Los Angeles County in La 
Crescenta. 
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CFV Helps Cities With DNA Lab

CRESCENTA   VALLEY

Throughout the Crescenta Valley, vets are remembered for their 
service to their country.

Weekly

                 File photo
The Verdugo Regional Crime Laboratory at the Glendale Police Dept. opened in 2012. The 
Community Foundation of the Verdugos will raise funds to help support the lab. 

see TWO STRIKE on page 6

Photo by Jason KUROSU 
A couple make their way along walkway of Hometown Heroes erected for Veterans’    
Day at Two Strike Park.        
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Creative Times for 
Nonprofits

from the desk of the publisher 

Though the economy is on the 
rebound, nonprofit organizations 
are still feeling a financial pinch. 
While this is stressful, it also al-
lows the organizations to rethink 
their goals and perhaps stretch 
their creative muscles.

On Monday afternoon, CV 
Weekly hosted coffee and conver-
sation with Assemblymember 
Mike Gatto at Montrose Bakery. 
We were delighted to pack Henry’s 
café with over 40 constituents of 
the assemblymember. They all 
came to either present problems 
or ideas and to listen to Assem-
blymember Gatto’s thoughts and 
plans. 

One of the attendees was a 
member of the La Crescenta 
Woman’s Club. The club recently 
celebrated its 100th anniversary 
of serving the community. But 
after years of raising money that 
they give to others – mainly in the 
form of scholarships to local stu-
dents – the members now need to 
look inward to raise money for the 
ailing clubhouse. 

The clubhouse, located in 
the 4000 block of La Crescenta 
Avenue, is a fixture in the com-
munity. Built with local stones in 
1925, the building hasn’t changed 
much over the years (to see a 
photo of what it looked like back 
in 1925 check out the CV Weekly 
annual Discover magazine. Also 
take a look at all the information 
the Historical Society of the Cres-
centa Valley offers). The clubhouse 
has weathered storms, droughts, 
earthquakes and floods, and 

now needs the community’s help 
(mainly in the form of dollars) to 
bring the building back to the 
standards of the LCWC. Assem-
blymember Gatto told the LCWC 
member to contact his office to get 
information on several sources of 
financial assistance.

But the ladies are not just sit-
ting idly by. They recently held a 
casino night at the clubhouse that 
brought in some bucks and some 
new faces. On Dec. 6, the LCWC 
junior section is having its popular 
Breakfast with Santa event. Tick-
ets are $10. Email lcwcjuniors@
gmail.com for more information. 
CV Weekly will also continue to 
keep our readers apprised of news 
going on with the LCWC and how 
they can help this organization 
while having fun. 

Also during Monday’s meeting, 
Prom Plus received a donation of 
$1,000 from Assemblymember 
Gatto. He explained that though 
politicians don’t generally have the 
funds available to make financial 
contributions to nonprofits, some-
times constituents will ask for 
direction in donating to a good 
cause. Thankfully, he thought of 
Prom Plus. 

Prom Plus is the after prom 
event held for CV High School se-
niors and their guests at the Cres-
centa-Cañada YMCA. The event 
costs about $25,000 per year to 
pull together and offers attendees 
a wide variety of activities. These 
include a mechanical bull, gyro-
scope, climbing wall, bungee run, 
casino games and laser tag. Food 

is prepared all night long, much of 
it donated, and students can have 
their portrait drawn by a carica-
turist, or get a balloon creation to 
take home. Prizes are drawn at 
the end of the event – about 4:30 
in the morning – before the kids 
leave exhausted but with memo-
ries that will last a lifetime. As-
semblymember Gatto’s donation 
will help offset those costs.

Like all nonprofits, Prom Plus 
has had to refine its fundraising 
over the years. On Saturday, the 
organization is kicking off the holi-
day season by hosting its annual 
holiday boutique at St. Luke’s of 
the Mountains at the corner of 
Rosemont and Foothill. From 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., shoppers will not 
only have the chance to jumpstart 
their holiday shopping, but will be 
treated to a performance by the 
CVHS Charismatics, an award-
winning acapella group. Guests 
will also enjoy musicians from 
Rosemont Middle School playing 
throughout the day, an opportu-
nity drawing for some fabulous 
prizes, a bake sale and, of course, 
the knowledge that this will all 
benefit our local seniors.

Hope to see you on Saturday at 
St. Luke’s – I’ll be there!

Robin Goldsworthy is the 
publisher of the Crescenta  
Valley Weekly. She can be 

reached at 
robin@cvweekly.com 
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John Steinbeck wrote of our coastline. 
His impressions apply to a specific place 
and time. Now beach homes, hotels, restau-
rants and lifeguard stands line the beaches 
ready to shelter and serve. Recently anoth-
er substantial change has been documented 
along the California coastline; this one is 
due to the weather or possibly a further 
reaching one – climate change.

As you may recall, last weekend the 
weather reached the low 90s in the foothills. 
Ventura, although cooler, was a fine place 
to visit. One might expect in November to 
be looking from the beach house windows 
at waves crashing on the shore; however, 
our experiences were quite the contrary. 
We were on the sand and in the sea. Not 
only was the air temperature mild but also 
the water was warm. Though odd for this 
second month of autumn, these conditions 
were far from a simple, fleeting anomaly. 
While the pleasant weather was within 
normal range, the same cannot be said of 
the warmer-than-average ocean tempera-
tures. Though research is ongoing, it seems 
meteorological and oceanographic systems 
are the cause.

Jorge Vazquez, a JPL oceanographer and 
project scientist for Sea Surface Tempera-
ture and Salinity for the Physical Ocean-
ography Data Center explained the phe-
nomenon. (Jorge is not only a friend, but 

also holds the record for the longest title!)   
He attempted to adjust a scientific explana-
tion from complex to simple. In his words, 
“The coastal upwelling, which brings colder 
water to the surface, was weaker this year. 
‘Alongshore equatorward winds’ (blowing 
from north to south along the California 
coast) produce this coastal upwelling. 
However, this year, these winds seemed 
weaker.’”

What does this mean for the lay ocean 
observer? With waters five to six degrees 
warmer (10 degrees at Point Conception) 
than historic averages, a bizarre menagerie 
of warm-water species have arrived along 
the west coast, including sea turtles from 
the Galapagos, tropical jelly fish, Hawaiian 
ono, sunfish and mahi-mahi. Some local 
sea life has moved north to cooler waters. 
Hopefully, they’ll return home soon.

Cloudy with possible drizzle for now; 
skies clear over the weekend. Next week’s 
rain on the Central Coast hopefully will get 
nudged by Mother Nature and continue 
south. Either way, mild days with highs in 
the 70s and lows in the 50s are predicted.   

Umbrellas…?

Weather

““The Pacific is my home ocean; I knew it first, grew 
up on its shore, collected marine animals along the 

coast. I know its moods, its color, its nature.”
       

         ~ John Steinbeck

        in the
  Foothills

Sue Kilpatrick is a 
Crescenta Valley resident and 

Official Skywarn Spotter for the 
National Weather Service. Reach her at  

suelkilpatrick@gmail.com.

Orthopedics Made Simple
Educational Seminar

Thursday, November 13, 2014
6PM - 8PM
Oakmont Country Club 
3100 Country Club Drive 
Glendale 91208

Is joint pain holding you back from activities you 
enjoy? Join us for a FREE dinner and seminar 
with board-certifi ed orthopedic surgeons 
who will discuss the issues of knee, hip and 
shoulder pain. You will also learn about the 
latest treatment options available for you right 
here in Glendale.

Visit GlendaleAdventist.com/Ortho or call 
(818) 409-8100 to save a space.

Dress code restricts jeans, cargo pants and fl ip-fl ops.

by GAMC Orthopedic Institute 
Physicians

Leah Cyran, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

Carlo Orlando, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

Philip Merritt, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

Healthcare at a Higher Level

AdventistHealth.org/Glendale
(818) 409-8100
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Claessens Voted onto CVWd Board

In a special public meeting on Nov. 5, the Crescenta 
Valley Water District (CVWD) board of directors 
interviewed four prospective candidates for the vacancy 
left by the resignation of director Kathy Ross. Director 
Ross will move to the Division 5 Foothill Municipal Water 
District board of directors seat on Dec. 5.

The CVWD board selected Michael Claessens as the 
new director. Claessens is a longtime resident of the 
community with ties to CV Town Council, CERT and CV 
ready. He will be sworn in at the Dec. 8 board meeting.

MVsna InVItes all to tonIght’s MeetIng
The community is invited to the annual meeting of 

the Montrose/Verdugo City/Sparr Heights Neighborhood 
Association (MVSNA) at Sparr Heights Community 
Center tonight, Thursday, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Guest speaker is Lorna Vartanian, chairperson for the 
Historical Preservation Commission. In addition to local 
neighborhood issues, the discussion will also cover the 
potential for Sparr Heights to become one of Glendale’s 
historic districts. 

Sparr Heights Community Center is located at 1613 
Glencoe Way. For further information, email fajmlj@aol.
com or contact (818) 398-7323. 

roseMont PreserVe oPen gate afternoon
There will be an “open gate” event on Sunday 

afternoon, Nov. 16 at Rosemont Preserve. This is a chance 
to visit the preserve and wander the trail while enjoying 
the tranquil setting, the wildlife and the natural beauty. 
Photographers, bring your camera to capture the late 
afternoon light. 

The gate will be open from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., and Friends 
of the Rosemont Preserve committee members will 
answer questions and show this community resource. 

The preserve is located at the north end of Rosemont 
Avenue, just past the chain link fence. As street parking is 
limited, park at Two Strike Park, 5107 Rosemont Ave. in 
La Crescenta. Wear sturdy shoes to walk the trail.  

 This event is free to the public, all ages, no reservations 
required. Rain cancels event. Sorry, no pets please.

For further information, contact the Friends of the 
Rosemont Preserve at RosemontFriends@gmail.com.

free eleCtronIC Waste reCyClIng 
ColleCtIon eVent

On Saturday, Nov. 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., an electronic 
waste recycling collecting is taking place in the parking lot 
of First Baptist Church La Crescenta.

Acceptable materials include CRT (old, large TVs 
and monitors), LCD TVs and monitors, plasma TVs, 
PCs, laptops, keyboards, mouse, hard drives, personal 
electronic devices (i.e. iPad, Galaxy tab, Amazon Kindle), 
cellphones, phones, printers, copiers, fax machines, 
A/V equipment, projectors, CD/DVD players, CD/DVD/
floppy disks, car batteries. Also household 
appliances such as microwaves, washers, 
dryers, ovens, refrigerators, etc. will be 
accepted. No florescent light bulbs or alkaline 
batteries will be accepted.

Everything will be processed by the 
e-waste center according to the government 
requirements. Any incentive money will be 
used for the church’s food bank.

First Baptist Church La Crescenta, 4441 
La Crescenta Ave., La Crescenta

 
radIo la CresCenta toPIC of 
hIstorICal soCIety

This month’s program of the Historical 
Society of Crescenta Valley is on Monday, Nov. 
17 at 7 p.m. at the Center for Spiritual Living-
La Crescenta. All are welcome at no charge. 
The topic is “Radio La Crescenta: Frederick 
and Formosa Robinson and KGFH.” 

Radio La Crescenta? Once upon a time 
La Crescenta had its own commercial 
broadcasting station KGFH. Local resident, 
scenic artist, and electromechanical genius 
Frederick Robinson, assisted by his wife, 
former opera singer Formosa, started it in 
1927, later moving it to Glendale. 

Center for Spiritual Living-La Crescenta 
is located at 4845 Dunsmore Ave. in La 
Crescenta at the corner of Dunsmore and Santa 
Carlotta avenues.

Beeve Vision Care 
Center

Helping them see more clearly
for over 40 years!.

Thank you for voting us
Finest

Ophthalmologist
three years in a row.

818.790.8001
1809 Verdugo Blvd., Suite 150 • Glendale, CA 91208

Scott W. Beeve, MD, FACS & Jerold E. Beeve, MD, FACS
are proud to be part of this community!

2012
WeeklyCV

2012
WeeklyCV

2014
WeeklyCV

2014
WeeklyCV

Foothill
Plumbing

10% OFFNew CustomersSeniors • EducatorsMilitary

foothillplumbing247@gmail.com

www.FoothillPlumbing247.com

Call for details!

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
COMPLETE PLUMBING AND ROOTER SERVICE

FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

For all your plumbing needs new and old.
Trusted in Sunland-Tujunga for over 25 years.

Michael Lonsdale (818) 352-0015
Lic. #866813

(818) 790-8219
1105 Foothill Blvd.  •  La Cañada, 91011

CRESCENTA-CAÑADA TILE
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1975!

SALES AND INSTALLATION
EXPERTS!

Tile • Marble
Granite • Caesarstone

Cabinets & Countertops

Dreamworks’ ‘Adventure to Santa’ 
Opens at Glendale Galleria

By Isiah REYES

Glendale Galleria and DreamWorks have 
partnered to bring “Adventure to Santa,” 
an interactive magical journey for kids to 
search for Santa at the North Pole.

Located in the JCPenney Court at the 
mall, Santa’s cottage is a 2,000 square foot 
attraction that includes 15,000 LED lights 
and 300 watts of concert stereo sound 
that plays holiday tunes. Tom Schneck, 
field marketing director of General Growth 
Properties, said the idea behind “Adventure 
to Santa” was to take the traditional mall 
Santa and “turn it on its head” with help 
from Shrek and friends by getting rid of the 
long wait lines.

To experience the adventures, parents 
start at home by registering online. This 
allows them to arrive at the mall and 
immediately enter without waiting in line. 
Once inside the house, visitors view a 3-D 
interactive movie featuring Shrek who 
searches for the missing Santa. 

The experience is similar to a Universal 
Studios ride albeit much shorter and kid-
friendly. One activity for kids to do inside 
the cottage is design their own sleigh.  
At the end of the 15-minute experience 
visitors arrive at Santa – capturing some 
memories and photos along the way.

The larger-than-life unveiling on 
Thursday featured Shrek and Santa along 
with Glendale Mayor Zareh Sinanyan who 
presented a proclamation declaring Nov. 6, 
2014 as the official debut of “Adventure to 

Santa” across the nation. The interactive 
journey also premiered in eight other 
locations across the country.

“The unveiling event incorporated many 
other holiday elements including a live 
snow globe, holiday carolers, festive stilt 
walkers and, when the cottage was lit up, 
local kindergarten students were delighted 
with virtual snow on the house and real 
snow coming from the sky,” said Christina 
Riojas, marketing manager, Glendale 
Galleria. “As the only Los 
Angeles location with 
‘Adventure to Santa’ and 
the first to debut the holiday 
cottage, we were thrilled 
with the customer response 
and have continued to see 
a flurry of excitement since 
the opening event.”

The physical construction 
of setting up the house 
took about 45 days to 
build and was finished a 
few hours before the Nov. 6 
presentation. 

“DreamWorks is a great 
partner to help continue 
the Shrek brand and, of 
course, with it being near 
Los Angeles it was an easy 
partnership,” Schneck said.

Reality star Khloe 
Kardashian was on hand to 
experience the adventure, 
being the first celebrity 

guest to tour the house.
“Adventure to Santa” will be open 

until Dec. 24. To make reservations, visit  
www.GlendaleGalleria.com.

Photos by Isiah REYES
ABOVE LEFT: Shrek greets guests at the 
opening.
ABOVE RIGHT: Santa smiles as snow falls 
after officially opening the attraction.
BELOW: DreamWorks “Journey to Santa” is in 
the JCPenny court at the Glendale Galleria.
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This week’s featured business:

CV Weekly
Subscribers!

2735 Honolulu Ave., Montrose • 818-541-9288

GET 10% OFF
ANY SERVICE OR REPAIR*
(*Diagonstics excluded. $50 maximum) 

Offer Expires
Nov. 29, 2014

Don’t forget to show
your card and receive
your reward

MISSING YOUR CV WEEKLY?
Subscriptions are only $1 a week ($52 a year) to get the foothill

community newspaper every week in your driveway.
Copies can also be found at local businesses

that support this publication.

7-Eleven
S-T YMCA
Fantastic Sams
Absolute Dental Care
Glendale Adventist MC

Traffic, Job Retention Brought to 
Assemblymember Gatto

By Mary O’KEEFE

It was coffee and conversation on 
Monday when Assemblymember Mike 
Gatto visited Montrose Bakery to speak 
to the community on issues of concern. 

Residents from downtown Glendale 
and Burbank to Crescenta Valley asked 
questions on a variety of issues ranging 
from taxes to medical marijuana. 

Gatto holds periodic community 
meetings throughout his district to hear 
what his constituents’ issues are and, 
in some cases, to gather suggestions for 
him to take back to Sacramento.

“You are my bosses,” he said of the 
audience.

One question concerned how 
the state legislation will combat 
businesses leaving California. Gatto 
referenced AB 1839, the California 
Film and Television Job Retention and 
Promotion Act that was signed by Gov. 
Jerry Brown in September. Gatto and 
Assemblymember Raul Bocanegra 
introduced the bill.

“It was a [tax] incentive that was 
targeted for productions that employ 
people in this area,” he said. 

The bill expanded the state’s film tax 
incentive program to help stop, or at 
least slow, “runaway Hollywood.” Tax 
incentives and benefits in other states, 
and countries, have chipped away at 
the film industry jobs that were once 
prominent in Los Angeles. 

As for supporting small businesses in 

California, he made reference to another 
bill signed last year that amended 
Proposition 65. Gatto introduced AB227 
after his small business committee 
brought to him the issue of meritless 
lawsuits concerning signs that were 
required to be displayed by businesses 
serving food and beverages. The bill 
amended the proposition allowing 
business owners 14 days to comply with 
allegations of improper signage, instead 
of having to go directly to court.

There were several questions 
regarding specific city ordinances not 
relating to the state; however, Gatto 
listened and offered some suggestions 
on what the state government may be 
able to do. 

On Nov. 4, voters approved Proposition 
47 that affects criminal sentencing. The 
passage of this proposition changed 
some drug and property offenses from 
a felony to a misdemeanor. 

Gatto said he didn’t agree with 
the proposition but, because it was a 
proposition, it did not originate in the 
state assembly. He added that perhaps 
it was time to look at how propositions 
are placed on the ballot. 

Another issue that was brought to 
Gatto’s attention was development 
in the city of Glendale. Although this 
is a concern for the city government, 
residents who live near Central Avenue 
in downtown Glendale asked the 
assemblymember if there were any 
type of development restrictions that 

could be enacted on what they felt was 
over building. 

The residents stressed they 
understood that growth for a city was 
necessary. But they said they were 
worried that when growth took place 
all at once traffic issues were raised – 
issues that were not only annoying but 
dangerous. They were concerned that 
recent traffic studies only concentrated 
on a specific development and did not 
take into consideration development 
that may be a few blocks away.

Several people at the meeting spoke 
about the apartment units that are 
being built in the city of Glendale and 
the lack of parking. 

“Even without the new buildings,” 
said one resident, “parking is difficult.”

Gatto said he saw this type of building 
in the city of Los Angeles from Los Feliz 
to Hancock Park and how traffic was 
impacted.

“And now I see a lot of this happening 
in Glendale as well,” he said.

He added he could look into some 
state ordinances that might help with 
controlling development but, for the 
most part, this was a city issue. 

The evening ended with Gatto’s 
staff distributing business cards and 
encouraging those in attendance to 
contact the assemblyman’s office with 
any issues.

“I will answer your emails,” Gatto 
said. 

         Photo by Jessy SHELTON
A resident in the Assemblymember Mike Gatto’s district poses a question to the assemblymember during 

Monday’s coffee and conversation held at Montrose Bakery.

Thanksgiving Dinners To-Go! (Order by Nov. 24th)

• HERB BUTTER ROASTED TURKEY  (16-18 lbs, serves 14)  $75
    Traditional slow roasted, fully cooked turkey

• HOMEMADE TURKEY GRAVY  (32 oz)  $9.95
• TRADITIONAL SIDES  (45 oz, serves 4-6)  $13.95
    Mashed Potatoes, California Sourdough Stuffing with Gelsinger’s
    Chaurice Sausage, Green Bean & Mushroom Casserole

• CRANBERRY RELISH   (16 oz)  $5.95
• PUMPKIN FLAN   (serves 6)  $12.95  Better than pie!

STORE HOURS:
Tues.–Sat. 10am–6pm  •  Sun. 10am–2pm  •  Mon. Closed

Let Gelsinger’s spoil you and your family this holiday season!  Just sit back, relax and enjoy a complete traditional meal!  We make all
of our items in house from scratch with only the best all-natural ingredients.  Place your order today to guarantee availability.

www.amberroadfoods.com
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Holiday Shopping at 
Prom Plus Boutique  

Walk … and Win a Car

By Joyce LEE

Prom Plus will be hosting 
its annual holiday boutique 
fundraiser on Saturday, Nov. 15 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
community event will be held at 
the St. Luke’s of the Mountains 
Church on the corner of Foothill 
Boulevard and Rosemont Avenue 
in La Crescenta.  

Prom Plus was founded after 
a tragic event in 1991 when a 
CVHS student was murdered 
at an unsupervised, post-prom 
hotel party. The organization 
aims to provide a memorable yet 
safe after-prom event for CVHS 
seniors and their guests. 

The holiday boutique is one of 
the organization’s most popular 
events to raise money to offset 
the $25,000 price tag for Prom 
Plus. Shoppers will meet local 
vendors presenting a wide range 
of items for sale, from hand-made 
jewelry to sculpted bowls to comic 
books. This year, the boutique 
will feature speakers who will 
give brief presentations on a 
variety of topics, including social 
media and special holiday gifts.

“We have an amazing variety 
of vendors at the boutique that 
will kick off the holiday shopping 
season,” said Lisa Yeghiayan, 
Prom Plus co-vice president and 
chair of Public Relations. “We 
hope our community will join 
together and support us.”

Another community favorite is 
the Crescenta Valley High School 
acapella group the Charismatics. 
The group, outfitted in period 
costume, will perform at 11 a.m. 
at the boutique. Musicians from 
Rosemont Middle School will 
also be playing throughout the 
day.

Hosting the holiday boutique 
requires a great amount of 
work. Yeghiayan is helping 
to coordinate the boutique 
by putting up banners and 
recruiting more vendors. 

There is no cost to attend, 
and the first 200 attendees will 
receive a free reusable tote. Many 

local businesses and non-profit 
organizations have supported 
Prom Plus and their logos will be 
featured on the totes. 

“This year, our after-party will 
be bigger and better. Our Prom 
Plus attendees can look forward 
to an amazing post-prom party!” 
Yeghiayan said. 

By Mary O’KEEFE

On Saturday, kids who are 
currently enrolled in grades nine 
through 12 have a chance to walk 
with their friends and fellow 
students, learn about what their 
community organizations offer and 
get a chance to win a car. 

The Second Annual YMCA of 
the Foothills Life Walk will be 
held at Rosemont Middle School 
on Saturday. The day will begin at 
10 a.m. with students choosing to 
walk from two separate locations 
– Verdugo Hills YMCA and La 
Cañada Memorial Park – to 
Rosemont Middle School. 

At Rosemont Middle School, the 
students and their families can 
visit several booths that provide 
information on organizations in 
the community that support youth. 

“We are bringing three groups [of 
kids] together,” said Hank Paz, an 
organizer of the event. “La Cañada, 
CV [Crescenta Valley] and Verdugo 
Hills high schools.”

Mark Yeager, director of 
Chaplain Services at the YMCA of 

the Foothills, based this event on 
a past outreach program he was 
involved in – a club at CVHS called 
Students Against Destructive 
Decisions. The club began in the 
1990s and Yeager wanted a way 
to get kids interested in it. What 
better way to get a teen’s attention 
than to give away a car?

It worked then so he brought 
the idea back to the community 
last year as a way to pique the 
interest of kids and get them to 
the Life Walk event. Last year 
was successful and this year even 
more children and organizations 
are involved. 

Yeager and Paz said they are 
concerned about kids in the area 
who are dealing with issues from 
drugs to school pressures and don’t 
know they can get help. 

“We want them to walk away 
from this event with the knowledge 
they have a support system when 
things are not going well,” Paz 
said. 

“There are a lot of great 

File photo
The Charismatics, the popular acapella group from Crescenta Valley High 
School, will perform at 11 a.m. 
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A Place to Call Home for 
Local Vets

Mountview Retirement 
Community Honors   
Resident Veterans

By Isiah REYES

Glendale’s newest affordable 
housing project reserved for 
lower income seniors, Cypress 
Senior Living, has given new 
life to six lucky veterans.

One of the six veterans 
at Cypress Senior Living is 
Thomas O’Shaughnessy, 
who had previously lived in 
Burbank for about 14 years. 
Being disabled and requiring a 
wheelchair to move around, he 
could no longer easily navigate 
his two-bedroom apartment on 
the second floor, so he began 
searching for a place on ground 
level.

“Glendale as a city has been 

doing for four or five years what 
L.A. has been talking about 
doing,” O’Shaughnessy said. “I 
think Glendale is probably one 
of the first cities that has really 
gotten into the program full 
tilt and [is] fully compliant. 
Their housing department 
is excellent, their city staff 
is excellent and they work 
overtime to make sure Glendale 
is a community people love to 
live in 24 hours a day.” 

O’Shaughnessy said the 
application process was very 
strenuous and thorough but 
fair. He said the process made 
housing work for people who are 
veterans, retired or disabled. 
About 2,600 people applied to 

live at Cypress Senior Living 
for the 17 rental units that 
were available.

The City of Glendale, via the 
Glendale Housing Authority, 
has developed over 1,200 new 
affordable housing units since 
1975.

“A good portion of those units 
are available for the general 
public who qualify income 
wise,” said Deputy Director 
of Housing Peter Zovak. 
“However, for a successful 
housing program, there is a 
need to provide housing for 
special needs households as 
well, when possible and when 
you can leverage that with 
other sources and services.”

Cypress Senior Living is 200 
feet east of Glendale Avenue 
near Los Feliz Boulevard. The 
Beeline bus service is nearby as 
well as two RTD lines making 
travel easy for veterans.

The building was built in the 
late 1920s. The City of Glendale 
helped contribute funds to have 
it completely renovated from the 
ground up and rebuilt to meet 
today’s earthquake standards. 
It also includes onsite laundry 
and a community garden space 
in back. O’Shaughnessy’s 
room is ADA (Americans with 
Disabilities Act) compliant 
which makes accessing the 
shower easier among other 
things.

Project Coordinator Tim 
Wagner said that the residents 
had certain flowers that were 
important to them so they 
incorporated those into the 
community garden, which also 
includes lemons, limes, herbs 
and passion fruit.

Cypress Senior Living Project 
opened in June 2014. This came 
two years after the Glendale 
Housing Authority pledged 
approximately $2 million of 
affordable housing funds for 
the project. 

“Affordable housing for 
lower income veterans is 
an emerging need and has 
become an emphasis to address 
nationwide,” Zovak said. 
“Glendale saw an opportunity 
with this site, this developer, 
and a special social service 
provider to put this project 
together.”

The City of Glendale’s second 
affordable housing project 
for lower income veteran 
households, Veterans Village, 
will be located on Salem Street 
and organizers have already 
begun distributing applications. 
They will continue to do so until 
Nov. 26. The project is expected 
to be completed in June 2015.

To obtain an application, visit 
www.VeteransVillageGlendale.
com.

TWO STRIKE from Cover

For more stories, 
please visit us 

online at
www.cvweekly.com

blue pieces of cloth by the 
members of Boy Scout Troop 288, 
which regularly attends the Two 
Strike Veterans’ Day ceremonies. 

Members of the audience were 
called out to place their cloths 
upon a fire near the memorial 
wall accompanied by the lines 
of the poem, “I Am Your Flag.” 
Those with red cloths were called 
upon for “red stripes symbolize 
the blood spilled in defense of this 
glorious nation.” Those with white 
stripes were called upon for “white 
stripes signify the yearning tears 

shed by Americans who lost their 
sons and daughters.” And those 
with blue stripes were called upon 
for “my blue field is indicative of 
God’s heaven, under which I fly.” 

In addition to the names on 
the Heroes of Freedom wall, 58 
veterans from the Crescenta 
Valley had their names on display 
on the walkway of Hometown 
Heroes, which included names 
displayed on banners along 
Foothill Boulevard stretching 
from Pennsylvania Avenue to 
Briggs Avenue.

By Samantha SLAYBACK

Each year on Veterans’ Day,  
many people take time to 
remember and celebrate those 
who have fought for their country. 
At Mountview Retirement 
Community, veterans were 
celebrated with a special ceremony 
to unveil a new veterans wall. 

Many friends, family, and fellow 
Mountview residents joined in 
honoring those who have served 
this nation. 

“We’re very happy with the 
turnout that we had today,” said 
Shawn Fitzpatrick, activities 
assistant for Mountview 
Retirement Community.

The veterans had front row 
seats for the ceremony. The 
Boy Scouts and Cub Scout 
pack 314 made an appearance 
and the American Legion and 
VFW explained the symbolism 
and importance of folding the 
American flag. In addition, the 
“Star Spangled Banner” was sung, 
a video tribute to the vets was 
viewed and Executive Director 
Dana Ramirez read a poem. 
Many shared their sentiments, 
including Paula Devine of the 

Glendale City Council, and then 
the wall was unveiled.

The veterans wall, titled the 
Gallery of Honor, includes photos 
of all of the resident veterans and 
is located where everyone in the 
retirement community can easily 
view and appreciate it. 

Fitzpatrick said that a veteran 
took all of the photos mounted on 
the Gallery of Honor. The wall will 
evolve as photos of new resident 
veterans are posted and photos 
are returned to the families of 
veterans who pass away.

A few of those involved in the 
planning of the event shared their 
gratitude in being able to be a part 
of something so special. 

“It was an honor to recognize all 
those veterans who live with us,” 
said Fitzpatrick. 

“This has been a very humbling 
experience,” said Lysa Gaignard, 
Healthy Lifestyle director. “This 
has been four years in the making, 
between making the wall and 
raising the flag this morning.”

“This was just such a great 
event,” said Ramirez. “I do not 
take our freedom for granted.”

Photo by Isiah REYES
Thomas O’Shaughnessy is one of Cypress Senior Living’s newest 
residents.

Photo by Samantha SLAYBECK
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Wednesday, December 10th
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Marketplace Shopping
Center (Ralphs)

2629 Foothill Blvd, La Crescenta

Sample Excellent
Local Cuisine

For more information:
Visit

CrescentaValleyChamber.org/taste
or call 818-248-4957

WINACAR from page 5
organizations doing a lot of great 
work,” Yeager added. 

He hopes that parents also 
attend the event to learn about 
organizations that can support 
their kids. 

Of course the chance to win a car 
is a great incentive. 

“I approached Mike [Smith 
of Bob Smith Toyota] and let 
him know what we were doing,” 
Yeager said. 

Smith was more than happy 
to help facilitate the car, which 
is a 2008 Ford Escape with low 
mileage. 

Smith has worked with Yeager 
in the past and admires his 
dedication to the community and 
the youth in the community.

“I loved his idea of having these 

kids coming from various places 
to [learn about the community 
organizations] and to be eligible to 
win a car,” Smith said.

Bob Smith Toyota has a history 
of supporting youth and schools in 
the area. 

“[We want to do] anything we 
can for the young people who are 
tied up in knots [with pressure] 
and don’t know how to get help,” 
Smith said.

Students have two chances to 
win the car. They get one ticket 
after they complete the walk to 
Rosemont Middle School, then 
they get a second ticket when they 
go from booth to booth and get a 
stamp from each organization in a 
Life Walk card. 

Click on the QR code to 

download a registration form or 
visit www.ymcafoothills.org. A 
parent or guardian must sign the 
forms. Winner must be present to 
win the car.

Students can begin their walks 
at either La Cañada Memorial 
Park, 1301 Foothill Blvd. in 
La Cañada or at Verdugo Hills 
YMCA, 6840 Foothill Blvd. in 
Tujunga. The walks begin at 
10 a.m. and at 12:16 p.m. the 
winning ticket will be drawn at 
Rosemont Middle School.  

Crescenta Commons Ribbon Cut
By Mary O’KEEFE

“A place for the community for 
now and for always,” was how 
Dr. Armina Gharpetian of the 
Glendale Unified School District 
described the Crescenta Commons 
at its ribbon cutting ceremony on 
Saturday.

Crescenta Commons is a pocket 
park on the corner of Rosemont 
and Orange avenues, just east of 
Monte Vista Elementary School. 

The ribbon cutting ceremony was 
a celebration of the community’s 
efforts to change a dry, vacant lot 
into a park with a tower sundial, 
benches, picnic table and even a 
time capsule. 

Robbyn Battles, president of the 
Crescenta Valley Town Council, 
thanked everyone who volunteered 
their time and donated money and 
materials to complete the park. 

Many of those who worked to 
complete Crescenta Commons were 

at the ceremony. The Thelen family 
lives on Upper Terrace and walked 
down to the park to volunteer. 

“We are excited that we had a part 
in making our community a better 
place,” Thelen said. 

The family put a photo of 
themselves working at the 
Crescenta Commons in the time 
capsule. 

Battles introduced Los Angeles  
County Supervisor Michael 
Antonovich saying without his 

help and support the Crescenta 
Commons would not exist.

Antonovich praised the 
community, local businesses and 
L.A. County Public Works. 

“They don’t just stop when their 
time is up and they are heading 

home from work,” he said. 
Public Works spent countless 

hours working on the project. 
“This is an opportunity to show 

the world how communities can 
work together to improve the 
quality of life,” Antonovich added.
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CRIME BLOTTER

UC Tuition Increase Historic Comet LandingBy Jason KUROSU

The University of California Board 
of Regents will vote next week on 
a proposed tuition increase which 
would raise tuition fees by as much 
as 5% over the next five years for 
both graduate and undergraduate 
students. 

The proposal would raise tuition 
from $12,192 to $12,804 next fall, 
even with an expected increase in 
funding for UC schools. The plan does 
allow for a lowering or elimination 
of these increases should additional 
funding come from the state. 

UC President Janet Napolitano and 
the Board of Regents announced the 
proposed plan on November 6, stating 
that the “stability plan” would allow 
the University of California system to 
hire additional faculty and bring more 
students into the system with better 
access to financial aid.    

“We have frozen tuition for three 
years, continued to maximize 
operational efficiencies, reduced 
staff, stepped up our fundraising 
and deferred critical maintenance,” 
Napolitano said. “We hope the state 
will partner with us by increasing its 
investment in UC. But we can’t wait 
any longer. We cannot cut or defer our 
way to excellence.”

While proponents of the plan have 
pointed to a lack of state funding, 
particularly a lack of Proposition 30 
funds, critics of the proposal have 
pointed to recent raises awarded to UC 
Chancellors by the Board of Regents 
as a counterintuitive measure.  

Gavin Newsom, who serves as 
lieutenant governor of California 
and an ex officio regent, said in a 
press release, “The University of 
California cannot bestow pay raises 
on its top earners with one hand, 
while continually taking more from 
students and their families with 
the other and deflecting criticism 
by laying its solution at the door of 
taxpayers. New funding must be tied 
to earnest and innovative attempts to 
reduce the university’s cost structure 
and promote affordability and 
accessibility, not threats that reward 
the status quo.”

State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Tom Torlakson released a 
similar statement regarding financial 

burdens to students and the raises 
given to UC Chancellors.

“I firmly oppose the proposal to 
raise tuition at the University of 
California,” said Torlakson. “As I 
traveled the state over the past few 
months, I heard numerous stories 
about how skyrocketing tuition hurts 
all students, burdens struggling and 
middle class families, and leaves 
many college graduates with crushing 
debt. Now is not the time to increase 
the financial burden for students and 
families, especially after the regents 
just gave 20 percent raises to some 
chancellors.”

Chancellor salaries were increased 
by as much as 20% in order to bring 
UC Chancellors’ income more 
in line with those of chancellors 
nationwide, with data based on the 
College and University Professional 
Association (CUPA) Administrators 
in Higher Education Survey and 
Mercer University Chancellors 
Compensation Survey Report.  

The September 2014 report 
by the Regents’ Committee on 
Compensation stated, “Considering 
these four chancellors’ scope of 
responsibilities, performance, and 
contributions when compared to 
external counterparts as well as UC 
peers, the proposed salary increases 
for them would begin to address 
issues of maintaining competitive 
compensation for arguably the most 
important positions within the UC 
system.” 

Though the latest budget promises 
a 4% increase in funding to the 
University of California, a lack of 
sufficient funding overall remains a 
primary issue behind the proposed 
tuition increase.

Mary Gilly, a faculty representative 
to the regents, said, “Certainly the 
University should, and is, pursuing 
the alternative of increased state 
support above the 4% promised. That 
4% increase of the state portion of the 
budget represents only an increase of 
1.7% of UC’s total budget, far below 
the increase in our mandatory costs. 
The option of a tuition increase is 
needed if the state is not willing to 
restore funding to UC.”

The Board of Regents will vote on 
the five-year plan at their November 
19 meeting. 

After more than a decade traveling 
through space, a robotic lander built 
by the European Space Agency 
made the first-ever soft landing of a 
spacecraft on a comet. In actuality the 
spacecraft may have landed twice. 
Once on the surface, then bounced 
around and back onto the surface. 

Mission controllers at ESA’s mission 
operations center in Darmstadt, 
Germany, received a signal confirming 
that the Philae lander had touched 
down on comet 67P/Churyumov-
Gerasimenko on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 
just after 8 a.m. PST/11 a.m. EST.

The lander sent some images as it 
landed and is expected to take more 
images from its landing site, named 
Agilkia. These will be the first images 
ever taken from a comet’s surface. 
Philae will also drill into the surface 
to study the composition, and witness 

close up how a comet changes as its 
exposure to the sun varies. With its 
primary battery, Philae will remain 
active on the surface for about two-
and-a-half days. Philae’s mothership, 
the Rosetta spacecraft, will remain in 
orbit around the comet through 2015. 
The orbiter will continue detailed 
studies as the comet approaches the 
sun and then moves away.

In addition to their well-deserved 
reputation as beautiful cosmic objects, 
comets hold vital clues about our solar 
system’s history. They are considered 
primitive building blocks of the solar 
system that are literally frozen in 
time. Comets may have played a part 
in “seeding” Earth with water and, 
possibly, the basic ingredients for life.

NASA provided three of the 16 
instruments on board the Rosetta 
orbiter. The NASA instruments 

are: the Microwave Instrument for 
Rosetta Orbiter (MIRO); Alice, an 
ultraviolet spectrometer; and the Ion 
and Electron Sensor (IES), which is 
part of a suite of five instruments 

Rosetta is a European Space 
Agency mission with contributions 
from its member states and NASA. 
Rosetta’s Philae lander is provided 
by a consortium led by the German 
Aerospace Center, Cologne; Max 
Planck Institute for Solar System 
Research, Gottingen; National 
Center of Space Studies of France 
(CNES), Paris; and the Italian Space 
Agency, Rome. NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, California, 
a division of the California Institute 
of Technology, Pasadena, manages 
the U.S. participation in the Rosetta 
mission for NASA’s Science Mission 
Directorate in Washington.

Photo courtesy of ESA/Rosetta/NAVCAM
A jagged horizon of the nucleus of comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko appears in this image taken by the navigation camera on the 
European Space Agency’s Rosetta spacecraft during the second half of October 2014. The image was taken from a distance of less than 
6 miles (10 kilometers) from the surface. 

Nov. 9
Flanders Road in La Cañada 

Flintridge, several rooms in a 
home were ransacked. Deputies 
responded to a call concerning 
pool water overflowing. When they 
arrived, they noticed the sliding 
glass door was smashed and left 
ajar. It was not determined what or 
if anything was missing. It is not 
known when the incident occurred.

 
Nov. 7

3000 Gertrude Avenue in La 
Crescenta, deputies responded 
to an audible burglary alarm at a 
home and discovered the rear entry 
door to the residence had been 
smashed. After an investigation 
it was found drawers had been 
open and items were on the floor. It 
appeared, according to the report, 
the suspect/s had been “scared off” 
immediately after making entry 
into the location. The incident 
occurred at 12:03 p.m.

2900 block of Community 
Avenue in La Crescenta, a person 
reported that all four tires on her 
vehicle were punctured with an 
unknown instrument while it was 
parked near Crescenta Valley High 

School. The vandalism occurred 
between 7:50 a.m. and 12:20 p.m.

Nov. 6
500 block of Gould Avenue in 

La Cañada Flintridge, jewelry 
and cash were stolen from a home. 
When the resident returned home, 
she found several rooms had been 
ransacked. The incident occurred 
between 10:15 a.m. and 12:49 p.m.

400 block of Cambridge Road 
in La Cañada, several pieces of 
jewelry were stolen from a home. 
The resident reported when she 
returned home she found that 
several rooms had been ransacked 
and her jewelry was missing. She 
noticed the rear kitchen door was 
unlocked but was certain she had 
locked it before leaving her home. 

The incident occurred between 
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

4000 block of Ocean View 
Boulevard in Montrose, someone 
threw a plastic water pipe 
containing dirty water and what 
appeared to be marijuana residue 
into the back seat of a resident’s 
convertible vehicle that was 
parked on the street in front of his 

home. The water from the pipe had 
soaked and stained the carpet, 
which the owner had to replace 
after the vandalism. 

The incident occurred between 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Nov. 4
Willowhaven Drive in La 

Crescenta, jewelry and cash were 
stolen from a home. The resident 
returned home and found her 
entire house had been ransacked. 
She noticed the rear glass door 
leading into her kitchen had been 
shattered. The incident occurred 
between 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.

2000 block of Los Amigos Street 
in La Cañada, the front passenger 
side window was smashed on a 
vehicle overnight.

Oct. 30
3000 block of Henrietta 

Avenue in La Crescenta, a 
vehicle registration and personal 
information were stolen from a 
vehicle. The ignition was also found 
to be cracked and wires had been 
pulled out of an unlocked vehicle 
overnight. 

Bonners Party
Rentals

Serving the Foothill Community Since 1939

Bonners Equipment Rentals
6935 Foothill Blvd, Tujunga

(818) 951-9117
www.bonnersrentals.com

Chairs • Tables • Linens
Tents • String Lights • Heaters

Concession Machines
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Teens and Social Media 

Burbank Accepting Candidate Nominations Electronic Plan Check Comes 
to LCF Community

Development Department 

By Joyce LEE

The evolution of technology 
creates a perpetual increase 
in the number of social media 
sites. Though the internet is 
readily available for people of 
all ages, teenagers constitute 
an overwhelming high 
percent of traffic on social 
media sites. Although there 

is ongoing controversy about 
the consequences social media 
results for teens, it is no secret 
that it is nearly impossible to 
prevent them from living a 
portion of their lives online.  

In a survey of 100 students 
at Crescenta Valley High 
School, 44 participants chose 
Facebook as their most used 
social plug. Contrary to rumors 
of the diminishing popularity of 
Facebook, there are currently 
over one billion users registered 
from around the world. 

“It’s true that many teens 
now turn to other social media 
outlets, such as Instagram and 
Tumblr, for social networking. 
However, Facebook remains 
the most popular because many 
classes create Facebook groups 
for an educational environment. 
Fellow classmates post questions 
and share updates,” sophomore 
Jocelyn Gould said. 

Furthermore, more than 
half of the 44 who selected 
Facebook shared that the reason 
for Facebook’s vast number of 
daily users is its simplicity. The 
straightforward tools, such as 
the “like” button and the easy 
tagging of people, allows users 
to easily express their thoughts 
and create a social network base. 
The dominating mobile presence 

of Facebook adds to its user-
friendliness. Also, Facebook 
is engaging with its diverse 
applications. Its biggest hit yet 
is its purchase of Instagram in 
2012 for $1 billion. 

Instagram was runner 
up, with a total of 28 tallies. 
This application allows users 
to creatively and conveniently 
share photos and videos within 
a matter of minutes. Similar to 
Facebook, Instagram utilizes the 
system of “likes.” In addition, it 
sparked the trend of “hashtags.” 
With its growing fanbase of 150 
million monthly active users, 
Instagram triumphs over 
Facebook as the modern social 
networking site. 

“I love Instagram because it 
creates no hassle. All you have 
to do is post a photo, and within 
seconds, you’ll receive feedback,” 
senior Nivedha Manthala said. 

Snapchat, a trending 

messaging app launched in 2011, 
won third place with a total of 
15 votes. Its booming popularity 
among youngsters is due to the 
power users have to enforce 
a time limit on the messages, 
pictures, and videos they send 
before the messages disappear. 

Snapchat was created as a 
method for teens to be silly and 
have fun without the paranoia 

of publicity. However, this factor 
of Snapchat is what has parents 
worrying about the possible 
exchange of inappropriate 
material. Despite these issues, 
Snapchat seems to have a bright 
future, as even Facebook offered 
to purchase it for $3 billion. 

Although Snapchat founders 
Evan Spiegel and Bobby Murphy 
rejected Mark Zuckerberg’s bid, 
they need not worry. Snapchat 
continues to attract more users to 
its growing 100 million monthly 
active users.  

“Amongst teens, Snapchat has 
replaced texting because it’s more 
interesting to actually see what 
the other party is doing. Also, 
Snapchat now shares live footage 
of events from across the nation: 
football games, marathons, and 
so on,” junior Christine Kim said. 

Tumblr and Twitter followed 
close behind Snapchat, with a 
total of eight and five votes, 
respectively. 

Whether it is Facebook, 
Instagram or Snapchat, the 
presence of social media in teens’ 
lives is inevitable. The versatility 
of social media as educational 
gadgets to inane communication 
tools is indicative of this era’s 
innovative technology. But teens 
and other users must be aware 
that with the fun of social media 
comes the responsibility to 
protect their privacy and safety. 

The City of Burbank is now 
accepting nominations for the 
2015 Municipal Elections. 
The elections, which will be 
conducted by mail ballot, will 
seek to fill two Burbank City 
Council seats and three board 
of education seats.

Candidates for elective offices 
of the city must be a United 
States citizen; at least 18 years 

of age; a resident of the City 
of Burbank for at least 29 
days prior to filing nomination 
papers; and a registered voter 
in the City of Burbank at the 
time of nomination.

Qualifying individuals may 
pick up nomination papers at 
the city clerk’s office at City 
Hall, 275 E. Olive Ave., Monday 
through Friday between the 

hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
The nomination period closes 

on Monday, Dec. 1 at 5 p.m.
The Primary Nominating 

Election will be held on Feb. 
24 and the General Municipal 
Election will be held on April 
14.

For further information, 
contact City Clerk Zizette 
Mullins at (818) 238-5851.

The City of La Cañada Flintridge 
contracts with the County of Los 
Angeles to provide building and safety 
services. This allows the city to utilize 
the employees and expertise of the 
much larger county department when 
processing projects in the city.  

Earlier this month, the County 
of Los Angeles presented to the LCF 
City Council the Building and Safety 
Electronic Plan Check System that 
will soon be implemented by the City’s 
Building and Safety Division of the 
Community Development Dept. 

By the end of the month, applicants 
wishing to build in the city will be able 
to submit plans and other related 
documents online. After submission, 
projects will be queued for review and 
processed through the plan check system 
electronically. The applicant will receive 
notifications via email at every milestone 
throughout the process and can check 
the progress of their submission at any 
time online. 

Not only will the end user be able to 
skip trips to the counter at City Hall, 
but the entire system will be paperless, 
saving vital resources and reducing cost. 

“Making the plan check process 
electronic is going to increase efficiency 
and enhance the overall experience 
for the end user,” said Community 
Development Director Robert Stanley of 
the implementation of the system. “We 
are very excited to see the benefits of the 
system that the County of Los Angeles is 
implementing.”  

During this period of transition, 
applicants can still submit plans 
in person at the Building and Safety 
Division Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at City Hall. 

The City of La Cañada Flintridge is 
committed to providing high quality 
services to residents and preserving 
our unique community. For more 
information, contact City Hall at (818) 
790-8880 or visit the city website at www.
lcf.ca.gov. 

The Caltech-Occidental Concert Band Fall Series
directed by William Bing

featuring guest conductor Sharon Lavery, Co-Conductor of the
USC Thornton Wind Ensemble

Admission and parking are free. Please visit bands.caltech.edu
or call 626-395-3295 for more information.

Friday, November 21st
8:00 pm

Ramo Auditorium
Caltech

with guest ensemble
Blair High School Concert Band

directed by Michael Birnbryer

Sunday, November 23rd
3:30 pm

Thorne Hall
Occidental College

with guest ensemble
The Loma Linda Academy Wind Symphony

directed by Giovanni Santos

Huge
Selection

Great Value

Huge
Selection

Great Value
Let us help you find

that special gift and we’ll 
wrap it free!

Find us in the
Glendale Galleria, top

level near Bloomingdales

(818) 241-2986  Karens4Toys.com

DBA LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING  •  LICENSE #994733

YOUR
LANDSCAPE
LIGHTING
EXPERTS
•   New Installations
•   LED Retrofitting
•   LED Bulbs
•   Solid Brass Fixtures

www.lighthouse-lights.com/socal
email: kim.m@lighthouse-lights.com

tel: 818-541-0745
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS
WANTED!
(All letters must be 
350 words or less)

Send CV WEEKLY your 
thoughts and comments 

on any of our articles 
or happenings in our 
community and we’ll 

share them with the rest 
of our readers! 

Mail letters to: Crescenta 
Valley Weekly; 

P.O. Box 543; Verdugo 
City, CA 91046 

or via email at robin@
cvweekly.com.

Treasures of The Valley
» Mike lawler

News froM The CVTC

A Half-Day Hike On Verdugo 
Mountain – 1927

Hiking is amazingly 
popular today, just as it was 
in 1927 during the waning 
years of what was known as 
the “golden age of hiking,” 
roughly the 1880s through 
the 1920s. Today there 
are hundreds of websites, 
newspaper articles and 
features in magazines such 
as Sunset and Westways 
that direct Southern 
California hikers to the 
best local trails. Likewise, 
in the early part of the last 
century, print media such 
as Trails Magazine and local 
and national newspapers 
guided that era’s hikers to 
our local trails. 

In February 1927, the 
L.A. Times dedicated half 
an entire page to a lengthy 
article on the wonders of 
a hike into the Verdugo 
Mountains from Glendale.

The author began his 
article on how to get to the 
Verdugos from downtown 
Los Angeles. He told readers 
to take the Glendale trolley 
line from the Subway 
Terminal (yes, we had a 
subway back then) on Hill 
Street. The very busy trolley 
cars were often hooked 
together into “trains” and 
the reader was advised to 
board one of the front cars 
so as not to be disconnected 
and switched to a line 
running to east Glendale. 
The subterranean tracks 
surfaced on Glendale Avenue 
in Echo Park, crossed the 
L.A. River and entered 
Glendale. Riding the line 
to its terminus at the top of 
Brand Avenue (Brand and 
Mountain today), the hikers 
would step off the trolley 
and head uphill, crossing 
several vacant lots (now 
covered with homes and 
apartments).

Here the trail began, and 
it was steep and narrow – 
crisscrossed with a myriad 
of well-worn shortcuts. After 
a precipitous climb, in which 
the writer recommended 
both the use of a walking 
stick for balance and a hat 
for the lack of shade, the 
trail reached the ridge with a 
cleared firebreak. (Back then 
wide swaths were cleared 
along the ridges of both 
the Verdugos and the San 
Gabriels in the hope that the 
cleared areas would create a 
barrier for spreading fires. 
That strategy was mostly 
abandoned by the ’70s, but a 
sharp eye can still see where 
those cleared areas were, 
even today.)  After a 
long, hot climb up the very 
steep cleared ridgeline, the 
hiker gained the summit of 
the easternmost peak in the 
Verdugo range.

Here the hiker was 
rewarded with amazing 
views that, although very 
different today, still reward 
hikers in the Verdugos. 
To the north, the massive 
Sierra Madres (better known 
today as the San Gabriels) 
dominated the view, with 
the great canyons of Arroyo 
Seco and Big Tujunga to the 
right and left. On the peak 
of Mount Wilson were the 
domes of the world famous 
observatory, and lower down 
on the steep flanks of the 
range perched the tracks 
and buildings of the Mount 
Lowe Railway. Letting the 
eyes drop to the Crescenta 
Valley, the bright green of 
the Oakmont Country Club 
golf course stood out in the 
foreground before the dry 
sagebrush and scattered 
homes above. Clearly 
visible were the tracks of 
the Glendale and Montrose 

trolley line emerging from 
the Verdugo Canyon, 
curving above the pleasant 
little town of Montrose and 
beyond into La Crescenta. 
Turning south the viewer 
could see downtown Los 
Angeles (without the iconic 
city hall, not completed until 
1928) and the farmlands 
beyond out to the ocean. 
Looking to the west revealed 
the great platted flat land of 
Glendale and Burbank, with 
Elysian Park and Griffith 
Park in the hills just on the 
other side. Turning a little 
more, the hiker viewed the 
great San Fernando Valley, 
hot and dusty with vast 
fields of grain.

After a long visual feast, 
the hiker was invited to 
return the way he had come. 
He was warned that in the 
steeper portions, he would 
be sliding alternately on 
his feet and his butt. But 
in less precipitous sections 
the hiker was urged to 
enjoy the dense greasewood 
(chaparral) on either side of 
the trail, the bright flowers 
alive with bees, and the 
myriad of birds. 

It was a beautiful trek back 
then, and amazingly it’s 
just as beautiful today. Our 
Verdugo Mountains were, 
and still are, a treasure.

As the territory transfer takes another 
turn, the CV Town Council publicly 
gave its support to the school board 
on the current terms of a negotiated 
settlement. Support is predicated on 
the board’s holding firm to the numbers 
placed in this first offer. GUSD board 
of education was recently criticized in 
a letter from a Sagebrush resident for 
focusing too much time on such a small 
number of students in our district. There 
are $25 million and 350 kids at stake. 
Thank goodness our board is taking 
the appropriate amount of time! I can’t 
imagine any district, large or small, 
feeling good about losing $1 million, let 
alone $25 million, from its budget. Just 
imagine how parents and teachers who 
regularly reach into their own pocket 
to provide paper, pencils and numerous 
other basic supplies would feel if they 
were to learn their school board gave 
away $25 million because the board felt 
they had already spent enough time on 
the subject. 

Yes, this debate has been going on for 
years and this is the first time GUSD 
has ever placed an offer on the table. 
This is a significant move in the history 
of this ongoing battle for Sagebrush. The 
GUSD board of education has listened 
to our residents and slowed this entire 
process down in an effort to do what 
is fiscally sound and responsible for 
the entire district. There will always 
be those who feel nothing should be 
offered and those who feel more should 
be offered; they cannot please us all. 
One would hope we could all agree that 
the number of students this affects is 
irrelevant. Whether it’s one or 350, the 
board is correct in taking as much time 
as possible to get it right.

Moving on to other community news, 
the council has received numerous 
complaints about Foothill Boulevard. 
The CV Town Council Land Use 
committee will be discussing illegal 

signage tonight, Thursday, Nov. 13 
at 6:30 p.m. along with several other 
agenda items. Land Use meets at 
6:30 p.m. in the La Crescenta library 
Community Room, 2809 Foothill Blvd. 
There is a public comments time set 
aside. 

On Nov. 20 at 7 p.m., the CV Town 
Council general meeting will begin 
discussions with residents to hear 
their ideas to improve the appearance 
of Foothill. There will be a separate 
public comments section for our beautify 
Foothill segment of the agenda.

Also on the Nov. 20 agenda, Chief Kevin 
Johnson, who oversees the Forestry 
Division’s Brush Clearance and Fuel 
Modification Units with Los Angeles 
County Fire, will discuss “hazard trees” 
and provide some information about 
vegetation and fire safety. Due to the 
drought, more trees are becoming 
distressed with some even falling. 

Lastly, Council had two successful 
events on Saturday, Nov. 8. We started 
with the dedication of Crescenta 
Commons at Rosemont and Orange 
avenues, now open for the community to 
enjoy with a beautiful monument plaque, 
benches and a cozy picnic table. We 
ended the day with the CV Town Council 
election. Welcome to Lisa Griffin, Kevin 
Kang and Desiree Rabinov. Welcome 
back Mariam Barnes, Leslie Dickson 
and Charlie Beatty. Our December 
meeting will include the swearing in of 
some brand new faces and the return of 
some members. In addition, we will say 
good-bye to a few who have served us 
very well.

Variety of Classes for Adults
Two interesting discoveries that have 

added so much to my retirement are fun 
classes held in our local communities! Art, 
dance, yoga, exercise, aikido, quilting and 
sewing classes are held at the Sunland 
Community Center. Conversational 
Spanish, holiday art workshops and a 
walking club have recently been added to 
the schedule. Karaoke, bingo and a movie 
lounge are also available and a senior lunch 
is served every weekday at the center at 
8640 Fenwick St., behind Sunland Park.

Another class for older adults is a 
free stretching and balancing session 
directed by a Cal State kinesiology 

student. It is followed by a simple arts & 
crafts class and is held at the community 
building at Crescenta Valley Park (3901 
Dunsmore Ave. off Honolulu) in La 
Crescenta every Friday from 9 a.m. till 
noon.

Isn’t it wonderful that there are endless 
activities for everyone to enjoy in our local 
neighborhoods?

Gloria Beyer
La Crescenta

Mike Lawler is the former 
president of the Historical Society
of the Crescenta Valley and loves 

local history. Reach him at
lawlerdad@yahoo.com.

Hi, CV!

Political scientists know that 
voters who come out to vote in 
a non-presidential, mid-term 
election are older and more 
conservative. That’s why the 
results from the Nov. 4 election 
are so alarming to those of us 
working to prevent underage 
drug and alcohol use.  

Did you know that Oregon 
voters elected to legalize and 
regulate marijuana with 
the passage of Measure 91? 
Alaska became the first “red” 
state to legalize and regulate 
marijuana with the passage of 
Ballot Measure 2. Nearly 70% of 
residents in Washington, D.C. 
voted in favor of Initiative 71 to 

legalize marijuana possession 
and personal cultivation. 
California overwhelmingly 
approved Proposition 47 
to end felony sentencing for 
simple drug possession and 
other petty crimes. New Jersey 
passed Public Question No. 1 
that will reform the broken bail 
system and reduce the amount 
of people behind bars for low-
level drug law violations. 
Florida became the first state 
in the south to vote in favor 
of medical marijuana with 
57% approval for Amendment 
2, which will not be enacted 
because Florida requires 60% 
to pass an initiative. Guam 
became the first U.S. territory 
to legalize medical marijuana 

for “debilitating medical 
conditions” with 56% of the 
vote.   

The Drug Policy Alliance, 
a pro-legalization group, 
said California is the next 
big battleground. If you are 
curious about polling data, 
visit our website CV-Alliance.
org and click on Drug & Alcohol 
Info and read “Surveys Say.”  
Polls find Americans think 
marijuana will be legalized 
and, even if it is, young people 
will use it even though all of 
the laws passed and proposed 
are for adults 21 and older. But 
they continue to see alcohol 
as a bigger danger. In fact, 
sugar is seen as worse for the 
body than marijuana! I think 

that’s because more people 
are personally familiar with 
alcohol and sugar than they 
are with marijuana.  

The legalization of 
recreational marijuana will 
appear on California’s 2016 
ballot. Voter turnout could be 
high because it is a presidential 
election year.   

CV Alliance will continue to 
be your source for information 
on this and other related topics.  

News froM CV alliaNCe

Suzy Jacobs 
is the executive director of 

CV Alliance located at  
3131 Foothill Blvd. Suite D

La Crescenta, CA 91214 
(818) 646-7867  http://cv-alliance.org/

Robbyn 
Battles,

President
Crescenta 

Valley Town
Council
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We fully evaluate your hearing healthcare 
symptoms and find the right treatment for you! 

Mary Frintner, AuD

Hearing Healthcare Starts Here

Miriam Moreno

1407 Foothill Blvd., Suite 2 , La Canada, CA 91011
www.hearingresourcecenter.org

Call today to schedule an appointment
818.952.1130

Serving the Foothill 
communities since 2000

orrillsauction.com     (818) 951-SOLD (7653)
10511 Sunland Blvd. 91040
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PURCHASE ESTATES CONSIGN

Goblins, ghosts, princesses and 
Creepers were found on local 
playgrounds and fields during the 

annual Halloween parades held on elementary 
school campuses. As in years past, parents 
were on hand to cheer on their costumed 
students while snapping pictures and taking 
video. Rainy weather wouldn’t come until 
later in the evening when most of the trick-or-
treaters were safely tucked away.

Here is a selection of some of the costumes 
displayed at this year’s Halloween festivities 
at the local schools.

Photos by Robin GOLDSWORTHY,

Mary O’KEEFE and Charly SHELTON

Happy Halloween!!
from Our Local Schools

Fremont

Adam Schiff Speaks at La Cañada High
Two days after being 

reelected to represent the 
28th Congressional District, 
Congressman Adam Schiff 
appeared at La Cañada High 
School to discuss the country’s 
current issues and how young 
people can get involved to an 
auditorium of World History and 
American Government students. 

“We’re going to look to you, 
the next generation, to take up 
the mantle and lead the country 
forward,” said Schiff. “You’re so 
very, very fortunate to go to one 
of the best schools in the country. 
I know you hear this time and 
time again, but the education 
you get here is what will open 
every door.” 

Schiff elaborated on the role 
that students can take to make 
substantive change, using the 
example of some high school 
students who babysat part time, 
using the money they made to 
donate to aid in Darfur, totaling 
$4,000 overall.

“There are a million 
opportunities where each of 
you can make that kind of 
difference, if you think creatively 
about it and set your mind to it, 
there’s no limit to what you can 
accomplish.”

Schiff described the myriad 
issues he faced on both a local 
and national level, from local, 
constituent based issues like 
helicopter noise in paparazzi 
packed Los Angeles to national 
issues such as war and economic 
inequality, giving the students 
a rough overview of what a 
representative’s job entails.

Nationally, Schiff spoke at 
length on his work on the House 
Appropriations Committee and 
the Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence, particularly 

dealing with ISIS and the recent 
bombings of Iraq and Syria. 

Schiff supported combating 
ISIS, but decried a lack of 
debate regarding the war within 
Congress, specifically going to 
war without an Authorization 
for Use of Military Force and 
the precedent it could set for 
future presidents declaring war 
without Congress. 

“The Speaker of the House 
doesn’t want to have the debate 
now. He’d rather have the debate 
next year when the new Congress 
takes its seat. But I think that 
this is terrible abdication of our 
responsibility and there are a 
number of members on both 
sides of the aisle that feel the 
exact same way.” 

Schiff also discussed the 
different dynamic of a post-
election, Republican controlled 
Congress.

“I look at every election as a 
chance to start over. Even though 
the election didn’t turn out the 
way that I would have liked, I 
think both parties need to take 
a breath, sit down and figure out 
what we can get accomplished.”  

Campaign finance was another 
issue Schiff discussed in response 
to a question from a student 
in the audience, detailing the 
detrimental effects of political 
candidates campaigning with the 
aid of independent expenditures 
and Super PACS. 

“You have these very wealthy 
individuals, and as a result of 
the Citizens United Supreme 
Court decision, corporations now 
can spend unlimited amounts 
of money on behalf of the same 
candidates. The result of that 
is not only that campaigns are 
more awash in money than ever 
before but that these outside 

groups have tremendous power.” 
Schiff suggested disclosure 

of campaign contributions as a 
potential solution to this issue, 
illustrating his argument with 
Target’s $150,000 contribution 
to MN Forward in 2010, a group 
which supported candidates 
opposed to gay marriage. 
Once Target had to disclose 
that contribution, customers 
protested and Target eventually 
relented by contributing an 
equal amount to the opposing 
position.

“Other corporations will be 
quite upfront and tell you, if 
we have to disclose our political 
contributions, we’re not going 
to make them because our 
customers don’t shop with us 
or buy from us because they 
agree with our corporate point of 
view. Transparency can be very 
transformative.”

But Schiff did not want to leave 
the students only with a laundry 
list of the country’s many issues, 
but also some words of advice. 

“I ran for the State Legislature 
and I lost,” said Schiff. “And if I 
had taken that as the last word, I 
wouldn’t be here to talk with you 
today. But I didn’t. I dug deep 
and ran again and guess what 
happened the next time? I lost 
again. 

“Along the way there are going 
to be plenty of people who tell 
you, whatever you’re interested 
in, that you can’t do it. You’re 
not rich enough, you’re not good 
looking enough, whatever the 
case. Some of those voices may 
come from your friends; some of 
those voices may even come from 
your family. But if you decide 
that there’s an area where you 
can make a contribution and 
you have a passion to do it, 

don’t take no for an answer. Be 
prepared, you’re going to have 
your setbacks along the way. But 

the fun part is the journey, the 
struggle.”
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It pays to be simple.

Simplify and replace stacks of bills.
The Simple1 Loan. 1 lower payment.

*All credit union loans are subject to income verification and ability to pay. Your rate may be higher based on your credit score. This loan may not be 
used to refinance existing WPCCU loans. Member fee waived if you bring in this ad. Membership requires $25 minimum savings account balance. 

Call (800) 300-9728  
Click www.wpcu.org/Simple1 
Or visit your local branch

Northridge/Granada Hills
North Hills Plaza Shopping Center

16840 Devonshire St.

Sun Valley
Canyon Plaza Shopping Center

8413 Laurel Canyon Blvd.

WPC-0003_Print_Ad_CVWeekly_02.indd   1 7/2/14   4:26 PM

Mountain Avenue

La Crescenta

Youth in Business 
Entrepreneurs Day

The YMCA is hosting 
workshops on Nov. 21 and Nov. 
22 for young entrepreneurs. 
Participants will learn how 
to prepare their business 
ideas for possible funding and 
practice presentations to actual 
investors from the Pasadena 
Angels. These workshops are for 
teen in grades six through 12. 
Enter as a three or four person 
teams or as an individual

Check in and orientation is 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 21.

Workshop and presentations 
are from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 22. The cost 
is $12 per person, $36 per team. 
Includes lunch, all materials 
and a T-shirt.

To register, visit www.
ymcafoothills.org. For more 
information contact Thom 
Martin, tmartin@ymcafoothills.
org.

The Y is located at 1930 
Foothill Blvd. in La Cañada.

Pancake Breakfast 
Benefits Scouts

On Nov. 23 from 7:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m., the community is 
invited to a pancake breakfast 
benefitting Cub Scout Pack 
314 at St. James School. Scout 
dads will be flipping pancakes 
while Cub Scouts in their blue 
caps provide attentive service. 
The cost is just $5 for a great 
breakfast that also offers 
rice pancakes for the gluten 
conscious breakfaster!

St. James Hall, 4651 
Dunsmore Ave. in La Crescenta.

CV’s Got Talent

Everyone knows that 
Crescenta Valley High School 
has a lot of talented students. 
Some of them will be highlighted 
at the school’s annual CV’s Got 
Talent show produced by the 
CVHS dance program. 

CV’s Got Talent will highlight 
singers, musicians, bands, 
world dancers and dancers from 
the advanced, international and 
beginning dance program. 

Tickets are $5 for students 
and $10 for adults. Performance 
begins at 7 p.m. on Nov. 14 at the 
CVHS MacDonald Auditorium, 
in the 4400 block of Ramsdell 
Avenue. 

YOUTH NOTES
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SPORTS
Playoff Time for Falcons Football

By Brandon HENSLEY

Last year, the Falcons did almost 
everything right on their way to an 
8-2 season, but they still missed the 
playoffs. This year, the Crescenta 
Valley High School football team 
cut out the “almost” part on its 
way to a perfect 10-0 season after 
demolishing rival Arcadia 61-30 on 
Nov. 7. With the win, CV won its 
first Pacific League championship 
since 2004, its first outright title 
since 2001.

It was a typical takedown of an 
opponent by the Falcons, the way 
it has been for two seasons. The 
offense was rolling as quarterback 
Brian Gadsby threw for six scores, 
including the first of the year to Matt 
Erickson, a regular defensive stud. 
Running back Jonathan Jun gained 
over 100 yards, giving him over 
1,000 yards for the season.

The second team defense gave 
up some points, but the starting 
unit was its usual dominant self. It 
racked up seven sacks, including 2.5 
from Davo Hakobyan and two from 
Erickson.

The Falcons have an 11-game 
winning streak dating back to last 
season, and are 18-2 since start of 
last year. But they haven’t made 
the playoffs since 2011, where a 6-4 
season gave way to a first-round loss 
at La Mirada.

The CIF playoffs begin for the 
Southeast Division on Friday. The 
Falcons will host the Harvard-
Westlake Wolverines at Glendale 
High School at 7:30 p.m. The 

Wolverines (7-3, 3-2 in league) were 
third in the Angelus League. That 
league includes St. Francis, which 
went 10-0 and also plays in the 
Southeast Division.

 “Let’s do our best to get in to the 
playoffs and show these guys who 
we really are,” Erickson said about 
the team’s mindset. “That’s what 
we’re going for. We’re trying to show 
that we can compete with the top 
teams up there.”

Gadsby said in August he wanted 
to “leave no doubt” this season 
after his team was not selected as 
an at-large bid in the Southeast 
Conference last year.

 Behind Gadsby’s 2,700 yards 
passing and 33 touchdowns, the 
Falcons achieved just that. Their 
passing attack was terrifying for 
opponents all season. Chase Walker 
caught 10 touchdowns and averaged 
20 yards a reception. Connor Van 
Ginkel, who was injured half of his 
junior year but fully healthy for this 
one, also scored 10 times and came 
up just shy of 1,000 receiving yards.

The impact of Jonathan Jun could 
not be overstated. His ability to 
catch balls out of the back field, 
combined with his excellence as a 
runner, enabled the offense to be 
more dimensional. Jun scored 13 
touchdowns and averaged 6.5 yards 
per carry.

Jordan LoBianco sparked the 
special teams and defensive units 
with his great return capability and 
solid coverage on opposing receivers. 
Tyler Hill, Sean Bloks and Ryan 
Cancelosi all helped form a much-

improved defense. Erickson was 
simply all over the field this season, 
knocking lineman out of the way 
and deflecting passes or bringing 
down the quarterback.

“We had a lot of juniors last year 
and now they’re seniors,” LoBianco 
said. “We had a whole year to play 
together last year and now we’re 
clicking.”

The biggest win of the year came 
on Oct. 24 at Muir High School. The 
Mustangs were the reigning league 
champs, and the Falcons hadn’t won 
at Muir since 2004. It turned into 
a physical, sometimes dirty, affair, 
but Crescenta Valley escaped with 
a 38-26 win.

“It was such a big game for all of 
us,” Erickson said. “Winning that 
game was amazing because we 
pulled through and beat the other 
undefeated team.”

“We knew Burbank and Muir were 
going to be our only competition,” 
LoBianco said, “and Burbank lost 
their running back (James Williams 
to injury) and we were like, ‘Oh, 
wow, now we can definitely beat 
these guys.’ Muir isn’t as good as 
they were last year. We were better 
because we returned a lot of guys.”

The road in CIF will be tough, 
starting with the Wolverines, 
but players like Gadsby, Walker, 
Erickson, Hakobyan and Van 
Ginkel will all graduate in June, so 
this is really now or never for the 
Falcons. 

Jordan LoBianco danced away from Arcadia on Friday night. CV beat Arcadia 61-
30, ending the season undefeated and moving onto the CIF playoffs.

Lieutenant Tim Feeley & Yudy, Glendale Police Department

Nearly

100,000
Votes Cast for 

GAMC gathered an army of six men in the community to increase awareness 
about breast cancer prevention and detection during Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month this October. Thank You to our captain, candidates and campaign 
managers for their dedication and passion to educate our community.
Learn more about the campaign at GlendaleAdventist.com/ArmyofPink.

ARMY OF PINK 2014

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

WINNER TIM FEELEY & YUDY!

Considered one of the region’s top facilities, the Cancer 
Center at Glendale Adventist Medical Center offers 
patients innovative technology and quality care.

Accredited by the American College of Surgeons and recipient of the 
Outstanding Achievement Award.

For more information call
(818) 863-HOPE.

Follow #ArmyofPink on Twitter

UP NEXT
vs

Who:  Harvard-Westlake Wolverines
When: Friday at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Glendale H.S.Photos by Jason BALLARD
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SPORTS

Local Crescenta Valley Residents • Community Support  
 Family Owned & Operated for Four Generations

818-248-9363
3333 Foothill Blvd. La Crescenta, CA 91214

www.bobsmithtoyota.com

Serving 
Southern California 

Since 1934
SALES • LEASING • PARTS • SERVICE

Bring in this ad when you purchase a vehicle from us and
we will donate $200 to your favorite school!

AD MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF PURCHASE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Come join Prom Plus at our
Holiday Boutique!
Come join Prom Plus at our
Holiday Boutique!

Saturday, November 15
St. Luke’s of the Mountains Church

corner of Rosemont & Foothill in La Crescenta
10AM - 4PM

Get your holiday shopping done early!
Enjoy our vendors, musical performances, and delicious food truck!

The first 200 shoppers will receive a free shopping bag. Vendor spots available. 
Check out our Prom Plus Facebook event to see our vendors.

10AM - 4PM
Get your holiday shopping done early!

Enjoy our vendors, musical performances, and delicious food truck!
The first 200 shoppers will receive a free shopping bag. 

Check out our Prom Plus Facebook event to see our vendors.
For more information, call Robin at (818)248-2740 or email info@promplus.org

 Thank You To Our Sponsors

Saturday, November 15
St. Luke’s of the Mountains Church

corner of Rosemont & Foothill in La Crescenta

“Our Business is Your Business”
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Chris Aristo
www.agentaristo.com

(818) 249-2672 office 
(818) 448 3939 cell
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Historic Meet at CV Park

Rosemont Girls Win Champi-
onship, Boys Place Second

By Leonard COUTIN

The Pacific League cross-country finals exceeded 
expectations on Thursday when Crescenta Valley, 
Arcadia and Burbank high schools girls’ varsity teams 
tied for first place.  

Few imagined that history was about to be made 
when they lined the course to cheer on the runners. 
According to CVHS head coach Mark Evans, a three-
way tie has not happened in 20, or possibly 30, years of 
competition. 

Arcadia and Burbank scored wins at the dual meets 
over CV; CV scored its win at the league finals. When 
all the points were added for the total meets it was 
realized that the three schools had accumulated the 
same number of points. 

Scoring big numbers for the Falcons came from dual 
senior captains Haley Witzeman and Megan Melnyk. 
The pair led their team physically and emotionally all 
season. 

Having a successful PR (personal record) race at Mt. 
SAC, Witzeman improved her personal best course time 
on Thursday to take second (18:41.09). This also earned 
her a spot as one of the top five Falcons girl runners who 
ran their best time on CV’s home course at Crescenta 
Valley Park. 

“It was great to finally be able to run a good time on 
the CV course,” Witzeman said. “It’s hard to get a lower 
time on it, so I was really glad we had the opportunity to 

run league finals there. I felt good and I was so thankful 
to be healthy and injury-free. The other girls on the 
team ran really well, too; this was a good race to show 
that all of our training paid off.” 

Melnyk, who had been suffering from a cold all week, 
was not able to engage in the race as she typically does. 
She picked up third place running 18:51.88, far below 
her personal best of 18:30 in the 2013 season. 

When asked what she thought of running her last 
season on the course, the senior praised her teammates’ 
performance as a great victory. 

“The focus was on the team. We went into it thinking 
that we wanted to beat Burbank. When we beat both 
Burbank and Arcadia we were so happy because we had 
gotten third place at the first two league dual meets.”   

Adding to the strong Falcons performance were points 
made by Rebecca Mencia, Annie Meyers, Elizabeth 
Hart, Samantha Bernardo and Grace McAuley.

Burbank’s star runner junior Candela Fernandez 
claimed the first place position, running the second 
fastest time on the Falcons course (17:57.91).  
Arcadia coach Michael Feraco-Eberle held back his top 
two runners to prevent further injuries to his athletes. 
His top soph-frosh runner sprained her leg on the 
course when running earlier. Stepping in was Arcadia’s 
middle distance runner, Laura Guidolin, who placed 
fourth (18:59.88). 

Burbank’s lead runner sophomore Kira Bochard took 
fifth (19:20.09) followed by teammate Caroline Adams 
(19:24.41). Burroughs’ top points came from ninth 
grader Emily Virture who captured eighth (19:47.62), 
Heidi Eligio 10th (19:53.25) and Molly Stapelfeldt 
16th (20:26.53). In the final scoring, Crescenta Valley 
came in first (40), followed by Burbank (57), Arcadia 
(60), Burroughs (88) Glendale (126), Hoover (181) and 
Pasadena (202). 

No surprises were found in the boys’ league finals 
varsity race. Apache Phillip Rocha took an early 
lead and won with an impressive time of 15.22.88. 
Burroughs’ Garrett Boulais placed second (15:44.72) 
followed by Shane Thompson (15:44.93). CV trailed 
Burbank’s Enrique Vizcaino finished seventh (15:59.09), 
Manav Vats took eighth (16:03.31) and teammate Colin 
FitzGerald placed ninth (16:06.69). Arcadia’s Chris Lee 
captured 10th (16:13.18).     

“We ran great races,” said Evans. “The boys are still 
not fully healthy but everyone stepped up and they ran 
a great race. Girls really put together a great race. We 
are ready to go into CIF.”

The CIF prelims will be held at Mt. SAC with the 
Division 1 Pacific League teams being placed together 
for very first time. Since the heat races have been 
reduced from four races to three, this will be the first 
time that the teams from the same league will face each 
other so early in CIF competition. The boys’ race begins 
at 1:47 p.m.; girls at 2:45 p.m.

For more photos by Leonard Coutin, visit  
www.cvweekly.com/SPORTS.

By Brandon HENSLEY
 
For the first time in Brent 

Ballard’s four years as coach at 
Rosemont Middle School, his 
basketball team is not the best. 
That title now belongs to the Wilson 
Knights, who beat the Spartans 
46-37 at Wilson Middle School 
on Oct. 30 to capture the league 
championship in the season finale.

It was Wilson’s second win over 
Rosemont this season. 

The Knights were a perfect 6-0 
this season, in a league that also 
includes Roosevelt and Toll Middle 
School. Rosemont finished 4-2, the 
first ever losses under Ballard.

The Knights led 26-21 at halftime. 
The Spartans committed turnovers 
the Knights turned into points to 
extend their lead to 41-30 with five 
minutes left, and that put the game 
out of reach. If the Spartans had 
won, both teams would have shared 
the championship, as there would 
have been no playoffs.

The boys were led this season 
by Max Blessinger, Jonathan Lee, 
Alex Zohouralen and seventh 
grader Tyler Carlson, who became 
the first seventh grade player to 
make Ballard’s starting five at 

Rosemont.
For the girls, Coach Chris 

Bouchard led his team to another 
undefeated season as his team won 
42-16. The Knights came in second 
in the league, their only losses 
coming against Rosemont. The 
game was close in the beginning, 
as Rosemont held a 15-7 edge and 
took a 21-9 lead into the half. But 
the Spartans pressured heavily in 
the second half, creating a flood of 
turnovers and the game turned into 
a route.

There was a scary moment in 
the second half involving eighth 
grader Caity Bouchard, arguably 
the team’s most talented player. 
Caity had the ball and went down 
hard as her knees knocked against 
players and the floor. She stayed 
down for several minutes, grabbing 
her left knee. She was able to finally 
walk off the court, though she did 
not return. Bouchard did report 
after the game Caity was fine and 
no real injury was sustained.

The girls were led this season by 
Caity, Denise Dayag and Destiny 
Gilliand. 

For more of Brandon’s photos 
of Rosemont’s games, visit www.
cvweekly.com/SPORTS

For More Stories on Gladiators & St Francis go to cvweekly.com
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LCWC Hosts College Planning 
Workshop for Parents 

The La Crescenta Woman’s 
Club is hosting a free workshop on 
Tuesday, Nov 19 at 7 p.m. on finding 
money for college. This workshop 
is for local parents of college bound 
high school students.

The workshop will focus on proven 
ways of getting money for college, no 
matter how much income parents 
make or their student’s grades. The 
class will include information on 
how to double or triple eligibility for 
free grant money, secrets to sending 
a child to a private school for less 
than the cost of a state school, and 
the biggest mistakes that nine out of 
10 parents make when planning for 
college. 

The LCWC will be awarding 

senior scholarships again this year 
and College Planning Experts, 
the organization presenting the 
workshop, is one of the sponsors of 
those scholarships. 

The workshop is free, but seating 
is limited. To reserve a seat, call 
(661) 295-9946 or visit www.
CollegePlanningExperts.com and 
click on the workshop tab. 

La Crescenta Women’s Club, 4004 
La Crescenta Ave. in La Crescenta. 

WANT THE 
LATEST 

COMMUNITY 
NEWS?

Sign up for our 
CV Weekly 

E-BLAST.

E-mail info@
cvweekly.com to 
receive an e-mail 

with the latest 
community news.

Sign up in the church office
2902 Montrose Ave. • La Crescenta

818-249-6137 or by emailing
Ashley@lcpc.net

DON’T MISS
VBS Son Treasure Island

at La Crescenta 
Presbyterian Church!

July 14-18
9:00 am – Noon

Children ages 4 years
through 6th Grade are
invited to come have a

swashbuckling good time 
while learning that God’s

love is the greatest
treasure!

DRE# 01266383

OPEN HOUSE  •  Sunday, November 16th  •  1 - 4 pm
Completely Remodeled & Updated on Approximately 12K+SF of Land!

5220 MARYLAND AVE.      $1,199,000

•  A Beautiful 5 Bedroom 3 Bathroom Home with
   Mountain Views on a  Cul-De-Sac Street
•  Large Backyard with Deck and Pool that’s
   Great for Entertaining
•  Custom Cabinets with Marble/Granite
   Countertops
•  Hardwood Floors Throughout
•  Drought Tolerant Landscape
•  Quiet Mountain Oasis
•  Great Schools in the District
•  North of Foothill Blvd, West of Pennsylvania

shine through 

Guess Who Came to GHK Dinner?

A traditional Italian dinner 
served by a true Italian in 
his family home. A wine and 
cheese extravaganza offered in 
a restored turn of the century 
house. A three-alarm dinner 
toasting local firefighters. 
These were the offerings 
that supporters of Glendale 
Healthy Kids chose from for 
the organization’s annual 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 
fundraiser held in October. 

Thousands of dollars were 
raised for the organization while 
guests enjoyed filling dinners 
paired with fine conversation.

Glendale Healthy Kids has 
provided health care services to 
children who might otherwise 
go without. To learn more, visit 
www.glendalehealthykids.org.

Mona and Greg Astorian opened their home for the annual Glendale Healthy Kids’ Guess Who’s Coming 
to Dinner? event. The meal was provided by Glendale Fire Dept. Stations 21, 27 and 29. Pictured (from left) 
are Mona Astorian, GHK executive director Sharon Townsend and Glendale Fire Chief Harold Scoggins.

Talented firefighting chefs from Glendale Fire Dept. (with GHK 
executive director Sharon Townsend and Glendale Noon Rotary 
President Elizabeth Manasserian) cooked all morning at Station 21 to 
make a memorable meal for GHK guests.
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Sarkhosh Provides “The Finest” in 
Tax and Accounting Services

Kobeissi Properties Welcomes Amy Chang

By Mary O’KEEFE

Amy Chang of Kobeissi 
Properties knows why families 
want to move to La Cañada. 
They’re the same reasons she 
and her family recently moved.

“There are very good schools 
and a very good [and growing] 
Chinese community with a lot 
of potential in the area,” she 
said. 

Chang was born in 
Shanghai, China and was 
living in Japan until 2007 
when she and her family 
moved to America. They 
chose the west coast, 
specifically Southern 
California, because of 
its accessible flights to 
China.  When Chang and 
her husband, who is from 
Taiwan, started looking 
into living in either Los 
Angeles or San Francisco, 
L.A. won out. With their 
young daughter, the family 
first moved to Glendale 
but discovered that the La 
Cañada area seemed to 
better fit their needs.

The foothills community 
was a good choice.

“The schools [are great] 
and the community is 
small,” Chang said. “There 
is a lot of green [vegetation] 
and living here is quiet.”

There is a growing 
community of Chinese 
immigrants in the area and 

Chang said she wants to help 
them in any way she can. 

“This summer we [saw] 
many Chinese families moving 
into La Cañada,” she said. 
She is part of a “mama’s club” 
that offers families of Chinese 
descent information about the 
California school system and 
the differences in the cultures 
of China and America. 

“We sit and talk together 
about schools and our 
community,” Chang said. 

Currently a real estate agent 
with Kobeissi Properties, 
she had been working 
with Sotheby’s. Changing 
companies was another move 
that was well thought out. 

“Kobeissi is a famous 
company in this area,” she 
said. Chang had spoken to 
several companies but liked 
the hometown feel of Kobeissi. 

“I think local companies are 
very important,” she added. 
“Sandy and Mike [Kobeissi] 
are so nice and this company 
is very beautiful.”

An example of the 
Kobeissis’ friendly reputation 
was an invitation extended to 
Chang and her family to their 
Cars and Coffee event. Held 
on the first Saturday of each 
month, Mike Kobeissi shares 
his love of automobiles with 
other fellow enthusiasts at 
the Kobeissi office at 711 
Foothill Blvd. in La Cañada. 
Chang thought the event was 
a perfect way to ease families 
new to the area into the 
community. 

She said she feels lucky 
to have found the perfect 
company in the perfect 
location. 

Rene Sarkhosh, CPA opened 
his accounting firm in 2008 
specializing in taxes. Since 
then, he has helped hundreds 
of business owners file their 
taxes and pre-plan to minimize 
their tax burden over their 
lifetime.

Rene graduated from USC 
with an accounting degree and 
is currently working on his M.S. 

in Taxation at Golden Gate 
University. His vast experience 
includes managing large local 
accounting firms as well as 
helping smaller firms with the 
intricacies of tax preparation 
and filing. His knowledge base 
and understanding of tax laws 
are widely recognized and 
he has conducted continuing 
education courses for other 
CPAs. NBC News has even 
drawn upon his skills and he 
was interviewed as an expert 
by the news team.

Rene also recognizes the 
importance of community. He 
volunteers his time and has 
often served as treasurer for 
nonprofits and as a consultant 
to many local charitable 
organizations. Along with his 
family, the community is very 
important to him. 

 Many of Rene’s clients are 
businesses with less than 
three owners or individuals 
owning real estate or utilizing 
a financial planner. He also 

works with individuals 
and families who rely on a 
CPA for tax advice. This is 
especially helpful when they 
are being audited or have 
foreign transactions, including 
working outside the country.

As confirmation of his 
standing in the community 
and his excellent business 
practices, Rene Sarkhosh has 
been voted Crescenta Valley 
Weekly’s Finest Accountant for 
three consecutive years – 2012, 
2013 and 2014. 

Get a head start on your 
taxes and contact CV Weekly’s 
Finest today!

This little boy cat is super 
sweet and always happy to play. 
He was found about a week 
ago in La Crescenta, cold and 
alone on a windy night. He was 
taken home by a local family 
who already has three cats 
and, although he is adorable 
and affectionate, four cats is too 
many.

Anyone who is able and 
interested in being the proud 
companion of a new kitten, 
please contact the CVWeekly 
office at (818) 248-2740. He will 
love you forever and as soon as 
you meet him, you will love him 
too.539 N Glenoaks Blvd #202, 

Burbank
818 98-00-TAX (829)

www.SARKHOSH.com

FREE PROJECTIONS FOR
NEW 2014 TAX CLIENTS

Don’t make it a guessing game!
For proper planning, know what your 2014

projections will be before year-end!
“Voted Finest Accountant 3 Years in a Row”

www.sarkhosh.com
539 N Glenoaks Blvd #202, Burbank • 818 98-00-TAX (829)
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In Need of Loving Home
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CV Weekly On The Move!! Wellness
Style & 

Everything you need to look and feel your best.

To advertise in 
our Wellness 

& Style 
section, call 
818.248.2740

818-957-7035

Available at Anthony Chiropractic!
3935 Foothill Blvd. in La Crescenta

Call today to book your appt!

The Finest
Massage

Therapist 2014
Jerome

Johnson II, CMT

Gift
Certificates

Walk-ins
Welcome

www.bellahairstudiolc.com
Pamper the ones you love.

(818) 790-2062
835 Foothill Blvd. • La Cañada, CA 91011

We’re a full service Hair & Nail Salon.  All our stylist
are up-to date with the latest styles & trends.

Brazilian Blowout Certified Salon  •  Call about our monthly specials!

818•321•3919
Laura@BodyworkbyLaura.com

BodyworkbyLaura.massagetherapy.com

I work with
your body to

help heal and
relieve pain.

Gift Certificates Available

Gentle Yoga For
Seniors

For Mind, Body, And Soul

For more information,
call 818-590-7296
Knights of Columbus Hall

2657 Honolulu Avenue, Montrose

Thurs.
9-10am

$10
per class
$90

10 classes

Poofy Organics
by Fatima Pagtakhan

(Independent Consultant)

Over 400 luxurious, organic,
affordable & toxin free products to 

choose from, handmade in the USA!
I will refund shipping cost on orders $75 
and up (before tax and shipping). Email 

FREESHIP, name and order number to 
redeem. Valid until Dec 31, 2014.

www.poofyorganics.com/keithsmom
poofykeithsmom@gmail.com

818.748.7681

818-249-9355
Call Today for Our $27 New Patient Special and 
Get Your Life Back!

Dr. Dale Ellwein
 Standing Tall Chiropractic
  3436 N. Verdugo Rd, Suite 250
   Glendale, CA 91208

Get Your Life Back
at Standing Tall Chiropractic

818-249-9355
Call Today for Our $27 New Patient Special and 
Get Your Life Back!

“I thought I would have to give 
up being a hair stylist because 
of my wrist problem.” 
April Ray
April Ray Salon

“I thought I would have to give 
up being a hair stylist because 
of my wrist problem.” 
April Ray
April Ray Salon

Get Your Life Back
at Standing Tall Chiropractic

Dr. Dale Ellwein
 Standing Tall Chiropractic
  3436 N. Verdugo Rd, Suite 250
   Glendale, CA 91208

Call today & start living pain free!
Dr. Mark Anthony

818-957-7035
3935 Foothill Blvd., La Crescenta

www.LaCrescentaChiropractor.com
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“The FINEST” Chiropractor
3 years in a row from local voters like you.

Bodywork
by Laura

Laura Weston, a longtime 
resident of Montrose,  is the 
talent behind Bodywork by 
Laura, a business devoted to 
helping people relieve pain and 
maintain their health. A State 
Certified Massage Therapist, 
Laura works with those who 
suffer chronic pain to relieve 
that pain and adopt ways of 
life that keep the pain away 
and maintain good health. As 
Laura says, “Modern life puts 
us into situations where it’s 
very hard to avoid damaging 
our health and awareness of 
what keeps us well is vital 
to good health.” Laura gives 
pain-relieving massage and 
advice to help her clients keep 
the pain away and to restore 
and maintain vital health.

Laura Weston
Certified Massage Therapist

(818) 321-3919

Healthy Bods by Jo.
Jo McLaughlin
AAFA Certified Personal Trainer

Private Fitness Training, 
Rehab and Group
Training Classes.
Available at Anthony
Chiropractic, La Crescenta!
818-856-6054

Grand Opening of Her Private Studio!

1424 Foothill Blvd. • La Canada CA 91011
818.790.7727

www.TaixWorkoutStudio.com

Come To The Finest Personal
Trainer & Finest Studio!
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Questions About
Today’s Real Estate?
Ask Phyllis!
Selling From Out Of State
Dear Phyllis,
   My father passed away and I 
am the executor of the estate.  My 
mother passed years ago and I 
am the only child. Two months 
ago, I moved to Oregon and to 
make it more overwhelming I  
am a single working mother of 
three teenagers (thankfully one 
is driving). I am feeling very 
anxious about this task.  

What condition does the home 
need to be in to sell, and any 
suggestions as to what I should/
can do with all of the stuff? What 
advice or, better yet, encourage-
ment can you provide?

- Oregon

Dear Oregon,
   You can sell your home AS 
IS.  Although you may want 
to consider minor repairs or 
improvements that might result 
in $3 for each dollar spent, you 
don’t need to do anything. Any 
city retrofit requirements can 
be assumed by the buyer. As far 
as all the stuff, you may decide 
to hire an estate sales person 
to handle the contents of the 
home. Typically, they have a sale 
and donate or dispose of the 
items not sold. 

Trying to sell a home is chal-
lenging enough, and if you’re 
selling a home from out-of-state, 
I can sympathize with your anxi-
ety. If you select the right Real-
tor®, selling your home will 
be a breeze.  Because you are 
not local, your Realtor® will 
need to do a lot more for you 
… things normally done by the 
homeowner. Make sure your 
real estate agent agrees (in writ-
ing) to:

• Coordinate any repairs and es-

timates for improvements. Your 
agent should make recommen-
dations to you of inexpensive 
repairs and improvements that 
will help you sell your home 
quickly at the highest price.  
• Oversee any repairs and send 
you photos so you can be com-
fortable with the quality of the 
work. 
• Conduct weekly inspections 
of your father’s home (make 
sure no additional repairs are 
needed, landscaping is being 
maintained, etc.).

Of course in any home selling 
situation your Realtor® should:
• Help you establish the correct 
asking price by preparing a mar-
ket assessment for your review.
• As your first showings are the 
views from the Internet, make 
sure your agent hires a profes-
sional photographer. 
• Make recommendations as to 
which furniture and items might 
be used for home staging. 

   Finally, hire a Realtor® sooner 
rather than later. Once you hire 
your real estate agent, they can 
coordinate most details. They 
can meet and interview estate 
salespeople and they can meet 
Salvation Army or whomever 
for donations. 

Phyllis Harb is a Realtor® with 

Dilbeck Real Living.  

She may be contacted 

at (818) 790-7325 or by email 

AskPhyllis@RealtorHarb.com.

Happy, and at Home!
Complimentary in-home

assessment - no cost to you!

818.248.4278
www.Tenderhhc.com

We treat our
 clients like family.

Dianne Thompson and Wayne Gilbert brought the 
CV Weekly along to Dubrovnik, Croatia in August 
as part of a fabulous small ship cruise from Athens, 
Greece to Zagreb, Croatia. Other ports-of-call were 
Delphi, Greece and Kotor, Montenegro, as well as the 
islands of Kortcula, Hvar and the medieval city of 
Split, Croatia. According to the couple, Plitvici Lakes 
are also a must see.   

The weather and sailing were perfect!  
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Then & now |  Foothill Boulevard at the Crescenta-Cañada Border  Courtesy of the Historical Society of CV

By Ted AYALA

Chamber Opera Players of 
Los Angeles – COPOLA – like 
Pacific Opera Project and WildUp 
among other local emerging 
classical music organizations 
before it, seems to have taken 
sage pugilistic wisdom to heart: 
float like a butterfly and sting 
like a bee. 

Short on resources but long on 
ambition and savvy, the COPOLA 
is the nimble welterweight 
dancing circles around the 
heavyweight ensembles with 
hallowed names and storied 
traditions. Their double-bill of 
George N. Gianopulos’ “The Last 
Silent Voice” and Ned Rorem’s 
“Three Sisters Who Are Not 
Sisters,” performed last weekend 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
in downtown Glendale, was a 
striking case in point. 

While major opera houses are 
slumping on the ropes content 
to rehash the same repertoire, 
groups like COPOLA take the 
bold risks, punching above their 
weight. That their double-bill 
consisted of music by living 
composers speaks for itself. 

Commissioned by COPOLA 
and lasting a mere 15 minutes, 
Gianopulos’ “The Last Silent 
Voice” is a tightly wound 
chromatic ball of tension, adroitly 
navigating an idiom lying 
between Scriabin and Sondheim, 
but wholly the composer’s own. 
Gianopulos’ melodic fluency is 
a natural fit for the voice, while 
his skillful grasp of drama 
belie the fact that this is the 
composer’s operatic debut. Only 
Monique Boudreau’s gauche, 
opaque libretto – its overwrought 
prosody striking an unflattering 

contrast with the lithe elegance of 
Gianopulos’ music – proved to be 
the sole misstep in the endeavor.

Ned Rorem’s “Three Sisters 
Who Are Not Sisters,” a kooky 
murder mystery set in a nursery, 
was a little over twice the length 
of the Gianopulos opera. The 
nonagenarian composer has long 
been considered one of the most 
distinguished living composers of 
art song, but this opera finds him 
equally adept on the stage as he 
is at the recital hall. 

Soprano Ariel Pisturino and 
baritone E. Scott Levin – co-
founders of COPOLA and 
stalwarts of the local opera scene 
– starred in the Gianopulos 
opera. In the Rorem they were 
joined by tenor John Keenan, 
soprano Christa Stevens, and 
mezzo-soprano Jessica Mamey. 
The ensemble was tight, unified. 
Levin’s resonant baritone was 
handsomely spotlighted in the 
Gianopulos opera, its density of 
tone providing the ideal foil to 
Pisturino’s radiant, opulent voice. 
Keenan, as ever, was liquid in his 
delivery, pure in tone. 

Fellow Pacific Opera Project 
alumnus Josh Shaw directed, 
making imaginative use of the 
limited space available, and in 
the Rorem mining the mordant 
humor that has become his 
trademark. Stephen Karr 
provided the flexible and colorful 
piano accompaniment. 

Chamber Opera Players have 
adopted the acronym COPOLA 
for themselves, perhaps in the 
hopes that a little Hollywood 
magic rubs off on them. With 
their latest production, they 
certainly have shown themselves 
to be more than worthy of a 
Tinseltown-style happy ending.  

COPOLA Stages 
Double-Bill Of 

Gianopulos, 
Rorem

Now » The same stretch of the boulevard looks vastly different 
now, as mature trees grow amid roses in the center of Foothill, and 
lush greenery has replaced the wooden telephone poles along the 
sidewalks. The green medians end at the La Crescenta border where 
the idea of center medians in the Crescenta Valley was rejected by 
business owners several years ago.

Then » This 1991 photo of Foothill Boulevard in La Cañada is 
looking west towards Ocean View Boulevard. It shows a wide, bare 
boulevard. In the early ’90s, just after this photo was taken, the City 
of La Cañada Flintridge went on an ambitious campaign to beautify 
their portion of Foothill by removing utility poles, and adding center 
medians and landscaping.

By Michael WORKMAN

Sometimes a game comes 
along that is so big and hyped 
up it deserves a preview to fully 
cover all the important aspects 
that a single review simply can’t. 
“Dragon Age: Inquisition” is one 
of those games. 

From the creators of the 
equally popular “Mass Effect” 
series, BioWare’s fantasy RPG 
Dragon Age will release its highly 
anticipated third installment on 
Nov. 19, which promises to be the 
biggest title yet in the series.

It’s a little intimidating for 
gamers new to the Dragon Age 
series to jump right into the 
latest title since it has extensive 
lore and two previous games 
worth of history. Lucky for you, I 
will explain the important bits in 
an abridged way. 

The Dragon Age world is split 
between two worlds, the fade 
(spirit world) and Thedas (mortal 
world). All magic comes from the 
fade, and is very mysterious and 
hard to control making mages 
and magic users looked upon 
with suspicion. The events of the 
first game, “Dragon Age: Origin” 
had players take on the role of 

the Grey Warden, an old and 
respected order sworn to fight 
monsters called Darkspawn. 
Thrust into a civil war that 
threatens to doom the world, the 
Grey Warden rallies all the races 
– elves, dwarves and humans – 
to unite and stop the Darkspawn 
blight and bring peace and 
harmony to Ferelden. But it 
doesn’t last. 

When “Dragon Age 2” came 
along, mages and templars are 
at each others’ throats and it’s up 
to the Champion of Kirkwall (the 
player) to decide who to support. 
In the end, the mages rebelled 
against the templar order 
starting an all-out war. What 
can be worse than a massive war 
that spans the entire continent? 
Well, how about a tear in reality 
itself with murderous demons 
spilling out. That’s what players 
are going to be dealing with this 
holiday season.

What we know of the plot goes 
something like this: A massive 
green explosion destroys a 
castle killing everyone inside 
except the player and demons 
are now pouring out of tears 
in the veil. Whatever saved 
your character has also given 

them a unique power to close 
the tears in the veil, potentially 
stopping this crisis. You and your 
companions are chosen to form 
The Inquisition, an order that 
started out as a mage and heretic 
hunting organization, but now is 
tasked with saving the world and 
ending the war between mages 
and templars in the process. 

“Dragon Age: Inquisition” 
has the largest maps yet in the 
series. One region was touted to 
being five times as large as some 
of the locations in the first game 
“Dragon Age: Origins.” This was 
done to encourage players to 
explore the surroundings that 
could hold hidden items, valuable 
crafting material, and possibly 
dragons. Of course, a game 
called “Dragon Age” would have 
dragons! But these are now much 
bigger and nastier than the ones 
players faced in the previous two 
games. 

BioWare designed these 
enemies to be taken down in 
almost an old-school arcade way. 
Players and their companions 
will have to damage the dragons’ 
limbs and wings before they can 
start actually hurting the beasts 

‘Dragon Age: Inquisition’ – 
What a Show!

Photo Courtesy Electronic Arts
Dragons and warring factions of knights abound in the third installment of the ‘Dragon Age’ series.

see DRAGON on page 20
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Caltech Glee Club &
Chamber Singers

Nancy Sulahian, Music Director
William Schimdt, Accompanist

featuring

InsanAe
eT vaNae curaE

Joseph Haydn

A CEREMONY OF CAROLS
Benjamin Britten
Liesl Erman, Harp

Gabriel’s Oboe
Ennio Morricone

Michele Forrest, Oboe

Dravidian Dithyramb
Victor Paranjoti

Daniel, Servant of the Lord
Undine Moore

Weslee Glenn & Mark Kozlowski,
Soloists

Also music by Salas, Homilius,
M. Haydn, Dickau and Ticheli

Saturday, Nov. 22, 2014
Ramo Auditorium

8:00 pm

2764 Foothill Blvd. La Crescenta
Independently Owned

Come Meet Our
Knowledgeable and

Friendly Staff!

818.248.5851

Your HomeTown
Pharmacy

    Free local

DeliverY    Free local

DeliverY

TAX TIME MADE EASY!

Serving the residents of Crescenta Valley 
for over 40 years!

Foothill Blvd.

Verdugo City 
Post Office

Honolulu Ave.

La Crescenta Ave.

H
The INCOME 
TAX STORE

FREE TAX REVIEW
Call for appointment

Toll-Free: 800-597-0313
Office: (818) 957-5356

E-mail: IncomeTaxStore2@aol.com

3795 La Crescenta Ave., Suite 100

By Ted AYALA

Few composers experienced 
the transformation, indeed the 
kind of second musical youth, 
that Leoš Janáček experienced. 
The fire that ignited this fuse 
was the largely unrequited love 
he felt for Kamila Stösslová, a 
married woman 38 years his 
junior. 

“My soul and feeling is 
warmed and comes to a boil 
only through a single woman. 
That’s why my compositions 
have become so wild,” he 
wrote to her two years after 
the composition of his “String 
Quartet No. 1,” which was 
among works on the Le Salon 
de Musiques program on 
Sunday evening at the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion. 

Nicknamed “The Kreutzer 
Sonata” by the composer in a 
nod to the eponymous Tolstoy 
novella that inspired it, in 
playing the piece the quartet 
communicated a passion, a 
sensual ardor that defies the 
fact that the composer entered 
his 70th year during the 
quartet’s composition. 

In this and in Bedrich 
Smetana’s often anguished 
“String Quartet No. 1,” a 
musical autobiography of the 
composer’s descent into illness 
and deafness, the Le Salon 
string quartet (comprised of 
violinists Jessica Guidiri and 
Serena McKinney, violist Yi 
Zhou, and cellist Ben Hong) 
were more precise than 
passionate, more at home with 
those works’ brief driftings into 
straight-ahead merriness than 
with their tragedy. Smetana’s 
“A la Polka” scherzo was 
delivered with enviable charm 
and grace, while the outer 
movements – especially the 
work’s utterly heartbreaking 
coda – were churned out rather 
prosaically. 

The Janáček was much the 
same: exacting technical polish, 
but at the cost of glossing over 
the work’s electric current of 
expression and feeling. The 
playing was exciting, but 
frosty, distant. 

The quartet was on firmer 
footing in the two works that 
opened the concert. Josef Suk’s 
“Meditation on the Old Czech 

Chorale St. Wenceslas” was 
played with sumptuous tone 
and fine attention to its textural 
details. But in Herbert Howells’ 
all-out gorgeous “Fantasy 
String Quartet” the best 
qualities of the quartet really 
shone, its qualities playing to 
the quartet’s strengths. Lucid, 
rapt and utterly beautiful, 
the Howells work is a kind of 
chamber counterpart to Ralph 
Vaughan Williams’ “Fantasia 
on a Theme by Thomas Tallis” 
and “A Lark Ascending.” The 
Le Salon quartet reveled in 
the work’s beauty, spinning 
diaphanous webs of tone again 
and again. 

It was also the kind of musical 
discovery that showcased the 
very best of Le Salon founder 
François Chouchan’s mission: 
to brush the dust off of works 
cast aside or overlooked by 
musical history. The Howells’ 
masterwork was a welcome 
surprise, but the masterly 
playing of the Le Salon 
musicians is everything we’ve 
come to expect from this 
intrepid organization. 

Le Salon Showcases Four Composers

which will be no easy task as 
dragons are immune to the 
majority of special attacks the 
player’s party can dish out. 

Careful planning and 
attention to what works and 
what doesn’t will be needed to 
bring down these creatures. As 
exciting as fighting dragons 
and demons may sound, I 
now must cover the biggest 
draw for fans of the series. The 
romance.

Since the 1998 game 
“Baldur’s Gate,” BioWare has 
featured romance options in 
their games in one form or 
another. Many fans cite the 
ability to romance your party 
members as one of the biggest 
reasons they love the series. In 
“Dragon Age: Origins,” four of 
your party members could be 
romanced, and in “Dragon Age 
2” five party members could be 
romanced, but in “Inquisition” 
eight members are possible to 

romance. Some characters can 
only be romanced depending 
on the player’s gender or 
race, while others are not 
restricted by either. Players 
are treated to a wide array 
of relationships that feature 
heterosexual, homosexual or 
bisexual possible romances. 
Characters will have their 
own special quest that can be 
accessed after the player gains 
their trust and potentially 
reveal more about their past. 
Many fans are already trying 
to decide which companion to 
woo next week when the game 
drops.

It will certainly be an epic 
week for gamers everywhere 
when they raise the banner of 
The Inquisition and fight their 
way across a vast continent 
full of monsters and baddies. 

“Dragon Age: Inquisition” 
will be coming to PS4, Xbox 
One, and PC on Nov. 19.

DRAGON from page 19

By Isiah REYES

Crescenta Valley High School 
students are completing their 
final rehearsals for the annual 
CV’s “Got Talent” at the school’s 
MacDonald Auditorium. 

There will be a total of 
12 dances and seven acts 
performing. The dance styles 
will range from jazz to ballet to 
hip hop while the talents will 

include singers who play guitar 
and some who play piano.

Dance instructor Fredda 
Manzo said that people can 
expect an enjoyable evening with 
great music all the way through.

“The students here have a lot 
of potential,” Manzo said. “They 
are very talented and we like 
to give them the opportunity to 
develop.”

The attendance is expected to 

be a full house. The event is a 
fundraiser to help CVHS Dance. 
The money earned this year will 
help pay for shows next year as 
well as activities such as field 
trips to UCLA.

The event will take place 
on Friday Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for students and 
$10 for adults. The MacDonald 
Auditorium is located at 4400 
Ramsdell Ave. in La Crescenta.

CV’s Got Talent

Asian Box- Build Your Own Box Lunch
By Charly SHELTON

A new restaurant has popped 
up in Downtown L.A. and in 
Burbank – Asian Box. In much 
the same way that Subway, Blaze 
Pizza and Chipotle offer a make- 
your-own sandwich, pizza and 
burrito experience (respectively), 
Asian Box is a make-your-own 
box lunch restaurant with quick 
and friendly counter service or 
in house dining. With gluten- 
free and oh-so-good for you 
ingredients, guests can customize 
their Asian inspired cuisine to 

fit their specific 
liking. Want 
chilled noodles 
instead of rice? 
You got it. How 
about a lime 
spritz? Chicken, 
beef, pork, 
tofu and on 
and on. There 
is a long line 
of sauces and 
toppings to choose from. Or for 
those who are simply too busy 
to choose their own toppings, 
the expert chefs have pre-chosen 

toppings to create house favorite 
combinations. 

For those who like healthy, 
Asian inspired dishes that will 
fill the tummy without emptying 
the wallet, Asian Box is the place 
to go. 

Located at 116 E. Palm Ave. in 
Burbank (by the AMC 16) and 
445 S. Figueroa St. in Downtown 
L.A.

(Try the peanut sauce! You’ll 
love it!)



Got
Good 
Food?

Call 818.248.2740 for 
advertising info.
Available sizes:
2x2, 2x4 or 4x4.

Dining Delights
November 13th

SPECIALS!!

TURKEY
FEASTS

ORDER BY
NOV. 21st

MAKE YOUR LIFE EASIER WITH A COMPLETE HOLIDAY MEAL FROM
FRANKS FAMOUS KITCHEN AND CATERING 

Mini Feast Serves 2-4 $65.00: Whole Roasted Turkey, appx 10lbs • Turkey Gravy 16oz 
• Cranberry Relish 8oz • Choice of 2 Side Dishes (32oz) • Choice of Pie
Mayflower Feast Serves 6-8 $120.00: Whole Roasted Turkey 12-14 lbs  • Turkey 
Gravy 32oz • Cranberry Relish 16oz • Choice of 2 (64oz) or 4 (32oz) Sides  • Choice of Pie 
Pilgrims Feast $20.00 per person Min.6 people: Fully Cooked Free Range 
Turkey • Gravy • Cranberry Relish • Choice of 4 Side Dishes • Choice of Pie 
Plymouth Rock $22.00 per person Min. 6 people: Fully Cooked Free Range 
Turkey • Sweet Slice Ham • Gravy • Cranberry Relish • Choice of 4 Sides • Choice of Pie

Buy 1 cupcake 
get 1 FREE
exp. date 11/30/14

Gift

Certifi
cates

Availa
ble

The Crows Nest Sports Grille
7279 Foothill Boulevard
Tujunga, CA 91042
(818) 353-0852  or
www.thecrowsnestsg.com

Don’t want to cook
on Thanksgiving?

~ • ~
Join the crew of The Crow’s Nest

for a traditional Thanksgiving Dinner
AND Football!  Reservations Required
Seating times from 2pm to 6pm.

~ • ~

Buy one entrée, get2nd for 1/2 off before3pm, Mon – Fri.One coupon per person.  Expires 11/26/14

Nov 27, 2014
$16.95 Adults

$12.95 Kids
(12 and under)

2272 Honolulu Ave., Montrose
(818) 248-6622 • pepesmontrose.com

Mon-Thurs
 DAILY SPECIALS**

Monday
$3 Drinks

Tuesday
Taco Tuesday 
$1.50 tacos

Wednesday
$3 Margaritas

Thursday
Special Menu

for $5.55
 ** Restrictions apply for specials.

See restaurant for details

Specials

Sponsored by BELUGA Noble Russian Vodka

PLAN YOUR
HOLIDAY NIGHTS

OUT EARLY

Taking reservations
NOW for the Holidays

We have a private dining room available for parties from
10 to 40 people...Make sure to reserve it early!

Open for Breakfast and
Lunch 7 days a week!

2327 Honolulu Ave • Montrose
818-248-4905

City Hall
Coffee 
Shop

M-F 6am to 3pm
Sat 7am to 3pm • Sun 7:30am to 3pm

4121 Pennsylvania Ave
(818) 957-1499

EASY AS 1, 2, 3!
 1. Order online
 2. Come in & prepare
     your dinners
 3. Cook at home!

Homemade...Made Easy!
www.dreamdinners.com

204 1/2 N Brand Blvd • Glendale, CA 91203
(818) 242-3835

farnienteglendale.com

Casual, After Work Oasis
Come and relax in Far Niente newly remodeled
Bar “Lounge & Loft’s” featuring a mahogany bar,
stone walls and warming copper light fixtures.
Enjoy our full service bar with an extensive selection
of beers on tap, wines and spirits.  HAPPY HOUR is all
day long offering $4 well drinks and beers on tap with a
complimentary slice of pizza with every cocktail purchase.

www.giosbaguettes.com
Imported French pastries & baguettes 

Free salad with purchase of sandwich
818-330-7135

3805 Ocean View Blvd., Montrose 91020

FREE SODA
NorthShoreBurgers.com
(818) 790-1672

1929 Verdugo Blvd. •  La Cañada Flintridge
• NEXT TO THE UA MOVIE THEATER •

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY BURGER & FRIES
Expires 11-22-14

(Cannot be combined with any other special or coupon)

Celebrate your Thanksgiving this 
year with Seasoning Alley!!!

SPECIAL OFFER: 16-20lbs turkey with
rice and your choice of any

two 16oz sides:  $85.99 

2014

Weekly
CV

2014

Weekly
CV

2332 Honolulu Ave. • Montrose
818-249-4949
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3600 Ocean View Blvd, Montrose 91020

818-249-3587
Open from 6:30 am to 7:00 pm seven days a week.

GRAND OPENING
Wednesday November 19th!

“Call to order your Thanksgiving pies and sides now!!”

Etc…Gourmet Kitchen will 
be bringing the highest quality 
gourmet foods straight to 
Montrose beginning November 
19. The sophisticated menu 
is an eclectic variety of both 
sweet and savory treats.  Our 
beautiful bakery will be 
overflowing with breads, 
breakfast pastries, anytime 
desserts and wonderful salads 
and sandwiches along with 
very tempting take-home 
dishes. Elegant offerings 
for your Thanksgiving table 
include Bacon Maple Pecan 
Pie, Bourbon Cream Pumpkin 
Pie, Zucchini cheese soufflé, 
glazed baby carrots, glistening 
fresh sugar snap peas, Cherry/
Sausage/Sourdough Stuffing 
among countless other 
selections. Etc… will also be 
offering catering services so 
you can experience and share 
the deliciousness of Etc’s… 
menu when hosting intimate 
gatherings or large events. 
Etc…Gourmet Kitchen is 
located at 3600 Ocean View 
Blvd and is open from 6:30 am 
to 7 pm seven days a week. 
Etc… Gourmet Kitchen is 
nothing like Montrose has 
seen and deliciousness surely 
awaits! Please visit us and 
order your Holiday treats 
beginning Nov 19. We look 
forward to serving you!!

Etc. Gourmet Kitchen
3600 Ocean View Blvd

Montrose
(818) 249-3587

Etc. Gourmet Kitchen
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A ARIES March 21 - April 19
This week you might feel empowered 
to take action on a goal or plan that’s 
important to you. Even though a Mars/
Uranus connection suggests a part of you 
may rebel against additional responsibility, 
you’ll need to factor this into the equation 
in order to succeed. Along with this, a dip 
in energy could temporarily dent your 
confidence, but it’s worthwhile forging 
ahead, whatever it takes. By the weekend 
you’ll feel more like your old self and eager 
to see what the future holds.

B TAURUS April 20 - May 20
While relationships may have been both 
rewarding and trying for a while, this week 
adds a new dimension to certain close 
connections. If you’ve been putting off 
making a decision, events may encourage 
you to go for it. Anxiety around doing the 
right thing may have caused delays while 
also leaving certain issues unresolved. Go 
with your gut on this, and be strong enough 
to do whatever feels right. Romantic 
options bring the potential for a love 
adventure as Venus glides into Sagittarius.

C GEMINI May 21 - June 20
You may have one or two issues to 
tackle that demand firm, decisive action. 
First, joint financial affairs may lead to 
an overhaul, especially if a partner or 
lender asks you to clean up your act. All 
is not lost, as your willingness to shoulder 
responsibility will stand you in good stead. 
Success may depend on a careful handling 
of resources along with the willingness to 
recycle items, skills, and abilities that may 
have been cast aside. Romantic options 
sizzle if you’re looking for love.

 CANCER June 21 - July 22
Do you feel you’re sacrificing your purpose 
in life in order to make someone feel better? 
If so, this week’s alignment may encourage 
you to sort things out. If a family member, 
pal, or sweetheart resents the amount of 
time you spend on getting ahead, you’ll 
need to have a firm talk. The Venus/Saturn 
link might encourage a close a commitment 
to a love interest or a creative idea you’ve 
been nurturing. Health matters may move 
to the top of your agenda.

 E LEO July 23 - August 22
This week’s blend of energies encourages 
you to consider if you’ve been deluding 
yourself. A realistic and down-to-earth set 
of transits can give you vital perspective on 
what’s happening and what you need to do 
about it. Home and family matters may have 
been bugging you for some time. Perhaps 
you don’t realize the extent to which you’ve 
been affected, especially where health is 
concerned. This week it would help to make 
decisions that reinforce your commitment 
to yourself and your well-being.

F VIRGO August 23 - Sept. 22
Your personal experiences may be rather 
intense, particularly if you’re involved in 
an all-consuming romance or creative 
project. It might help to stand back from 
your situation and take a break now and 
again. Failing that, getting a confidant’s 
take on things might help you see a 
situation from a different perspective. If 
your confidence wavers, continue anyway. 
You’ll benefit from taking the right action 
and making some decisions. As Neptune 
forges ahead, the truth about a relationship 
may be revealed.

G  LIBRA Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
Reorganizing your financial affairs while 
taking the lead concerning home and 
family developments could keep you busy 
this week. If money is tight, you might try 
recycling, bartering, or other methods 
that encourage the exchange of goods or 
services. The input of a partner or family 
member could also be instrumental in 
creating progressive change in your 
personal life. Though much of this week 
requires a lot of thought and hard work, 
the weekend offers a chance to spend time 
in good company.

H SCORPIO Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You may have a lot on your plate, but a 
willingness to wade in and tackle seemingly 
messy problems will help ease anxiety in 
the long term. Along with this, changes 
to your daily routines and habits may 
be necessary in order to accommodate 
plans and ideas, though you might need to 
compromise at times. Don’t let temporary 
discouragement put you off. This isn’t the 
time to quit but to increase the pace and 
persevere until things are resolved to your 
satisfaction.

I SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
This could be an introspective week 
when you may benefit from an in-depth 
exploration of key issues in your life. 
This can be a good time for counseling 
or therapy, particularly if you sense you 
might benefit from someone else’s input 
and advice. While certain aspects spotlight 
adventure and the broadening of horizons, 
it seems you’re looking for a deeper reason 
to follow a certain path or adopt certain 
beliefs. There’s no need to hurry. You’ll 
know when you’re on the right track.

J CAPRICORN Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
You may feel very motivated to take action 
regarding a key issue that has been bugging 
you for some time. Going ahead could mean 
you resolve matters fairly quickly, easing 
angst and leaving you feeling much more 
optimistic about the future. In addition, your 
social life seems very busy, with a chance 
you’ll be organizing events or perhaps 
attending more formal get-togethers. An 
air of mystery might surround one meeting, 
leaving you intrigued. Mercury’s link to 
Pluto may encourage collaborating with a 
likeminded someone.

K AQUARIUS Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
There’s a lot to consider this week, including 
ideas and decisions associated with your 
career and purpose in life. But before you get 
going, it might help to spend some time in 
quiet reflection to make sure that you’re doing 
what’s best for you. There’s also a chance that 
hurrying might lead you to make the wrong 
decision. Talking things over with someone 
who has knowledge of your predicament 
might be helpful at this stage. Your social life 
explodes into life starting this weekend!
 
. PISCES Feb. 19 - March 20
A social situation could lead to a crunch 
question or decision early on, so be ready! 
At the same time, you’ll be eager to forge 
ahead, particularly when it comes to plans 
and ideas that can deliver positive challenges 
and dynamic change. Neptune turns direct in 
your sign, which could coincide with greater 
clarity regarding key issues in your life. As 
Venus jogs into Sagittarius, you’ll likely find 
that cooperation gets you places, particularly 
concerning career and goals. 

A rather intense week lies ahead as Mars in Capricorn conjuncts Pluto on Monday and 
squares Uranus on Wednesday, making this a time when dynamic action could encourage 
major change. Mercury trines Neptune on Tuesday, while Venus squares it next week! 
Meanwhile, Neptune turns direct on Saturday. Venus conjuncts Saturn midweek and 
then moves into Sagittarius on Sunday. Finally, Mercury sextiles Pluto on Sunday, giving 
you a chance to put recent events into perspective.

Weekly 
Horoscopes provided by horoscope.com

November 10, 2014 - November 16, 2014

CALENDAR this
RAPP SCREENING PLANNED

RAPP – Read And Practice Peace – and 
the Montrose Peace Vigil are presenting 
“Positive Youth” on Friday, Nov. 14 at 7:30 
p.m. at Crescenta Valley United Methodist 
Church. The film is a warm up to World 
AIDS Day on Dec. 1. CVUMC’s Pastor Steve 
Poteete Marshall is on the AIDS Task Force 
of the California Pacific Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. He has served 
as spiritual director of the Strength For the 
Journey Camp for people with HIV and AIDS 
for two decades. Pastor Steve has gathered 
a panel for discussion after the movie. Cody 
Whitewolf, speaker and advocate for Native 
Americans living with HIV /AIDS, may also 
be on hand.

Doors open at 7 p.m.; film begins at  
7:30 p.m.

Crescenta Valley United Methodist 
Church, 2700 Montrose Ave. in Montrose.

 
TURPIN PAINTINGS AT 
PENELOPE’S

Artist Peterfield Turpin has over 40 oil 
and watercolor paintings on display at 
Penelope’s Cafe-Books-Gallery in La Cañada 
Flintridge through December.

Turpin attended Dublin School, Choate 
School and Rhode Island School of Design 
where he received his Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Degree in illustration. An accomplished 
commercial artist on both the east and 
west coasts, Turpin belongs to the Verdugo 
Hills Art Association, Businessmen’s Art 
Institute and the Glendale Art Association. 
Since leaving the commercial art world, he 
has devoted himself to painting in both 
watercolor and oil.

Penelope’s Cafe - Books - Gallery, 1039 
Foothill Blvd., La Cañada Flintridge

GAMC JOINT PAIN LECTURE 
OFFERED

Glendale Adventist Medical Center will 
offer a joint pain lecture and dinner today, 
Thursday, Nov. 13 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the Oakmont Country Club. Participants 
will hear information from board-certified 
orthopedic surgeons Philip Merritt, Leah 
Cyran and Carlo Orlando who will discuss 
the issues of knee, hip and shoulder pain. 
Participants will learn about the latest 
surgical and non-surgical treatment options 
for joint pain available at Glendale Adventist 
Medical Center. There will also be a Q&A 
session.

Space is limited. Call (818) 409-8100 
or visit GlendaleAdventist.com/Ortho to 
register. Dress code restricts jeans, cargo 
pants and flip-flops.

Oakmont Country Club, 3100 Country 
Club Drive, Glendale

CV ALLIANCE NOVEMBER PLANS
Elementary school parents are invited to 

Walk & Talk Wednesday mornings from 8:30 
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Meet by the building near 
the dog park at CV Park, 3901 Dunsmore 
Avenue. Rain or shine! Free!

Teen Trials & Tribulations continues 
on Thursday, Nov. 13, with a talk about 
“Emotional Intelligence vs. Academic 
Intelligence” by Melina Sardar, M.A., Ark 
Family Center, Inc. from 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in 
the CV High Library. Free and recommended 
for students and parents.

Discuss “Risky Behavior & How to Be a 
Lifesaver” on Tuesday Nov. 18, with Alex 
Guthman, LCSW, and GUSD mental health 

counselor as the parent sessions move to 
CV High’s Library. The talk is from 7:15 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m.  

For more information, email info@cv-
alliance.org or visit CV-Alliance.org.

CV High School library is at 2900 
Community Ave. in La Crescenta.

WE CARRY ON LUNCHEON
The YWCA Glendale presents its second 

annual We Carry On luncheon and gala on 
Nov. 13, from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., to support 
the YWCA’s Focus on Female Veterans 
program and provide business wear for our 
military women as they transition into the 
workforce.    

The community is encouraged to join 
the YWCA Glendale in taking a stand 
behind every woman who has served and 
thank her for her service to our country and 
communities. 

For more information about tickets for 
this event or to become a sponsor, please 
call Lisa Raggio at (818) 242-4155x213 or 
visit http://glendaleywca.org/programs-
services/female-veterans/we-carry-
on-2014//.

CALTECH GUITAR PRESENTS 
ELGART PERFORMANCE 

The Caltech Guitar Dept. and Matthew 
Elgart will present a concert of music in 
Dabney Lounge on Nov. 15 at 7 pm. Special 
guest artist is Nicholas Barrett. Featured 
music will include compositions by Bach, 
Satie, Villa-Lobos, Klein and others.  

Admission is free with a suggested 
donation of $10 to the guitar department.

Dr. Elgart is currently lecturer in music at 
Caltech and California State University of Los 
Angeles where he heads the classical guitar 
department.

He received his Masters of Fine Arts in 
guitar performance from UCLA and his 
doctorate in composition from Claremont 
Graduate School. 

For further information on this concert 
and/or the upcoming Jan. 18 Caltech 
Chamber Guitar performance, call the 
Caltech Performing and Visual Arts Office at 
(626) 395-3295.

FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT 
EDUCATION FUND

Savor the Flavor in Sierra Madre is hosting 
a fundraiser on Nov. 15 to benefit the Mary 
Pinola/CV Chamber of Commerce Education 
Endowment Fund. The community is 
invited to drop in beginning at 6 p.m. and 
continuing throughout the evening to 
taste new appetizers for entertaining and 
to get ideas for unique and delicious gifts! 
A portion of all sales from that evening are 
earmarked for the education fund.  

Savor the Flavor is located at 11 Kersting 
Court in Sierra Madre.

NOON CONCERTS OPEN  
TO PUBLIC

Glendale Noon Concerts is a free 
admission concert series taking place every 
first and third Wednesday from 12:10 p.m. 
to12:40 p.m. in the restored chapel and 
sanctuary of the First Baptist Church of 
Glendale (downtown at Louise & Wilson, 
no religious affiliation). 

The next concert is on Wednesday, Nov. 
19 and will feature the Los Angeles Horn Trio 
performing works by Frederic Duvernoy and 
Max Bruch.

CALTECH-OCCIDENTAL PRESENTS 
FALL CONCERTS

The Caltech-Occidental Symphony 
presents its fall concerts on Saturday, Nov. 
15 at 7:30 p.m. in Thorne Hall at Occidental 
College and on Sunday, Nov. 16 at 3:30 
p.m. in Ramo Auditorium at Caltech. Both 
concerts will have the same program.

Featured guest soloist is noted oboe 
pedagogue Catherine Del Russo.

The Caltech-Occidental Symphony is 
composed of students from Caltech, staff 
from JPL, students from nearby Occidental 
College, and members of the community. 
Its director, Allen Robert Gross, begins his 
32nd year as conductor of the orchestra. 
Gross is also Music director and conductor 
of Orchestra Santa Monica. 

The Caltech-Occidental concert band, 
directed by William Bing, presents its fall 
concert series. It will perform on Friday, Nov. 
21 at 8 p.m. in Caltech Ramo Auditorium, 
featuring guest conductor Sharon Lavery, 
co-conductor of the USC Thornton wind 
ensemble. Also performing will be the 
Blair High School concert band directed by 
Michael Birnbryer. 

The second concert takes place on 
Sunday, Nov. 23 3:30 p.m. in Thorne Hall at 
Occidental College. This concert will also 
feature the Caltech-Occidental concert 
band, with guest conductor Sharon Lavery, 
as well as the Loma Linda Academy wind 
symphony, directed by Giovanni Santos.

Admission and parking are free. Please 
go to the band’s website at http://bands.
caltech.edu or the orchestra’s website 
orchestra.caltech.edu or call (626) 395-3295 
for more information about either concert 
series.

 
RE GUEST OF MONTROSE 
AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY

The Montrose African Violet Society 
is having its next monthly meeting on 
Wednesday morning, Nov. 19 at 10 a.m. at 
Descanso Gardens (Maple Room). The guest 
speaker is Leonard Re and the program is 
“Everything You Need To Know About 
Growing African Violet Trailers.” 

Guests are always welcome to attend 
meetings. Refreshments are served and 
friendships are made.  

For more information, phone club 
president Luis at (323) 236-0104. 

www.montroseafricanviolets.weebly.
com

VETERANS HONORED AT 
LUNCHEON

“Salute to Our Veteran’s” luncheon and 
program will be presented by the Pasadena 
Women’s Connection on Wednesday, Nov. 
19 at 11:30 a.m. at the Women’s City Club of 
Pasadena.  A representative from the United 
States Coast Guard will speak on the history 
of the Coast Guard and its role in the armed 
forces and protecting the homeland.  

Motivational speaker John Reed, retired 
Santa Ana police officer, will chronicle “The 
Stages of Life” in his inspirational talk.

Active duty and veterans and family are 
invited to attend and will be honored for 
their service.

Tickets are $23.
For reservations call Darlene (818) 353-

2212 or Carole (818) 790-1907.
Women’s City Club of Pasadena, 160 

North Oakland Ave., Pasadena

 by John Deering and John Newcombe



Jesus was known for that begins 
“Others, oh Lord, others…” Praying 
for the suffering of others is when I 
begin to sense my connection with 
God, and His guidance for my life 
begins to flow. Fear and doubt will 
absolutely amplify your suffering 
and distance you from sensing 
the Heavenly Father’s influence in 
your life. 

Pray often and stand fast.
Peace be with you,

Kim Winders, RScP
Center for Spiritual Living - La 

Crescenta
bedohaveyes@gmail.com 

It seems as 
though the saying 
“When it rains, it 
pours” could be our 

family’s mantra. Within a year, we’ve 
experienced a car accident (not our 
fault), a fire in our garage (faulty 
wiring), our beloved family dog was 
diagnosed with a fast-moving cancer 
and had to be put down. Add to that, 
my husband lost his job where he was 
employed for 20 years because the 
company shut down, then his father 
passed away. We just get over one 
thing and something else pops up.  
We attend church regularly and we 
love God, but sometimes we think 
we’re on his bad side. Do you have 
any insights on how we can deal with 
all of these things and not lose our 
faith? 

~ God-Loving Family

Dear God-Loving Family,
First of all, let me say how sorry I 

am for all the sadness and difficulty 
in your family. But what I’d like to 
add right away is that God doesn’t 
have favorites, so you and yours 
aren’t on God’s “bad side.” In one 
of the gospels, Jesus says that his 
Heavenly Father sends the sun and 
the rain on the just and the unjust. 
The implication is that everybody, 
good or bad or some place in-between, 
experiences good days and bad days. 

In another instance, after a tower 
has fallen with a good deal of injury 
and death, Jesus’ disciples ask whose 
“fault” it was – those who suffered or 
the parents of those who suffered. 
Jesus avoided a straight answer 
to the question (!), but what he 
essentially said was, “Stuff happens.”

I have had dogs in the past, and I 
have three now. Every time one of 
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RELIGION SERVICE DIRECTORY

The Rev. Skip Lindeman
La Cañada Congregational Church

lindemanskip@yahoo.com

Light on the Corner Church

Pastor Jon Karn
1911 Waltonia Drive

Montrose
(818) 249-4806

Sunday ServiceS 10:45 a.m.
www.lightonthecorner.org

4845 Dunsmore Ave.
La Crescenta, CA 

91214
(818) 249-1045

“Where it is our dream to help you build 
and manifest your dreams!”

Celebration Service Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Ongoing spiritual growth classes 

and counseling available

Center for Spiritual 
Living - La Crescenta

Wednesday Night Service 7:00 p.m.

COME MEET US!
St. Luke’s
of-the-Mountains
Episcopal Church
Sundays

Gathering 9:30AM
Worship 10:00AM

Domingo Misa en Español a las 12:00PM 
Sunday School and Child Care

All are Welcome
2563 Foothill Blvd, La Crescenta

818-248-3639
http://stlukeslacrescenta.org/

www.facebook.com:
St. Luke’s of the Mountains Episcopal Church

Rev. Msgr. Antonio Cacciapuoti, Pastor
Rev. Greg Dongkore, Associate Pastor

Deacon Augie Won

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Masses

Monday-Friday: 8:10 a.m.
Saturday: 8:10 a.m.,

and Vigil Mass at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

 

Others

215 Foothill Boulevard
La Canada Flintridge, California 91011

(818) 949-4300 • www.bede.org

ST. BEDE the VENERABLE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

ALL ARE WELCOME

A Catholic Community ~
Here to Worship, Called to Serve

Vespers: Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m.
Reconciliation: Saturdays

4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
or by appointment
Rosary: 8:30 a.m.

Weekdays and following Vespers

Question:

Q

COME JOIN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
2723 Orange Avenue,

La Crescenta, CA 91214
818-248-3738

www.glcmslc.org
Adult Bible Study: Sundays 9AM

Worship & Children’s Sunday School: 10AM
Koinonia (Singing & Bible study):

Wednesdays 7PM

(Missouri Synod)

(Missouri Synod)

REV. STEVE POTEETE-MARSHALL
2700 Montrose Ave
Montrose, CA 91020

Crescenta Valley
United Methodist Church

WORSHIP
Sunday 10am
Childcare and
Sunday School
offered at 10 am.

www.cvumc.org

Lutheran Church 
in the Foothills

www.lcifoothills.org / 818-790-1951 

1700 Foothill Blvd.
La Cañada Flintridge

THE REV. JIM BULLOCK, Interim Pastor

SUNDAYS AT LCIF
Worship and Communion 8AM & 10AM

Children’s Church 10AM
Sunday School for

Youth & Adults 9AM

Spiritually
Speaking

Spiritually Speaking answers personal questions and concerns 
from a spiritual perspective. Local religious leaders taking part in 
the discussion include Mark Yeager/Chaplain YMCA of the Foothills; 
Bryan Griem of Montrose Community Church; Jon Karn of Light on 
the Corner Church; Kimberlie Zakarian of Holy House Ministries; 
Skip Lindeman of La Cañada Congregational United Church of Christ; 
Rabbi Simcha Backman of Chabad of Glendale; Rabbi Janet Bieber of 
Jewish Community & Learning Center of the Foothills; Levent Akbarut 
of Islamic Congregation of La Cañada Flintridge; Betty Stapleford of 

Unitarian Universalist; Steve Marshall of CV United Methodist Church; Elaine Cho of La Canada United Methodist 
Church; Holly Stauffer of St. Luke’s of the Mountains Episcopal Church; Beverly Craig of La Crescenta Center 
for Spiritual Living; Randy Foster of Christian Life Church; Centers for Spiritual Living Practitioners: Laney 
Clevenger-White, Sandra Shields, Anthony Kelson, Gary Bates; Marsalee Forrestar/Shamanic Practitioner; Mary 
Morgan of Redondo Beach Center for Spiritual Living; and Sharon Weisman, atheist/agnostic/secular humanist/
free thinker. We welcome your questions and comments. Email us at spiritual@cvweekly.com.

Responses are offered from the perspectives of  individual clergy members, which may or may not be in agreement 
with other respondents of Spiritually Speaking nor the editor and staff of the Crescenta Valley Weekly.

them has died or has been put down 
I have been saddened a lot – and 
I know that when one of the three 
I have now reaches the end of his/
her life, it will be almost a tragedy 
of immense proportions. So I know 
what you must be feeling now with 
the loss of your pet.

Isn’t it sad that dogs live lives so 
much shorter than our own? But you 
and I know that when we acquire 
a pet. After you have grieved for a 
while, why not rescue a dog from a 
shelter? That way you’ll be saving 
an animal that might be euthanized, 
and you’ll be affirming your belief 
that life must go on.

Regarding your husband’s job loss, 
I am truly sorry. I know it’s tough 
to find something in the present 
economy. But sometimes God opens 
a door when he shuts another, so try 
to keep your spirits up and keep on 
looking.

But please don’t abandon God 
right now when you need God the 
most. Ask God for help, and keep on 
looking for that door that God may 
have already opened for you. 

All the best to you and your family, 
and do try your best to keep the faith, 
even in these tough times. Now that 
all you have to rely on is God, you 
may be blessed more than you know 
(Matthew 5:3-4).

Dear God-Loving Family,
God bless you; all the major 

categories of your life have been 
upended, and nearly all at once. 

I’d like to share with you my 
understanding as I have faced 
down my own difficult times. We 
are in this life to learn reliance 
and trust in our Heavenly Father. 
It’s not likely we’d do that if our 
lives were merrily going along 
with little adversity. Through 
prayer I’ve come to know that 
overcoming adversity is a spiritual 
joint venture, and this coming 
together with our Creator is the 
very point of these experiences. 
In James 1:2, we are forewarned 
that “we will fall into troubles” and 
that the rain will fall on the just 
and the unjust (Matthew 5:45). 
This is a calling to turn within and 
join as the “sons and daughters” 
of the living God, and grow as we 

demonstrate an active faith, each 
day. I found that this is not as 
simple as saying “I believe,” but 
a person actively demonstrating 
an embodied confidence that they 
have in the integrity of the Living 
God. 

In the story of Job, you will recall 
that the “accuser” told God that 
if bad things were to happen to 
Job, he would surely curse God 
and turn away. Job did not and, in 
patience, he was more than fully 
restored. Let your faith cause you 
to have an expectant heart and 
let the trust you have allow His 
infinite wisdom to unfold in your 
heart. Remind yourself often that 
God is for you.

We are spiritual beings first and 
foremost; when we recall this, we 
are immediately reintroduced to 
the road of empowerment and 
change. 

I am reminded of a short prayer 



I changed 
jobs because 
my commute is 
shorter, and I’m 

making more money than I 
did at my other job, which 
I worked at for 12 years. I 
worked with many people at 
the old job whom I would 
consider “lifelong friends.” 
One of the guys, whom I 
really liked, doesn’t seem to 
have time for me anymore. 
He doesn’t return phone calls 
or emails. We used to bowl 
together, go to dinner with our 
families and, in my opinion, 
had a great relationship. 

A mutual friend told me he 
is angry because I left the 
company. I would think he’d be 
happy for me, but that’s not the 
case. I just don’t understand 
his thinking. Should I persist 
in trying to heal this one-sided 
rift or just give it up? 

~ Friend Forever

Dear Friend Forever,  
Change is the only constant 

in life, as the saying goes, 
and there is nothing more 
frustrating and heartbreaking 
than going through a big life 
change like changing jobs and 
not having the people around 
us who we thought would 
always be there when the dust 
settles. We expect the people 
who we call friends to be happy 
for us when something great 

happens for us but people are 
unpredictable. And there are 
no easy answers. 

We are complicated, so 
consequently our relationships 
are complicated. There aren’t 
just two people in relationship 
but two people plus all the life 
trauma, difficulties, hurt and 
pain that people go through are 
also part of that relationship. 
We just don’t know what is 
going to trigger behavior we 
don’t like, such as our friends 
ignoring us, not being happy 
for us when something great 
happens for us, or being angry 
at us when we expected they 
would be congratulatory.  

I’m in the middle of a 12-
week course on practicing the 
radical compassion of Jesus 
and it is situations like yours 
that test every compassionate 
fiber of our being. It’s easy 
to go from thinking there is 
a big misunderstanding here 
and if I can just explain myself 
clearly enough my friend will 
change his mind or rethink 
his position and be my friend 
again to our own resentment 
and anger at the other person’s 
behavior because they aren’t 
reacting to our good fortune 
the way we want them to. 

But there’s something else 
going on and we just don’t 
know what it is, because your 
great move, new job, more 
money, shorter commute, has 
triggered something in your 
friend and the only way he 
knows how to react is to be 
angry at you. At our core 
we are compassion, we are 

created in the divine image 
that is compassion. It’s these 
difficult moments with others 
that give us the opportunity 
to grow more compassionate 
by getting in touch with our 
own compassionate core and 
offering that same compassion 
to others. One final phone call 
to your friend, expressing your 
love for him, that you miss 
him, and that if he ever did 
want to talk about what’s going 
on with him you would love to 
take him to coffee and listen. 
All we can do for the other in 
pain is remind them they are 
loved and, if the opportunity 
arises, we can listen. 

Relationships have seasons 
and we never know when 
one season ends and another 
begins. Thoughts and prayers 
with you. And congratulations 
on your new job!

Holly Stauffer
Postulate for Holy Orders in 

the Episcopal Church
hollystauffer@gmail.com 

Dear Friends Forever,
Your attempt to keep 

this friendship alive is 
commendable and it is an 
indication of your good heart 
and positive outlook in life. I 
hope you are able to repair this 
relationship but if you are not 
at the very least you should 
give it all you got.

Although your mutual friend 
in this case gave you his 
opinion, I believe you should 
make an effort to have a 

conversation with your 
previous work-mate and 
clarify things yourself. I am 
of the opinion that whenever 
we have difficulties with 
people around us we have 
a moral responsibility to try 
to mend these relationships 
in the best possible manner. 
Often this can be accomplished 
simply by clarifying things 
and ensuring there are no 
misunderstandings. This can 
sometimes be enough to clear 
the air and get a relationship 
back on the right track. 

Perhaps there is something 
else that is bothering your 
former friend and a simple 
conversation can mollify him. 
You will never know unless 
you have a conversation. I 
know he’s ignoring you, but 
considering that you had a 12-
year friendship I think it’s okay 
to be a bit persistent. Perhaps 
send a holiday gift ahead of 
Thanksgiving indicating that 
you are thankful for your past 
friendship and are hopeful 
that it can continue.

Regardless of what ultimately 
happens, you need to know 
that you did all that you can 
and gave it 100% of your effort. 
Life has so many components, 
but chief amongst them is the 
friendships we develop as they 
add a dimension to life that is 
usually irreplaceable and so 
very precious.

Good luck.

Rabbi Simcha Backman
rabbi@chabadcenter.org
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Music, Chili and Fun
CVCHURCH concerts 

continue on Sunday, Nov. 
16 from 2 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
with a LIFT carnival and chili 
cook-off! Come and celebrate 
for free with some great mu-
sic by the CVCHURCH band 
and special guests, enjoy 
great chili, watch the com-
petition, play carnival games 
and have a good time in great 
company!

Participants are encouraged 
to bring non-perishable food 
items and/or grocery store 
gift cards for Sue’s Garden, 
a local food bank feeding 24 
families in need. There will 
be food, music and vendors 
including NoTox natural 
soaps and lotions, ReTied 
Headgear, Pampered Chef and 
Rockarooz. There is a whole 
lot of free fun for everyone, 
so bring family, friends, co-
workers and neighbors. 

CVCHURCH, 4001 La 
Crescenta Ave. (corner of 
Piedmont between Montrose 
and Honolulu avenues) in La 
Crescenta.

Tours, Craft Faire at LC 
Congregational

The oldest church in the 
Crescenta Valley, La Cañada 
Congregational Church (for-
merly Church of the Lighted 
Window), is opening its doors 
to the public for guided tours 
on Saturday, Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The church 
has been designated as an 
historical landmark and just 
celebrated its 117th birthday. 
Docents who are knowledge-
able about its long history 
will lead the tours during the 
craft faire.

The tours are held in con-
junction with the church’s 
Annual Art and Craft Faire 
that is on Saturday, Nov. 15 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun-
day, Nov. 16 from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Don’t miss out on this 
chance to experience the 
beauty and learn the inter-
esting history of the church. 
There is no charge and all are 
welcome.

La Cañada Congregational 
Church, 1200 Foothill Blvd. 
La Cañada Flintridge

NOTES & NODS
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CRESCENTA   VALLEY

We can help you with:
	 		–	Protecting	your	house	from	Medi-Cal Recovery
	 		–	Avoiding	Capital Gains Taxes	during	a	house	transfer
	 		–	Qualifying	for	Medi-Cal	without	losing	assets
	 		–	Setting	up	an	Irrevocable Trust

We are highly experienced in ELDER LAW, PROBATE,
ESTATE PLANNING (WILLS & TRUSTS) and

SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS.

We help you protect
your family’s hard earned assets!

In the Realm of Glendale, CA

300 W. Glenoaks Blvd.
Suite 300, Glendale

CA 91202

Call us for a free consultation at: (818) 241-4238
www.la-lawcenter.com

Happy, and at Home!
Our goal is to help you enjoy your independence in 

the comfort and security of your own home.
Complimentary in-home assessment - no cost to you!

818.248.4278 / www.Tenderhhc.com

We treat our 
clients like family.

Question:
An Evening 

Unplugged
Do you wake up and check 

your phone for messages 
before you crawl out of bed? 
Then keep it near you as 
you get ready for your day-
--constantly checking emails 
and text messages? 

Do you check your emails on 
your computer while texting on 
your phone all in an effort to do 
more so you can get more done 
so you have more time to.....
check your phone and emails 
so you can get more done so 
you can have more time to.....

Its time to get “unplugged.” 
“There are fewer and fewer 

options for slowing down 
and spending a relaxed 
evening together, meeting 
with neighbors and creating 
your own fun,” said Rev. 
Amy Pringle of St. George’s 
Episcopal Church. 

The church invites all to join 
them and take the challenge 
to slow down and enjoy an 
evening of talking--not texting- 
to the person next to you. 
Kids are welcomed to play on 
the playground, teens to play 
board games and for everyone 
to take a step back, take a 
breath and relax

There will even be a macaroni 
and cheese cook-off judged by 
actor Christian Clemenson. 

An Evening Unplugged is 
on Saturday, Nov. 15, from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 808 
Foothill Blvd. All are welcome. 



It’s always exciting to host 
ribbon cuttings here in Montrose. 
A ribbon cutting is a small 
reminder that Montrose is 
weathering the economy and is 
on the rise. We have two ribbon 
cuttings planned in the next 
two weeks and just had one on 
Tuesday for the unveiling of 
the newly remodeled Montrose 
Retirement Senior Living Center 
on Honolulu Avenue. They have 
done a lot of work and upgrades 
to the facility making it better 
than it was before. Please stop by 
and have a look for yourself if you 
missed the ribbon cutting. Thank 
you to everyone who participated 
in that event. 

On Thursday, Nov. 20 we will 
be having a grand opening and 
ribbon cutting celebration for 
ETC, Bakery Café and Gourmet 
Kitchen. You won’t want to miss 
this one! Owner Robin Seifert will 
be sharing the best of what she has 
to offer. She wants to be a bakery 
plus! A bakery that also serves 
lots of delicious food. Keeping 
that in mind she will be giving 
out samples of various types of 
breads, pastries, breakfast items, 
lunch items, dinner items and 
much more. With Thanksgiving 
and Christmas just around the 
corner you will want to make 
sure you taste her cakes, pies, 
side dishes and breads and place 
your holiday order with her. ETC 
is located at 3600 Ocean View 
Blvd. just below Starbucks in the 
Montrose Shopping Park.

On Friday, Nov. 21, we are 
having a ribbon cutting at AG 
Dental Studio in the Montrose 
Shopping Park. AG Dental Studio 
is located at 2255 Honolulu 
Ave. Dr. Michael Aznavour is 
dedicated to maintaining a small 
private dental office, AG Dental 

Studio in Montrose, where 
prevention, comfort, education 
and quality are his priorities. 
He is a member of the American 
Dental Association, California 
Dental Association, and the San 
Gabriel Valley Dental Association. 
Dr. Aznavour was born in Los 
Angeles and graduated from 
California State University, 
Northridge with a Bachelor 
of Science in biochemistry. In 
2011, he graduated at the top 
of his class from the University 
of Southern California Ostrow 
School of Dentistry where he will 
soon become a faculty member 
teaching at the school. 

In his own words, this is what 
Dr. Aznavour had to say about 
his office: “AG Dental Studio is 
dedicated to providing the highest 
quality comprehensive dental 
care. We rely on our knowledge, 
dedication, and energy to 
provide superior service. We are 
committed to remaining at the 
forefront of dental technology and 
techniques that make us the leader 
in our profession. We associate 
with quality oriented specialists 
and laboratories that share our 
commitment to excellence and 
contribute greatly to our success. 
We pledge to uphold a caring 
approach, cheerful environment 
and commitment to excellent 
personal service for each patient. 
Our practice prides itself in 
honest and open communication 
in order to establish long lasting 
relationships built on mutual 
respect and trust. By centering 
our practice on strong values of 
honesty and trustworthiness, 
we endeavor to be a premier 
dental practice in our community. 
Our dedication, integrity, and 
collaborative care will inspire 
our patients to refer friends and 

family!” 
 I hope to see you at our 

ribbon cuttings. 
Montrose -Verdugo  Ci ty 

Chamber of Commerce: Your 
source for all things local! Our 
mission is to actively support and 
enrich the community, vitality 
and pride of Montrose, to help 
preserve the historic district 
and small town atmosphere, to 
promote economic stability and 
positive, productive relationships 
within Montrose and the 
surrounding communities.

Upcoming events
Grand opening and ribbon 

cutting on Thursday, Nov. 20 at 
5 p.m. at ETC. Gourmet Kitchen, 
Bakery and Café, 3600 Ocean 
View Blvd, Montrose. 

Ribbon cutting on Friday, 
Nov. 21 at noon at AG Dental 
Studio, 2255 Honolulu Ave.  ‘B,’ in 
Montrose. 

December business mixer on 
Wednesday, Dec. 3 from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at Boulevard 34, 3427 
Ocean View Blvd., Montrose.

Montrose tree lighting 
ceremony on Friday, Nov. 28 at 
the Montrose Shopping Park. 

Montrose Christmas Parade 
on Saturday, Dec. 6 at 6:10 p.m. 
sharp in 2200, 2300 & 2400 blocks 
of Honolulu Avenue in Montrose. 
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How often do you get to meet a world-renowned designer who 
travels from afar to spend a precious day with us in Montrose? Artist 
and craftsman Michael Aram specializes in handcrafting metal and 
spinning it into elegant serving and display pieces for the home. What 
a fascinating man he is! Michael has a rich Armenian heritage, was 
born in Massachusetts, lives in New York where his flagship store is, 
and has an amazing workshop and home in India where much of his 
design inspiration comes from. His work is born from the way he was 
raised, spending time with family around a beautifully set, food-laden 
dinner table. 

When you see his exquisite designs you will want to have a piece 
for yourself to carry on that tradition in your own home or give as a 
wedding gift to someone you love. This Saturday, Nov. 15 from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. you can meet Michael Aram at our very own La Perla Home 
store (2311 Honolulu Ave.) where he will personally sign your purchases 
of his latest collections. My advice is to go to La Perla Home now and 
make your selections. By the way, did you know Michael Aram Inc. 
is celebrating their 25th anniversary and La Perla Home has been 
selected as one of their 14 flagship stores in the United States? Quite an 
honor! This is your chance to get that elegantly wrapped, one-of-a-kind, 
keepsake Christmas gift!

It’s “order your turkey time” at the one and only Zeke’s Smokehouse. 
Their famous hickory smoked turkeys weigh18-20 lbs. and sell for 
$75. Add homemade turkey gravy for $9.95 and sides for $13.95 each. 
Choices include mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, cranberry 
applesauce, and herb roasted stuffing in 45 oz. containers that serve 
four to six. 

Thanks for reading as we celebrate the shop & dine seasons 
together in the Montrose Shopping Park.

Walgreens in La Crescenta 
opened its doors in 2009 and 
recently joined the CV Chamber of 
Commerce. Manager Elainee Pantig 
thought that joining the chamber 
was a good way to get to know 
the Crescenta Valley community. 
Elainee became the Walgreens store 
manager about a year ago and has 
been an assistant manager at other 
locations for about six years. She 
currently lives out of the area but is 
looking to relocate to the Crescenta 
Valley. Like many have said before, 
“It’s such a tight knit community.” 
She loves the small town feel that 
the Crescenta Valley has. 

Walgreens has many options for 
shopping. The first Tuesday of every 
month is Senior Day and seniors 
get additional discounts. If you’re 
shopping for everyday household 
items, over-the-counter medicines, 
vitamins and grocery products, 
Walgreens has a nice selection to 
make your shopping experience 
convenient. Walgreens also has a 

good selection of beauty products. 
Jackie, Susan, Diana and Megan 
(employees at the beauty counter) 
will usually have coupons handy for 
extra savings! For those of you who 
knew and loved the old Cal-Med 
Pharmacy in La Cañada, you will 
love the Walgreens pharmacy! Lee, 
the former Cal-Med pharmacist, 
will greet you with a friendly smile 
and dispense your medicine. You 
can also get your immunizations 
and contact lenses at the Walgreens 
pharmacy. If you transfer your 
prescription from another location, 
the pharmacist will also give you a 
$25 gift card for your next purchase! 
For the tech savvy customer, 
Walgreens has an app for your 
smartphone where you can get the 
weekly ad and coupons, refill your 
prescriptions, print your pictures 
and it can also remind you when to 
take your medication! Walgreens 
has 16 employees and the store 
is open every day from 8 a.m. to 
10 p.m. The pharmacy hours are 

Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 
to 9 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 Crescenta Valley 
Chamber of Commerce is open 
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and is located at 3131 Foothill 
Blvd., Suite D, La Crescenta. Give 
us a call at (818) 248-4957 and 
check out our website at www.
crescentavalleychamber.org.

BUSINESS
» M o n t r o s e  s h o p p i n g  pa r k  n e w s

Meet Designer 
Michael Aram at 
La Perla Home!

It’s Turkey Time 
at Zeke’s Smoke-

house
Welcome to our Newest Chamber Member

» Montrose Verdugo-City ChaMber of CoMMerCe

Ribbon Cuttings In Montrose 

Melinda Clarke
Executive Director

Montrose-Verdugo City 
Chamber of Commerce
3516 N Verdugo Road

Glendale, CA 91208 
(818) 249-7171

www.montrosechamber.org

Lisa Mitchell, Executive Director
CV Chamber of Commerce

3131 Foothill Blvd., Suite ‘D’ 
La Crescenta, CA 91214

office: (818) 248-4957
fax: (818) 248-9625

www.crescentavalleychamber.org

» CresCenta Valley ChaMber of CoMMerCe
“Our Business is Your Business”

Mary Dawson 
Montrose Shopping Park Association 

“Come home to Montrose!”



Page 26 www.cvweekly.com November 13, 2014

CLASSIFIEDS & SErvICE DIrECtory

WANTED! 
YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE!
Call Emily F. @ (818) 248-2740

★Tim Mitchell’s
Plumbing Service

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE & REPAIR

★  BATH REMODELING  ★
Serving The Crescenta Valley Since 1985

(818) 249-6470
Contractors License #469492

Bonded • Insured

FALL SPECIAL
Call us to have your system serviced!

www.lacanadaair.com
818.790.8000

License #536450 • Master Card and Visa Accepted

Highly Skilled

HANDYMAN

Lestina Construction
818-823-7187Fred Lic. #858352

Expert Repairs
Expert Plumbing
Very Neat & Clean

All Phases of CARPENTRY, 
ELECTRICAL, MASONRY

Specialist in Difficult World!

32 Years Experience John
Lic# 632758

Tel (818) 606-9726

•  Plumbing
•  Ironwork
•  Carpentry
•  Doors/Windows

•  Masonry
•  Electrical
•  Concrete

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Handyman

PRO-TECH
SPRINKLERS

SAVE WATER AND MONEY
• TUNE-UP TO REDUCE WASTE
• ADJUST/RELOCATE HEADS FOR
   FULL COVERAGE
• TROUBLESHOOT LOW PRESSURE,
   BAD VALVES, WIRING, TIMERS

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

(818) 939-9017
RAINBIRD CERTIFIED TECH: JOHN

Puts Music in Your Life
In your home or in

studio. Guitar, violin,
Piano and more.

Free introductory lesson.
Call 626-765-1292

Music Lessons...

waNted
ROOMATE WANTED

In lovely Montrose. 2 bdrm/1 ba 
apt. $650/mo. Female preferred.
Call (818) 823-4332.

MATH TUTOR
California credentialed
Math teacher with 20 years + 
experience Algebra, geometry, 
pre-calculus, calculus.
Call (818) 269-6941.

PET SITTING
In business since 1996
Bonded & insured. Walks,
pet sit & medications.
Call Julie (818) 305-0128 or
Audri (818) 515-9251.

HOUSEkEEPER WITH 
ExPERIENcE

Good and local references. Home
and offices. None agency. Call
Miriam at (323) 304-3193.

WANTED DEAD
OR ALIVE

Washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
ranges. Pay top dollar.
(818) 248-1344.

ServiceS

ServiceS
YOU cALL, WE HAUL!

Yard, garage, estate left overs & 
any clean out!  Now also offering 
Pressure Washing Service. Call 
Mario (818) 426-3949.

TheHappyPlungerPlumbing.com 
(818) 633-4051

License #975854    Bonded, licensed and insured

10%DISCOUNTCALL FOR DETAILS
  The

 Happy
 Plunger, Inc
   Plumbing Services

Great Work at Affordable 
Prices! 24 Hour

Emergency Service!

Lost: FamiLy Pet
Our dog Bruno is missing. Last 
seen on Nov. 3 at 6 pm on Mon-
trose Ave between Pennsylvania
and New York. Bruno is a male, 
blonde, long haired Yorkshire 
Terrier. When lost he was wearing
a red collar with his name and 
phone numbers on it. If you see 
him or know anything about his 
whereabouts, please call. No 
questions asked. Thank you!

LOSt & FOUNd

Computer Service & Repair
818.293.5417

Francis Eichensehr

        •  Hardware & Software
        •  Setup and Data Transfer
        •  Networking
        •  Virus Removal
        •  Data Recovery
        •  Consulting & Coaching

FranSYS
Computers

YOUR LANDSCAPE LIGHTING EXPERTS
          •   New Installations
          •   LED Retrofitting
          •   LED Bulbs
          •   Solid Brass Fixtures

DBA LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING  •  LICENSE #994733

www.lighthouse-lights.com/socal
email: kim.m@lighthouse-lights.com

tel: 818-541-0745  

Bonners Party &
Equipment Rentals

Serving the Foothill Community Since 1939

6935 Foothill Blvd, Tujunga
(818) 951-9117

www.bonnersrentals.com

Chairs • Tables • Linens
Tents • String Lights • Heaters

Concession Machines

Maids.com

We Clean
Homes

One Time • Weekly • Monthly Service

Call for a free estimate!
818.248.2001

Free to good home.
Female beagle. Outgoing, family 
friendly dog. Call Robin at
(818) 248-2740.

Free
SPAcE

FOR RENT
Secure storage space avail
on Foothill. 24-hour access. 
Spaces from 75 to 250 sq.ft. 
Long term preferred. Call Jim 
(818) 957-2659 for great pricing.

FOr reNt

YOUTH UMPIRE GEAR
FOR SALE

Cage mask, shin & chest
protectors, apron, navy
blue shirt (L) plus gear bag.
$100. Call (818) 541-0359.

FOr SaLe

BUSINESS ADVANTAGE NETWORK 
GLENDALE CHAPTER

Are you A business owner
who is looking to get

more business?
BNI is a business referral networking group where

members pass referrals every week.  Come see how
word of mouth marketing can build your business!

For more information, contact
Robb Lichtman at 818-847-5076

1209 N Central Avenue, Suite 200
Glendale, CA  91202

818/507-8579

www.expresspros.com

·  WAREHOUSE
·  PRODUCTION
·  ASSEMBLY
·  RECEPTIONIST
·  ADMINISTRATIVE
·  TECHNICAL

JOBS
AVAILABLE 

NOW

WESTWOOD
ARCHITECTS

818-395-6111
Richard Westwood AIA, NCARB Certified

Residential Design
FREE IN HOME CONSULTATION

Licensed Architect for 20 yrs.

Yard SaLe
ANNUAL TREASURE SALE
Shadow Hills Presbyterian Church
10158 Johanna Ave Sunland is 
host-ing its Annual Treasure Sale, 
Sat., Nov. 15, 8 am-4 pm. Collect-
ibles, vintage and gently used “good 
stuff.” Christmas boutique too. Great 
teacher, neighbor and hostess gifts. 
Early Bird special 7:30 am-8 am for 
$5. Andy’s Famous Hot Dogs for 
sale. More info call  (818) 353-2500.

Yard SaLe
YARD SALE

Tools, houseware, clothes,
patio furniture and cameras
2534 Mary Street, La Crescenta

TAX TIME MADE EASY!

3795 La Crescenta Ave., Suite 100

FREE TAX REVIEW
Call for appointment

Toll-Free: 800-597-0313
Office: (818) 957-5356 

Serving the residents of Crescenta Valley 
for over 40 years!

(Corner of Honolulu and La Crescenta)

WANTED!
YOUR BUSINESS

2x2 SERVIcE
DIREcTORY
AD HERE!

Call Emily F.
TODAY @ (818) 248-2740

COMMUNITY SMOG CENTER
A Test Only Center

        (818) 249-4020
3744 N VERDUGO ROAD #A  •  MONTROSE, CA 91020

Avoid Unnecessary
Smog Repairs Come Here First.

We Certify ALL Vehicles
including: Diesels • Motorhomes • Gross Polluters

$15.00 OFF
Smog Check

OPEN MON-SAT 

6934 Foothill Blvd, Tujunga, CA 91042 • (818) 352-6085

spacious new boarding kennels
& air conditioned runs
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F o r  O v e r  6 0  Y e a r s ,  H e l p i n g  Y o u  F i n d  T h e  W a y  H o m e

Sierra Madre  $1,725,000
Brand New Construction, 2014. Turnkey Mediter-
ranean style home exudes pride of ownership. 4 
BR, 5 BA. FR. Pool house bar area  & patio space. 
 text 2388186 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Greg  Zmrukhtyan &  Thomas  Atamian            818/248-2248

Van Nuys  $1,190,000
Welcome Home!  Magnifi cent Mediterranean Ranch 
with an open fl oor plan. Updated with the fi nest of 
materials. 5 BR, 2 frpls.  Pool & Spa  &  guest qrts.  
 text 2301664 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Kara Handy  818/248-2248

La Crescenta  $825,000
Beautiful 3 BR, 2.75 BA Custom built home with 
mt. views. Gourmet kitchen, hrdwd fl rs, frpl. Bonus 
room. Energy effi cient house. Blue ribbon schools. 
 text 2332837 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Vartan D. Simonyan &  Thomas Atamian  818/248-2248

La Crescenta  $675,000 
Room for Everything! Lovely 3 bdrm, 3 bath home 
with huge Step down LR, FR and enclosed Pa-
tio.  Cul-de-sac. Lovely backyard. 3 car garage. 
 text 2279394 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Maria Muriello  818/248-2248

La Crescenta  $659,000
Lovely 2 BR, 2 BA home with huge FR and big 
side yard. Approx1700 SF (per assessor). Separate 
2 car garage on cul-de-sac. Blue Ribbon Schools. 
 text 2279391 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Maria Muriello  818/248-2248

Tujunga  $630,000
Large House and large useable fl at lot in desirable 
Crystal View area with Pool and Spa. 4 BR, 1.75 
BA with family room. LR w/cozy frpl. Great buy! 
 text 2378347 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Bev & Alex Gingrich  818/248-2248

Tujunga  $549,000
Room for Everyone! Spacious 4 BR, 3 BA home.  
Huge family room, newer kitchen, DR with fi re-
place. 2 bonus rooms plus lots of storage area.  
 text 2308946 to 67299 for detailed property info   
John Hickey  818/248-2248

Beverly Hills  $424,900 
Architecturally Signifi cant!  Large Mid Century mod-
ern unit with clean lines, open layout. Completely 
renovated.  Recessed lighting.  Outdoor Balcony.  
 text 2279280 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Thomas Atamian  818/248-2248

North Hollywood  $399,000
Good Location! Great home with several upgrades. 
3 BR, 1.5 BA. Drought tolerant front yard landscap-
ing. Just add your personal touches & move in. 
 text 2391215 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Kenny Lamm  818/248-2248

Glendale  $369,900 
Located in the heart of Glendale near exceptional 
restaurants  &  shopping.  Popular Cobblestone Row 
Complex. 2 BR, 2 BA,  fresh carpet & paint, CA/FA.   
 text 2285983 to 67299 for detailed property info   
Bev & Alex Gingrich  818/248-2248

Information from sources deemed reliable but not verifi ed or guaranteed. Dilbeck Real Estate is independently owned and operated.

La Crescenta 818.248.2248 start your home search at dilbeck.com today
Find, Follow, Like -  Facebook | Twitter | Linkedin

VOTED #1 Real Estate 
Company by the readers 

of CV Weekly 

Market Share
in the Foothills*
*Per 2014-2015 Terradatum and its suppliers and licensors

Information from sources deemed reliable but not verifi ed or guaranteed. Dilbeck Real Estate is independently owned and operated.

Saturday, December 6th, 6:10 p.m.
On Honolulu Avenue in Montrose

Celebrate the Holidays in Montrose
For more information, email  info@MontroseChristmasParade.com

or visit the Parade website  www.montrosechristmasparade.com
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